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Abstract

There is a wide variety of ethical arguments for public financing of health care that share a common structure
built on a series of four logically related propositions regarding: (1) the ultimate purpose of a human life or human
society; (2) the role of health and its distribution in society in advancing this ultimate purpose; (3) the role of
access to or utilisation of health care in maintaining or improving the desired level and distribution of health
among members of society, and (4) the role of public financing in ensuring the ethically justified access to and
utilisation of health care by members of society. This paper argues that economics has much to contribute to the
development of the ethical foundations for publicly financed health care. It focuses in particular on recent
economic work to clarify the concepts of access and need and their role in analyses of the just distribution of
health care resources, and on the importance of economic analysis of health care and health care insurance

markets in demonstrating why public financing is necessary to achieve broad access to and utilisation of health
care services.

https://doi.org/10.1136/jme.27.4.234

Statistics from Altmetric.com

Referenced in 2 policy sources
. Referenced in 4 Wikipedia pages

. 103 readers on Mendeley

See more details

Request Permissions

If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright
Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse
the content in many different ways.

Request permissions


https://jme.bmj.com/
https://jme.bmj.com/
https://jme.bmj.com/content/by/year
https://jme.bmj.com/content/27/4
https://doi.org/10.1136/jme.27.4.234
https://s100.copyright.com/AppDispatchServlet?publisherName=BMJ&publication=medethics&title=Ethics%2C%20economics%2C%20and%20public%20financing%20of%20health%20care&publicationDate=2001-08-01&author=Jeremiah%20Hurley&contentID=10.1136/jme.27.4.234&volumeNum=27&issueNum=4&startPage=234&endPage=239&numPages=6&copyright=BMJ%20Publishing%20Group%20Ltd%20%26amp%3B%20Institute%20of%20Medical%20Ethics.%20All%20rights%20reserved.&orderBeanReset=true
https://www.altmetric.com/details.php?domain=jme.bmj.com&citation_id=20571297
https://www.altmetric.com/details.php?domain=jme.bmj.com&citation_id=20571297
https://www.altmetric.com/details.php?domain=jme.bmj.com&citation_id=20571297&tab=policy-documents
https://www.altmetric.com/details.php?domain=jme.bmj.com&citation_id=20571297&tab=wikipedia

View Full Text
Footnotes

Jeremiah Hurley, PhD, is Professor in the Department of Economics and Centre for Health Economics and Policy
Analysis, McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada

Read the full text or download the PDF:

Buy this article (E33)

Subscribe

Login



https://jme.bmj.com/content/27/4/234.full
https://jme.bmj.com/highwire/foxycart/add/138070
https://jme.bmj.com/subscribe

Other content recommended for you

Factors associated with accessing and utilisation of healthcare and provision of health services for residents of slumsin
low and middle-income countries: a scoping review of recent literature
Ji-Eun Park et al., BM) Open, 2022

Protocol for a scoping review to evaluate the extent of utilisation of healthcare services by asthma patients in sub-
Saharan African countries
Pisirai Ndarukwa et al., BM) Open, 2021

Obamacare: what the Affordable Care Act means for patients and physicians
Mark A Hall et al., BMJ: British Medical Journal, 2014

Distributional impact of infectious disease interventions in the Ethiopian Essential Health Service Package: a modelling
study
Lelisa Fekadu Assebe et al., BM) Open, 2023

Reduction in healthcare services during the COVID-19 pandemic in China
Yi-Na Zhang et al., BMJ Global Health, 2020

Equity - some theory and its policy implications
Anthony J Culyer, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2001

What factors are associated with utilisation of health services for the poor elderly? Evidence from a nationally
representative longitudinal survey in China
Yanbing Zeng et al., BM) Open, 2022

CONTENT

Latest content
Currentissue
Archive

Browse by collection
Most read articles

Responses
NY f o

JOURNAL

About


https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjopen-2021-055415
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjopen-2020-046294
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.g5376
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjopen-2022-067658
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjgh-2020-003421
https://doi.org/10.1136/jme.27.4.275
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjopen-2021-059758
http://www.instituteofmedicalethics.org/
https://jme.bmj.com/
https://jme.bmj.com/content/early/recent
https://jme.bmj.com/content/current
https://jme.bmj.com/content/by/year
http://jme.bmj.com/pages/browse-by-topic/
http://jme.bmj.com/pages/most-read-articles/
http://jme.bmj.com/eletters
http://jme.bmj.com/pages/rss-feeds
http://twitter.com/JME_BMJ
http://www.facebook.com/Journal.of.Medical.Ethics
http://blogs.bmj.com/medical-ethics/
https://jme.bmj.com/
http://jme.bmj.com/pages/about/
http://jme.bmj.com/pages/editorial-board/

Editorial board
Sign up for email alerts
Subscribe

Thank you to our reviewers

AUTHORS

Instructions for authors
Submit an article
Editorial policies

Open Access at BM
BM) Author Hub

HELP

Contact us
Reprints
Permissions
Advertising

Feedback form

BM]

Website Terms & Conditions
Privacy & Cookies
Contact BMJ

Cookie Settings

Online ISSN: 1473-4257 Print ISSN: 0306-6800
Copyright © 2024 BM) Publishing Group Ltd & Institute of Medical Ethics. All rights reserved.


http://jme.bmj.com/pages/editorial-board/
https://myaccount.bmj.com/myaccount/signup.html?regService=etoc-alerts&corpusCode=medethics&fwdUrl=https://jme.bmj.com/
http://jme.bmj.com/pages/subscribe/
http://jme.bmj.com/pages/thank-you-to-our-reviewers/
https://jme.bmj.com/
http://jme.bmj.com/pages/authors/
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/medethics
http://authors.bmj.com/policies/
http://openaccess.bmj.com/
http://authors.bmj.com/
https://jme.bmj.com/
http://jme.bmj.com/pages/contact-us/
http://journals.bmj.com/cgi/reprintform
http://www.bmj.com/company/products-services/rights-and-licensing/permissions/
http://www.bmj.com/company/contact-us/advertising-sponsorship/
http://myaccount.bmj.com/myaccount/customerservice/salesforce-form.html
http://www.bmj.com/company
http://www.bmj.com/company/legal-information/
http://www.bmj.com/company/your-privacy/
http://www.bmj.com/company/contact-us/

