
Abstract
An emerging trend in Australia, over the past twenty or so years, has been for employment to become

increasingly polarised into households where either no adult is working (jobless households) or all

adults are working (all-work households). Despite this, relatively little research has been undertaken in

Australia which has focussed speci�cally on these households. This article seeks to go some way

towards �lling this gap. Speci�cally, data from the �rst wave of the Household, Income and Labour

Dynamics Survey in Australia (HILDA) Survey are used to: (i) quantify the incidence of jobless

households in Australia; (ii) identify the characteristics of individuals that are associated with

membership of a jobless household; and (iii) examine some of the �nancial consequences of living in a

jobless household. The analysis �nds that household joblessness in 2001 remains pervasive with

strong associations with factors generally thought to in�uence individual joblessness such as age,

education, ethnicity, illness and family background. It is also found that poverty and �nancial stress are

more a function of household joblessness than of individual joblessness.


Get full access to this article

View all access and purchase options for this article.

GET ACCESS 

References
Beck U. (2000) The Brave New World of Work, Polity Press, Cambridge.

Google Scholar

Dawkins P. (1996) ‘The Distribution of Work in Australia’, The Economic Record, 72 (218): 272–286.

The Economic and Labour Relations Review

 Contents  Get access  More

We value your privacy
We and our  store and/or access information on a device, such as cookies and process personal data, such as
unique identifiers and standard information sent by a device for personalised advertising and content, advertising and content
measurement, audience research and services development. With your permission we and our partners may use precise
geolocation data and identification through device scanning. You may click to consent to our and our 1468 partners’
processing as described above. Alternatively you may click to refuse to consent or access more detailed information and
change your preferences before consenting. Please note that some processing of your personal data may not require your
consent, but you have a right to object to such processing. Your preferences will apply to this website only. You can change
your preferences or withdraw your consent at any time by returning to this site and clicking the "Privacy" button at the bottom
of the webpage.

partners

MORE OPTIONS

DECLINE ALL

ACCEPT ALL

https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=The+Brave+New+World+of+Work&author=U.+Beck&publication_year=2000
https://journals.sagepub.com/home/ELR
https://journals.sagepub.com/


Crossref
Google Scholar

Dawkins P., Gregg P., Scutella R. (2002a) ‘Employment Polarisation in Australia’, Melbourne Institute
Working Paper No. 9/02, The University of Melbourne, Australia.

Google Scholar

Dawkins P., Gregg P., Scutella R. (2002b) ‘The Growth of Jobless Households in Australia’, The Australian
Economic Review, 35 (2): 133–154.

Crossref

Google Scholar

Freidin S., Watson N., Wooden M. (2002) ‘HILDA Survey Coding Framework: Con�dentialised Data’, HILDA
Technical Paper Series No. 2/02, Melbourne Institute of Applied Economic and Social Research,
University of Melbourne.

Google Scholar

Gregg P. and Wadsworth J. (1996a) ‘More Work in Fewer Households?’, in Hills J. (Ed.), New Inequalities:
The Changing Distribution of Income and Wealth in the UK, Cambridge University Press.

Crossref

Google Scholar

Gregg P., Wadsworth J. (1996b) ‘It Takes Two: Employment Polarization in the OECD’, Centre for Economic
Performance Discussion Paper no. 304, London School of Economics and Political Science, London.

Google Scholar

Gregg P., Wadsworth J. (2000) ‘Two Sides to Every Story: Measuring Joblessness and Polarisation at
Household Level’, Centre for Economic Performance Working Paper No. 1099, London School of
Economics and Political Science, London.

Google Scholar

Gregory R. (1999) ‘Children and the Changing Labour Market: Joblessness in Families with Dependent
Children’, Centre for Economic Policy Research Discussion Paper No. 406, Australian National
University, Canberra.

Google Scholar

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1475-4932.1996.tb00959.x
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=%E2%80%98The+Distribution+of+Work+in+Australia%E2%80%99&author=P.+Dawkins&publication_year=1996&journal=The+Economic+Record&pages=272-286&doi=10.1111%2Fj.1475-4932.1996.tb00959.x
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=%E2%80%98Employment+Polarisation+in+Australia%E2%80%99&author=P.+Dawkins&author=P.+Gregg&author=R.+Scutella&publication_year=2002a
https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-8462.00231
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=%E2%80%98The+Growth+of+Jobless+Households+in+Australia%E2%80%99&author=P.+Dawkins&author=P.+Gregg&author=R.+Scutella&publication_year=2002b&journal=The+Australian+Economic+Review&pages=133-154&doi=10.1111%2F1467-8462.00231
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=%E2%80%98HILDA+Survey+Coding+Framework%3A+Confidentialised+Data%E2%80%99&author=S.+Freidin&author=N.+Watson&author=M.+Wooden&publication_year=2002
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511521935.008
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=%E2%80%98More+Work+in+Fewer+Households%3F%E2%80%99&author=P.+Gregg&author=J.+Wadsworth&publication_year=1996a&doi=10.1017%2FCBO9780511521935.008
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=%E2%80%98It+Takes+Two%3A+Employment+Polarization+in+the+OECD%E2%80%99&author=P.+Gregg&author=J.+Wadsworth&publication_year=1996b
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=%E2%80%98Two+Sides+to+Every+Story%3A+Measuring+Joblessness+and+Polarisation+at+Household+Level%E2%80%99&author=P.+Gregg&author=J.+Wadsworth&publication_year=2000
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=%E2%80%98Children+and+the+Changing+Labour+Market%3A+Joblessness+in+Families+with+Dependent+Children%E2%80%99&author=R.+Gregory&publication_year=1999


Headey B. (2003) ‘How Best to Impute Taxes and Measure Public Transfers?’ HILDA Project Discussion
Paper Series No. 2/03, October, Melbourne Institute of Applied Economic and Social Research,
University of Melbourne.

