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Purpose: We compare the economic consequences of widowhood for

preretirement age and early-retirement age Black, Hispanic, and non-

Hispanic White women. Methods: We use the 1992 and 2000 waves of the

Health and Retirement Study to assess the effects of widowhood on the

household incomes and assets of non-Hispanic White, Black, and

Hispanic women who were 51 years of age or older at baseline (N = 4,544).

Results: For women of all racial and ethnic groups, marital disruption,

including widowhood, results in a substantial decline in household

income and assets. Net of demographic controls, the relative loss is far

greater for Black and Hispanic widows than for non-Hispanic White

widows. Implications: The data reveal a substantial widowhood penalty

for total household income and net worth for women in each racial and

ethnic group. However, the �ndings suggest that minority widows are at

a particularly high risk of poverty in late life, given that they have lower

incomes and fewer assets to begin with. Implications of the results for the

�nancial security of women approaching retirement are discussed.

https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/47.2.224
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
https://academic.oup.com/gerontologist/search-results?f_TocHeadingTitleList=WIDOWHOOD+@@@+MINORITY+WOMEN


Sign in Get help with access

Gerontological Society of America
members

Sign in through society site

Personal account

Sign in with email/username &
password

Get email alerts

Save searches

Purchase content

Activate your purchase/trial code

Add your ORCID iD

Sign in  Register

Institutional access

Sign in through your
institution

Sign in through your institution

Sign in with a library card

Sign in with username/password

Recommend to your librarian

Institutional account
management

Sign in as administrator

Purchase

Subscription prices and ordering for this journal

Purchasing options for books and journals across Oxford Academic

Short-term Access

To purchase short-term access, please sign in to your personal account above.

Don't already have a personal account? Register

The Economic Consequences of Widowhood for Older Minority Women - 24 Hours access

EUR €53.00 GBP £44.00 USD $58.00

Rental

https://www.geron.org/login?returnurl=%node:current_encoded_url
https://www.deepdyve.com/lp/ou-press/the-economic-consequences-of-widowhood-for-older-minority-women-vrTjxofPJq?key=OUP
javascript:;
https://www.geron.org/login?returnurl=%node:current_encoded_url
https://academic.oup.com/my-account/register?siteId=5284&returnUrl=http%3a%2f%2facademic.oup.com%2fgerontologist%2farticle-abstract%2f47%2f2%2f224%2f683685%3flogin%3dfalse
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
https://academic.oup.com/pages/get-help-with-access/recommend-to-your-librarian?journal=gerontologist
javascript:
https://academic.oup.com/gerontologist/Subscribe/CurrentYear
https://academic.oup.com/pages/purchasing
https://academic.oup.com/my-account/register?siteId=5284&returnUrl=https://academic.oup.com%2fgerontologist%2farticle-abstract%2f47%2f2%2f224%2f683685


This article is also available for rental through DeepDyve.


