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Parents of chronically ill children face unusual challenges in the current US health care system. The system is an
odd mix of public and private insurance. Children are covered either through their parents' employment-based
insurance or through public insurance programs (Medicaid) that require meeting some type of financial means test.
There is little health insurance support other than Medicaid for those individuals who lack insurance as a result of
partial employment or for those who have employment-based insurance that provides inadequate coverage for the
employed individual or family members.!
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