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motion because (Ncy may Icave benind social, economic and physical ICgacics
which will have an impact on the host community for a far greater period than
that in which the event took place. For example, when asked as to the ‘'most
likely legacy’ of the 1994 Victoria Commonwealth Games in Canada a readers’
poll in Monday Magazine ranked debt, new pool, higher taxes increased
tourism, and higher real estate prices as being the Games’ legacies (McCaw,
1994). Such a lay assessment of the effects of hosting a mega-event may well be
quite astute. Mega sports events such as the Olympic Games have been associ-
ated with large-scale public expenditure, the construction of facilities and infra-
structure, and urban redevelopment and revitalization strategies which may have
undesirable long-term consequences for public stakeholders although significant
short-term gains for some corporate interests (Hall, 1992; Essex & Chalkley,
1998; Eisinger, 2000).

Mega-events can be regarded as one of the hallmarks of modernity and have
long managed to integrate industrial and corporate interests with those of gov-
ernment with respect to urban development and imaging. Arguably this is
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