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Conventional analyses of Africa's ‘failed states’ conclude that

patronage networks fragment as state resources decline. As payo�s

from rulers decline, once-loyal strongmen become warlords, attacking

centralized authority. This article examines how rulers of weak states

actually manage increasingly threatening patronage networks. The

cases of Angola and Sierra Leone show how rulers use more reliable

foreign mining �rms and foreign private (mercenary) armies to

marginalize threatening strongmen. At home, militarising commerce

denies its bene�ts to enterprising strongmen. Rulers then receive

creditor �nancial support for their o�ensives against elements of their

old patronage network and insurgencies, seeming to battle corruption

and ine�ciency. Rulers discover that they can use foreign �rms to

collect revenue, defend territory and conduct diplomacy with other

states and multilateral agencies more reliably then domestic

bureaucrats or strongmen whose political authority may threaten their

own. This new political alliance increases the economic viability of

some weak states. Paradoxically, the destruction of conventional state

institutions eases the hard pressed ruler's e�orts to recruit aid from

global society and manage the demands of competition in global

markets.

https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordjournals.afraf.a007824
https://academic.oup.com/afraf/search-results?f_TocHeadingTitleList=Articles


Sign in Get help with access

Royal African Society to African A�airs
members

Sign in through society site

African Studies Association of the
UK members

Sign in through society site

Personal account

Sign in with email/username &
password

Get email alerts

Save searches

Purchase content

Activate your purchase/trial code

Add your ORCID iD

Sign in  Register

Institutional access

Sign in through your
institution

Sign in through your institution

Sign in with a library card

Sign in with username/password

Recommend to your librarian

Institutional account
management

Sign in as administrator

Purchase

Subscription prices and ordering for this journal

Purchasing options for books and journals across Oxford Academic

Short-term Access

You do not currently have access to this article.

Comments

0 Comments
Comments (0)

https://app.royalafricansociety.org/login?origurl=%node:current_encoded_url
https://app.asauk.net/login?origurl=%node:current_encoded_url
javascript:;
https://app.royalafricansociety.org/login?origurl=%node:current_encoded_url
https://app.asauk.net/login?origurl=%node:current_encoded_url
https://academic.oup.com/my-account/register?siteId=5422&returnUrl=http%3a%2f%2facademic.oup.com%2fafraf%2farticle-abstract%2f96%2f383%2f165%2f28827%3flogin%3dfalse
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
https://academic.oup.com/pages/get-help-with-access/recommend-to-your-librarian?journal=afraf
javascript:
https://academic.oup.com/afraf/Subscribe/CurrentYear
https://academic.oup.com/pages/purchasing


To purchase short-term access, please sign in to your personal account above.

Don't already have a personal account? Register

AFRICAN WEAK STATES AND COMMERCIAL ALLIANCES - 24 Hours access

EUR €51.00 GBP £44.00 USD $55.00

Rental

This article is also available for rental through DeepDyve.

https://www.deepdyve.com/lp/ou-press/african-weak-states-and-commercial-alliances-sZYbUfQoWx?key=OUP
https://academic.oup.com/my-account/register?siteId=5422&returnUrl=https://academic.oup.com%2fafraf%2farticle-abstract%2f96%2f383%2f165%2f28827

