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Abstract

BACKGROUND: 

Data on percutaneous drainage followed by observation for diverticular abscess is scant.

OBJECTIVE: 

The aim of this study is to assess outcomes of percutaneous drainage alone in the management of

peridiverticular abscess.

DESIGN: 

This is a retrospective study from a prospectively collected database.

SETTING: 

This study was conducted in a high-volume, specialized colorectal surgery unit.

PATIENTS: 

All patients with a diverticular abscess of at least 3 cm in diameter, treated between 2001 and 2012, who had

prohibitive comorbidities or refused surgery after percutaneous drainage were included.

MAIN OUTCOME MEASURES: 

The primary outcome measured was the treatment of diverticular abscess with percutaneous drainage alone.

RESULTS: 

Your Privacy

To give you the best possible experience we use cookies and similar

technologies. We use data collected through these technologies for various

purposes, including to enhance website functionality, remember your

preferences, show the most relevant content, and show the most useful ads.

You can select your preferences by clicking the link. For more information

about cookies, please review our Privacy & Cookie Notice

Reject All Cookies

Accept All Cookies

Manage Cookie Preferences

https://journals.lww.com/dcrjournal/toc/2014/03000
https://journals.lww.com/dcrjournal/fulltext/2014/03000/bioabsorbable_staple_line_reinforcement_in.7.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/dcrjournal/fulltext/2014/03000/using_frailty_to_predict_who_will_fail_early.9.aspx
mailto:stocchl@ccf.org
https://journals.lww.com/dcrjournal/toc/2014/03000
http://journals.lww.com/_layouts/15/oaks.journals/privacy.aspx


A total of 18 patients (11 surgery refusal, 7 comorbidity) were followed up until death, surgery for recurrent

diverticulitis, or for a median of 90 (17–139) months. The median abscess size was 5 (3.8–10) cm, and the

location was pelvic in 8 cases and intra-abdominal in 10. The mean duration of drainage was 20 ± 1.3 days,

with the exception of 2 patients who only had aspiration of the abscess because of technical difficulty in drain

placement. Three patients died of preexisting comorbidities between 2 and 8 months after percutaneous

drainage. Seven of the surviving patients (7/15) experienced recurrent diverticulitis; 3 of these patients

underwent surgery between 7 months and 7 years after the index percutaneous drainage. Of the remaining 4

cases of recurrence, one abscess was treated with repeat percutaneous drainage alone and 3 patients had

uncomplicated diverticulitis treated with antibiotics. There were no significant associations between long-

term failure of percutaneous drainage and the location of the abscess (p = 0.54) or previous episodes of

diverticulitis (p = 0.9).

LIMITATIONS: 

This study was limited because of its retrospective nature, its nonrandomized design, and its small sample

size.

CONCLUSIONS: 

Percutaneous drainage alone was successful in avoiding surgery in the majority of this selected patient

population with sigmoid diverticular abscess. Future studies should assess the appropriate indications for a

more liberal use of percutaneous drainage not followed by elective surgery.

© 2014 The American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons

Full Text Access for Subscribers:

Individual Subscribers

Log in for access

ASCRS Members

Click here to login

Institutional Users

Access through Ovid
®

Not a Subscriber?

Buy

Subscribe

Request Permissions

Become a Society Member

You can read the full text of this article if you:

Your Privacy

To give you the best possible experience we use cookies and similar

technologies. We use data collected through these technologies for various

purposes, including to enhance website functionality, remember your

preferences, show the most relevant content, and show the most useful ads.

You can select your preferences by clicking the link. For more information

about cookies, please review our Privacy & Cookie Notice

Reject All Cookies

Accept All Cookies

Manage Cookie Preferences

https://journals.lww.com/dcrjournal/pages/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fdcrjournal%2fabstract%2f2014%2f03000%2foutcomes_of_percutaneous_drainage_without_surgery.8.aspx&IsLoginLinkClicked=true
javascript:WebForm_DoPostBackWithOptions(new WebForm_PostBackOptions("ctl00$ctl29$g_721823aa_3937_4f86_9832_796272fad90e$ctl00$ssoListControl$ssoListView$ctrl0$singleSignOnControl$ssoLoginLink", "", true, "", "", false, true))
https://login.journals.lww.com/OneID/Login.aspx?returnUrl=https://journals.lww.com/dcrjournal/fulltext/2014/03000/outcomes_of_percutaneous_drainage_without_surgery.8.aspx&Login_type=Ovid
https://journals.lww.com/dcrjournal/secure/pages/purchase.aspx?an=00003453-201403000-00008
https://shop.lww.com/p/0012-3706
javascript:void(0);
https://fascrs.org/
http://journals.lww.com/_layouts/15/oaks.journals/privacy.aspx


