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Abstract

There is a wide variety of ethical arguments for public financing of health care that share a common structure built
on a series of four logically related propositions regarding: (1) the ultimate purpose of a human life or human
society; (2) the role of health and its distribution in society in advancing this ultimate purpose; (3) the role of access
to or utilisation of health care in maintaining or improving the desired level and distribution of health among
members of society, and (4) the role of public financing in ensuring the ethically justified access to and utilisation
of health care by members of society. This paper argues that economics has much to contribute to the
development of the ethical foundations for publicly financed health care. It focuses in particular on recent
economic work to clarify the concepts of access and need and their role in analyses of the just distribution of
health care resources, and on the importance of economic analysis of health care and health care insurance
markets in demonstrating why public financing is necessary to achieve broad access to and utilisation of health

care services.

https://doi.org/10.1136/jme.27.4.234

Statistics from Altmetric.com

Referenced in 3 policy sources
. Referenced in 4 Wikipedia pages

. 105 readers on Mendeley

See more details

. . I Accept
Cookies and privacy
We and our 22?anrtners store and access personal data, like browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Reject All
SB&%@&R ‘?£E£H|§§!Q£R§1g technologies to support the purposes shown under we and our partners process

R ELPIGMAR SeHS“tg%ﬁ&?%rAé'I?oY'EHdéagP{‘%P’e"Bﬁé%@ OsE RSB RRIER Hf ALY G TS the Copyright

content and ads you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this menu to change your choicesor Manage preferenc
whIRRIARGAERERS RigEs LB ReMcR kR R8iAPL 1R85t AVickANiaH A VBSI_RS P& MIissiQN to reuse the
effecti@titinroun@alysdiffenentwaysiils, refer to our Privacy Policy. Cookie policy

We and our partners process data to provide:

Use precise geolocation data. Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store and/or access information on

a device. Pers%nallsed adyertising and content, advertising and content measurement, audience research and services
de eIop uest permissions
v


https://jme.bmj.com/
https://jme.bmj.com/
https://jme.bmj.com/content/by/year
https://jme.bmj.com/content/27/4
https://doi.org/10.1136/jme.27.4.234
https://s100.copyright.com/AppDispatchServlet?publisherName=BMJ&publication=medethics&title=Ethics%2C%20economics%2C%20and%20public%20financing%20of%20health%20care&publicationDate=2001-08-01&author=Jeremiah%20Hurley&contentID=10.1136/jme.27.4.234&volumeNum=27&issueNum=4&startPage=234&endPage=239&numPages=6&copyright=BMJ%20Publishing%20Group%20Ltd%20%26amp%3B%20Institute%20of%20Medical%20Ethics.%20All%20rights%2C%20including%20for%20text%20and%20data%20mining%2C%20AI%20training%2C%20and%20similar%20technologies%2C%20are%20reserved.&orderBeanReset=true
https://www.altmetric.com/details.php?domain=jme.bmj.com&citation_id=20571297
https://www.altmetric.com/details.php?domain=jme.bmj.com&citation_id=20571297
https://www.altmetric.com/details.php?domain=jme.bmj.com&citation_id=20571297&tab=policy-documents
https://www.altmetric.com/details.php?domain=jme.bmj.com&citation_id=20571297&tab=wikipedia
https://www.bmj.com/company/legal-information/bmj-cookie-policy/

View Full Text

Footnotes

Jeremiah Hurley, PhD, is Professor in the Department of Economics and Centre for Health Economics and Policy

Analysis, McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada

Read the full text or download the PDF:

Buy this article (E53)

Subscribe

Login

bmjcareers

Editor-in-Chief, Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin
London (Central) Hybrid = £69 632 - £77 370 depending on experience

For over 60 years, Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin (DTB) has been providing independent, practical, patient-oriented, evidence-based

content

Recruiter: BMJ
Apply for this job

Ophthalmology Fellow in Medical Retina
Leeds £73,992 a year

The Eye Department in Leeds, is looking for a Medical Retina Fellow to work for 12 months.

Recruiter: Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust
Apply for this job

Cookies and privacy
Consultant in Intensive Care
Kissiad @IdAL HRitners storesnid mapgrﬁgpgmﬁﬁnﬁke browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device.

RS P S AR T D Sl RIS 10 SRR L e Ry R8P S QA W AR SR ALOAT BER GRS
data to proyide._SeIecti.ng'_{Reject All or withdrawing your consent will disable them. If trackers are disabled, some
Recruiter: United Lincolnshire'Hospitals NHS Trust . .

content and ads you see may not be as relevapidig Yeu 1K@ ljean resurface this menu to change your choices or

withdraw consent at any time by clicking the Cookie settings link on the bottom of the webpage . Your choices will have
effackithin o ekstsfeimaie Asaitn msrdgrur Privacy Policy. Cookie policy

Weand opr partrets progessslatade-pevides

gj&ggﬂ@g&%@gwaﬁﬁ&{ éa‘%&.”REF@@I)BE%%ﬁ ARG oRA S0 INeRs tBR IEERIHEIHEAN StoReitahd/6Mee JdUs IRfoRFYARER! &

a device. Personalised advertising and content, advertising and content measurement, audience research and services
development.

