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We argue that one major cause of the U.S. post-war baby boom was the

rise in female labour supply during World War II. We develop a

quantitative dynamic general equilibrium model with endogenous

fertility and female labour force participation decisions. We use the model

to assess the impact of the war on female labour supply and fertility in

the decades following the war. For the war generation of women, the high

demand for female labour brought about by mobilization leads to an

increase in labour supply that persists after the war. As a result, younger

women who reach adulthood in the 1950s face increased labour market

competition, which impels them to exit the labour market and start

having children earlier. The effect is ampli�ed by the rise in taxes

necessary to pay down wartime government debt. In our calibrated

model, the war generates a substantial baby boom followed by a baby

bust.

https://doi.org/10.1093/restud/rdv010
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
https://academic.oup.com/restud/search-results?page=1&tax=JEL/D58
https://academic.oup.com/restud/search-results?page=1&tax=JEL/E24
https://academic.oup.com/restud/search-results?page=1&tax=JEL/J13
https://academic.oup.com/restud/search-results?page=1&tax=JEL/J20
https://academic.oup.com/restud/search-results?f_TocHeadingTitleList=Articles


Sign in Get help with access

Personal account

Sign in with email/username &
password

Get email alerts

Save searches

Purchase content

Activate your purchase/trial code

Add your ORCID iD

Sign in  Register

Institutional access

Sign in through your
institution

Sign in through your institution

Sign in with a library card

Sign in with username/password

Recommend to your librarian

Institutional account
management

Sign in as administrator

Purchase

Subscription prices and ordering for this journal

Purchasing options for books and journals across Oxford Academic

Short-term Access

To purchase short-term access, please sign in to your personal account above.

Don't already have a personal account? Register

The Baby Boom and World War II: A Macroeconomic Analysis - 24 Hours access

EUR €53.00 GBP £44.00 USD $58.00

Rental

This article is also available for rental through DeepDyve.

https://www.deepdyve.com/lp/ou-press/the-baby-boom-and-world-war-ii-a-macroeconomic-analysis-nsMeneJ0fz?key=OUP
javascript:;
https://academic.oup.com/my-account/register?siteId=5508&returnUrl=http%3a%2f%2facademic.oup.com%2frestud%2farticle-abstract%2f82%2f3%2f1031%2f1576288%3flogin%3dfalse
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
https://academic.oup.com/pages/get-help-with-access/recommend-to-your-librarian?journal=restud
javascript:
https://academic.oup.com/restud/Subscribe/CurrentYear
https://academic.oup.com/pages/purchasing
https://academic.oup.com/my-account/register?siteId=5508&returnUrl=https://academic.oup.com%2frestud%2farticle-abstract%2f82%2f3%2f1031%2f1576288%3fredirectedFrom%3dfulltext

