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Abstract

BACKGROUND:
Data on percutaneous drainage followed by observation for diverticular abscess is scant.
OBJECTIVE:

The aim of this study is to assess outcomes of percutaneous drainage alone in the management of
peridiverticular abscess.

DESIGN:

This is a retrospective study from a prospectively collected database.
SETTING:

This study was conducted in a high-volume, specialized colorectal surgery unit.

PATIENTS:
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All patients with a diverticular abscess of at least 3 cm in diameter, treated between 2001 and 2012, who had
prohibitive comorbidities or refused surgery after percutaneous drainage were included.

MAIN OUTCOME MEASURES:

The primary outcome measured was the treatment of diverticular abscess with percutaneous drainage alone.
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CONCLUSIONS:
Percutaneous drainage alone was successtul in avoiding surgery in the majority ot this selected patient

population with sigmoid diverticular abscess. Future studies should assess the appropriate indications for a
more liberal use of percutaneous drainage not followed by elective surgery.
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