| Accept

Reject All

Manage preferenc


https://jme.bmj.com/content/27/4/234.full
https://jme.bmj.com/highwire/foxycart/add/138070
https://jme.bmj.com/subscribe
https://www.bmj.com/careers/apply/738750/editor-in-chief-drug-and-therapeutics-bulletin-/?TrackID=29132&utm_source=widget&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=JME
https://www.bmj.com/careers/apply/738733/ophthalmology-fellow-in-medical-retina/?TrackID=29132&utm_source=widget&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=JME
https://www.bmj.com/careers/apply/725958/consultant-in-intensive-care/?TrackID=29132&utm_source=widget&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=JME
https://www.bmj.com/careers/
https://www.bmj.com/careers/job/738750/editor-in-chief-drug-and-therapeutics-bulletin-/?TrackID=29132&utm_source=widget&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=JME
https://www.bmj.com/careers/job/738733/ophthalmology-fellow-in-medical-retina/?TrackID=29132&utm_source=widget&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=JME
https://www.bmj.com/careers/job/725958/consultant-in-intensive-care/?TrackID=29132&utm_source=widget&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=JME
https://www.bmj.com/careers/job/738313/consultant-breast-and-general-radiologist/?TrackID=29132&utm_source=widget&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=JME
https://www.bmj.com/company/legal-information/bmj-cookie-policy/

CONTENT

Latest content
Current issue
Archive

Browse by collection
Most read articles

Responses

JOURNAL

About

Editorial board

Sign up for email alerts
Subscribe

Thank you to our reviewers

AUTHORS

Instructions for authors
Submit an article

Editorial policies

Open Access at BMJ

BMJ Author Hub | Accept
Cookies and privacy
We and our 225 partners store and access personal data, like browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Reject All

H %%IFe)cting | Accept enables tracking technologies to support the purposes shown under we and our partners process
da;(a totprovide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will disable them. If trackers are disabled, some

Contact'us . . M f
content and ads you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this menu to change your choices or Manage preferenc

Re(puﬁnlts(v consent at any time by clicking the Cookie settings link on the bottom of the webpage . Your choices will have
effect within our Website. For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy. Cookie policy

Pewgyﬁa'&mspartners process data to provide:

geolocation data. Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store and/or access information on

AQyerisiRseolocation data. Activel device characteristics for identification. St d/ informati

Fe%%ié&ﬁf&ﬂwlised advertising and content, advertising and content measurement, audience research and services
development.


http://www.instituteofmedicalethics.org/
https://jme.bmj.com/
https://jme.bmj.com/content/early/recent
https://jme.bmj.com/content/current
https://jme.bmj.com/content/by/year
http://jme.bmj.com/pages/browse-by-topic/
http://jme.bmj.com/pages/most-read-articles/
http://jme.bmj.com/eletters
https://jme.bmj.com/
http://jme.bmj.com/pages/about/
http://jme.bmj.com/pages/editorial-board/
https://myaccount.bmj.com/myaccount/signup.html?regService=etoc-alerts&corpusCode=medethics&fwdUrl=https://jme.bmj.com/
http://jme.bmj.com/pages/subscribe/
http://jme.bmj.com/pages/thank-you-to-our-reviewers/
https://jme.bmj.com/
http://jme.bmj.com/pages/authors/
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/medethics
http://authors.bmj.com/policies/
http://openaccess.bmj.com/
http://authors.bmj.com/
https://jme.bmj.com/
http://jme.bmj.com/pages/contact-us/
http://journals.bmj.com/cgi/reprintform
http://www.bmj.com/company/products-services/rights-and-licensing/permissions/
http://www.bmj.com/company/contact-us/advertising-sponsorship/
http://myaccount.bmj.com/myaccount/customerservice/salesforce-form.html
https://www.bmj.com/company/legal-information/bmj-cookie-policy/

y 9
BM)

Website Terms & Conditions
Privacy & Cookies
Contact BMJ

Cookie settings

Online ISSN: 1473-4257 Print ISSN: 0306-6800
Copyright © 2025 BM] Publishing Group Ltd & Institute of Medical Ethics. All rights, including for text and data mining, Al training, and

similar technologies, are reserved.

. . I Accept
Cookies and privacy

We and our 225 partners store and access personal data, like browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Reject All
Selecting | Accept enables tracking technologies to support the purposes shown under we and our partners process

data to provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will disable them. If trackers are disabled, some

content and ads you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this menu to change your choices or Manage preferenc
withdraw consent at any time by clicking the Cookie settings link on the bottom of the webpage . Your choices will have

effect within our Website. For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy. Cookie policy

We and our partners process data to provide:

Use precise geolocation data. Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store and/or access information on
a device. Personalised advertising and content, advertising and content measurement, audience research and services
development.


http://jme.bmj.com/pages/rss-feeds
http://twitter.com/JME_BMJ
http://www.facebook.com/Journal.of.Medical.Ethics
http://blogs.bmj.com/medical-ethics/
http://www.bmj.com/company
http://www.bmj.com/company/legal-information/
http://www.bmj.com/company/your-privacy/
http://www.bmj.com/company/contact-us/
https://www.bmj.com/company/legal-information/bmj-cookie-policy/

