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| Abstract

Not at all did | expect the huge amount of positive and constructive feedback that | received on my
short paper on Paul Feyerabend's philosophy which was published in issue 49(2) of The DATA BASE
for Advances in Information Systems. More than two decades after his death, his provocative ideas
are apparently still capable of triggering an inspiring academic debate. In this paper | will comment
on the thoughtful rejoinders from Burton-Jones, Gregor, and Myers. | will also outline why, in spite of
their wellfounded criticism, | still believe that Feyerabendian thinking is most appropriate for IS
research-much more so than Popperian or Kuhnian. | will illustrate my reasoning by referring to
several experiences with the academic double-blind peer review process. | will not only criticize
academia's existing deficiencies, but also suggest a potential cure. My universal remedy is based on

Feyerabend's philosophy of relativism, tolerance, and pluralism, which he not so cleverly disguised
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ECOOP '02: Proceedings of the Workshops and Posters on Object-Oriented Technology

The Feyerabend Project is Richard P. Gabriel's attempt to repair the arena of software development and practice. This
Feyerabend workshop is an ECOOP'02 incarnation of a series of Feyerabend workshops held in conjunction with major...
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