
Abstract
Older people who experience declining health are often faced with di�cult decisions about possible

residential relocation. The research aim was to determine how �ve distinct dimensions—functional

status, features of current housing, social networks, features of retirement communities, and �nancial

considerations—a�ect decisions to relocate to a retirement community. A vignette experiment with a

factorial design was conducted involving both older people and adult children who were concerned

with an aging parent. Use of the Internet for administration of the experiment made it possible to

deliver information to research participants through video clips. Research participants were in�uenced

by each of the dimensions; however, functional status of the vignette persons had the greatest impact,

and �nancial considerations the least. Adult children were more likely to recommend moves than were

older people. The research is suggestive of the potential for use of vignette experiments for a fuller

understanding of relocation decisions.
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