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Abstract

Although national housing markets have recovered from the Great
Recession, communities hardest hit by the foreclosure crisis remain
immersed in mortgage trouble. Nineteen percent of homeowners are
underwater on their mortgages and communities of color are
overrepresented among zip codes still experiencing default in rising
numbers. The social services needs of homeowners at risk of foreclosure
show few signs of abating. High levels of market risk, asymmetrical
power relationships, and the assumption that rational action can protect
homeowners mark the climate in which households and social workers
operate while attempting to halt foreclosure. The research described in
this article draws on in-depth interviews conducted with homeowners at
risk of default to examine the strategies they used to alleviate their
mortgage strain. These strategies included seeking aid from financial and
social services institutions while living under threat of default. As
homeowners experienced mortgage strain they engaged in
recommended rational market actions such as negotiating with lenders,
increasing work hours, practicing strict household budgeting, and
seeking aid from social work agencies to offset mortgage costs. The
gathered data suggest that some social workers responded with poorly
contextualized treatment plans and language characterized by disrespect,
shame, and blame; others responded with mental health assistance,
referrals to legal aid, and a helping relationship characterized by a sense
of mattering that seemed to buffer against the psychosocial stressors
associated with foreclosure.


https://doi.org/10.1093/sw/sww049
javascript:;

© 2016 National Association of Social Workers

Issue Section: Article

You do not currently have access to this article.

Signin

National Association of Social Workers

members

Sign in through society site »

Personal account

¢ Signin with email/username &
password

* Getemail alerts

* Save searches

® Purchase content

e Activate your purchase/trial code

* Add your ORCID iD

Register

Q Get help with access

ummm——

NASW PRESS

Institutional access

& Signin through your

= institution

Sign in through your institution
Sign in with a library card
Sign in with username/password

Recommend to your librarian

Institutional account
management

Sign in as administrator

Purchase

Subscription prices and ordering for this journal

Purchasing options for books and journals across Oxford Academic

Short-term Access

To purchase short-term access, please sign in to your personal account above.

Don't already have a personal account? Register


https://www.socialworkers.org/OUPJournal/oup_login.aspx?origurl=%node:current_encoded_url
javascript:;
https://www.socialworkers.org/OUPJournal/oup_login.aspx?origurl=%node:current_encoded_url
https://academic.oup.com/my-account/register?siteId=5515&returnUrl=http%3a%2f%2facademic.oup.com%2fsw%2farticle-abstract%2f61%2f4%2f321%2f2427020%3flogin%3dfalse
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
https://academic.oup.com/pages/get-help-with-access/recommend-to-your-librarian?journal=sw
javascript:
https://academic.oup.com/sw/Subscribe/CurrentYear
https://academic.oup.com/pages/purchasing
https://academic.oup.com/my-account/register?siteId=5515&returnUrl=https://academic.oup.com%2fsw%2farticle-abstract%2f61%2f4%2f321%2f2427020
https://academic.oup.com/sw/search-results?f_TocHeadingTitleList=Article

“There's a Difference—I Own This”: Negotiating Social and Financial Services under Threat
of Mortgage Foreclosure - 24 Hours access

EUR€39.00 GBP £33.00 USD $43.00

Rental

’ Read this now at

@ deepdyve

This article is also available for rental through DeepDyve.


https://www.deepdyve.com/lp/ou-press/there-s-a-difference-i-own-this-negotiating-social-and-financial-IQ5ZOB1pai?key=OUP