Select an option
Log In Access through Ovid

Back to Top

Never Miss an Issue

Get new journal Tables of Contents sent right to your email inbox Type your email  Get New Issue Alerts

Browse Journal Content

Most Popular

For Authors

About the Journal

Past Issues

Current Issue

Register on the website

Get eTOC Alerts

For Journal Authors

Submit an article

How to publish with us

Customer Service

Activate your journal subscription

Activate Journal Subscription

Browse the help center

Help

Contact us at:

Support:

Submit a Service Request

TEL: (USA):

TEL: (Int’l):

800-638-3030 (within USA)

301-223-2300 (international)

Manage Cookie Preferences

Privacy Policy

Your Privacy

To give you the best possible experience we use cookies and similar

technologies. We use data collected through these technologies for various

purposes, including to enhance website functionality, remember your

preferences, show the most relevant content, and show the most useful ads.

You can select your preferences by clicking the link. For more information

about cookies, please review our Privacy & Cookie Notice

Reject All Cookies

Accept All Cookies

Manage Cookie Preferences

https://journals.lww.com/dcrjournal/pages/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fdcrjournal%2fabstract%2f2014%2f03000%2foutcomes_of_percutaneous_drainage_without_surgery.8.aspx&IsLoginLinkClicked=true
https://login.journals.lww.com/OneID/Login.aspx?returnUrl=https://journals.lww.com/dcrjournal/fulltext/2014/03000/outcomes_of_percutaneous_drainage_without_surgery.8.aspx&Login_type=Ovid
https://journals.lww.com/dcrjournal/pages/viewallmostpopulararticles.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/dcrjournal/_layouts/1033/oaks.journals/informationforauthors.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/dcrjournal/pages/aboutthejournal.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/dcrjournal/pages/issuelist.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/dcrjournal/pages/currenttoc.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/dcrjournal/pages/register.aspx?ContextUrl=%2fdcrjournal%2fabstract%2f2014%2f03000%2foutcomes_of_percutaneous_drainage_without_surgery.8.aspx
javascript:javascript: alerts_ShowSubscribeeTOCPopup('Diseases of the Colon & Rectum','dcrjournal','eTOC', 'eTOC');;
https://journals.lww.com/dcrjournal/_layouts/15/1033/oaks.journals/informationforauthors.aspx
https://wkauthorservices.editage.com/
https://lww.com/secure/pages/activatesubscription.aspx?ContextUrl=%2fdcrjournal%2fabstract%2f2014%2f03000%2foutcomes_of_percutaneous_drainage_without_surgery.8.aspx
https://lww.com/secure/pages/activatesubscription.aspx?ContextUrl=%2fdcrjournal%2fabstract%2f2014%2f03000%2foutcomes_of_percutaneous_drainage_without_surgery.8.aspx
https://wkhlrp.my.site.com/LippincottOnlineHelpCenter/s/
https://wkhealth.force.com/lwwonline/s/topic/0TO0V000001YgLZWA0/lww-online?tabset-ddbfe=2
https://www.tfaforms.com/4966570
https://journals.lww.com/dcrjournal/_layouts/oaks.journals/privacy.aspx
http://journals.lww.com/_layouts/15/oaks.journals/privacy.aspx


Legal Disclaimer

Terms of Use

Open Access Policy

Feedback

Sitemap

RSS Feeds

LWW Journals

Your California Privacy Choices 

Copyright © 2025

The American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons | Content use for text and data mining and artificial

intelligence training is not permitted.

Your Privacy

To give you the best possible experience we use cookies and similar

technologies. We use data collected through these technologies for various

purposes, including to enhance website functionality, remember your

preferences, show the most relevant content, and show the most useful ads.

You can select your preferences by clicking the link. For more information

about cookies, please review our Privacy & Cookie Notice

Reject All Cookies

Accept All Cookies

Manage Cookie Preferences

https://journals.lww.com/dcrjournal/_layouts/oaks.journals/disclaimer.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/dcrjournal/_layouts/oaks.journals/terms.aspx
https://www.wolterskluwer.com/en/solutions/lippincott-journals/lippincott-open-access
https://journals.lww.com/dcrjournal/Secure/Pages/feedback.aspx
http://journals.lww.com/dcrjournal/_layouts/1033/oaks.journals/sitemap.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/dcrjournal/_layouts/OAKS.Journals/feeds.aspx
https://lww.com/
https://privacyportal-de.onetrust.com/webform/2217e117-526b-4696-8a98-8c402f8f2b81/5b049ba3-0106-4b77-a7da-5d12238c90a4
https://fascrs.org/
http://journals.lww.com/_layouts/15/oaks.journals/privacy.aspx