Google Scholar

OECD (1998) Employment Outlook, July 1998, OECD, Paris.

Crossref

Google Scholar

Miller P. (1997) ‘The Burden of Unemployment on Family Units: An Overview’, Australian Economic
Review, 30 (1): 16–30.

Crossref

Google Scholar

Nevile A. (2002) State of the Family 2002, Anglicare Australia, Melbourne.

Google Scholar

Reference Group on Welfare Reform (2000) Participation Support for a More Equitable Society: Final
Report of the Reference Group on Welfare Reform, Department of Family and Community Services,
Canberra.

Google Scholar

Scutella R., Wooden M. (2004) Jobless Households in Australia: Incidence, Characteristics and
Consequences, Report prepared for the Australian Government Department of Family and Community
and Services. Melbourne Institute of Applied Economic and Social Research, University of Melbourne.

Google Scholar

Watson N., Wooden M. (2002a) ‘The Household, Income and Labour Dynamics in Australia (HILDA) Survey:
Wave 1 Survey Methodology’, HILDA Project Technical Paper Series No. 1/02, May (Revised September
2002), Melbourne Institute of Applied Economic and Social Research, University of Melbourne.

Google Scholar

Watson N., Wooden M. (2002b) ‘Assessing the Quality of the HILDA Survey: Wave 1 Data’, HILDA Project
Technical Paper Series No. 4/02, October, Melbourne Institute of Applied Economic and Social
Research, University of Melbourne.

https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=%E2%80%98How+Best+to+Impute+Taxes+and+Measure+Public+Transfers%3F%E2%80%99&author=B.+Headey&publication_year=2003
https://doi.org/10.1787/empl_outlook-1998-en
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=Employment+Outlook%2C+July+1998&publication_year=1998&doi=10.1787%2Fempl_outlook-1998-en
https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-8462.00002
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=%E2%80%98The+Burden+of+Unemployment+on+Family+Units%3A+An+Overview%E2%80%99&author=P.+Miller&publication_year=1997&journal=Australian+Economic+Review&pages=16-30&doi=10.1111%2F1467-8462.00002
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=State+of+the+Family+2002&author=A.+Nevile&publication_year=2002
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=Participation+Support+for+a+More+Equitable+Society%3A+Final+Report+of+the+Reference+Group+on+Welfare+Reform&publication_year=2000
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=Jobless+Households+in+Australia%3A+Incidence%2C+Characteristics+and+Consequences&author=R.+Scutella&author=M.+Wooden&publication_year=2004
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=%E2%80%98The+Household%2C+Income+and+Labour+Dynamics+in+Australia+%28HILDA%29+Survey%3A+Wave+1+Survey+Methodology%E2%80%99&author=N.+Watson&author=M.+Wooden&publication_year=2002a


Google Scholar

Watson N., Wooden M. (2003) ‘Towards an Imputation Strategy for Wave 1 of the HILDA Survey’, HILDA
Project Technical Paper Series No. 1/03, March, Melbourne Institute of Applied Economic and Social
Research, University of Melbourne.

Google Scholar

Wooden M. (1994) ‘The Labour-Market Experience of Immigrants’, in Wooden M., Holton R., Hugo G.,
Sloan J., Australian Immigration: A Survey of the Issues (2nd ed.), Australian Government Publishing
Service, Canberra, pp. 218–279.

Google Scholar

Wooden M., Freidin S., Watson N. (2002) ‘The Household, Income and Labour Dynamics in Australia
(HILDA) Survey: Wave 1’, Australian Economic Review, 35 (3): 339–348.

Crossref

Google Scholar

Similar articles:

Dual-Parent Joblessness, Household Work and Its Moderating Role on Children’s Joblessness as Young
Adults

Show details 

Crashing without a Parachute: Racial and Educational Disparities in Unemployment during COVID-19

Show details 

Wellbeing at the edges of ownership

Show details 

View more

Sage recommends:

Available access

Free access

Restricted access

SAG l d

https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=%E2%80%98Assessing+the+Quality+of+the+HILDA+Survey%3A+Wave+1+Data%E2%80%99&author=N.+Watson&author=M.+Wooden&publication_year=2002b
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=%E2%80%98Towards+an+Imputation+Strategy+for+Wave+1+of+the+HILDA+Survey%E2%80%99&author=N.+Watson&author=M.+Wooden&publication_year=2003
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=%E2%80%98The+Labour-Market+Experience+of+Immigrants%E2%80%99&author=M.+Wooden&author=M.+Wooden&author=R.+Holton&author=G.+Hugo&author=J.+Sloan&publication_year=1994&pages=218-279
https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-8462.00252
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=%E2%80%98The+Household%2C+Income+and+Labour+Dynamics+in+Australia+%28HILDA%29+Survey%3A+Wave+1%E2%80%99&author=M.+Wooden&author=S.+Freidin&author=N.+Watson&publication_year=2002&journal=Australian+Economic+Review&pages=339-348&doi=10.1111%2F1467-8462.00252
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0192513X19894353?icid=int.sj-abstract.similar-articles.1
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00027162211069429?icid=int.sj-abstract.similar-articles.2
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0308518X16688471?icid=int.sj-abstract.similar-articles.3


When translation is not enough: background variables in comparative surveys

Show details 

Australian Families

Show details 

Half a Century of Marketing Ethics: Shifting Perspectives and Emerging Trends

Show details 

View more

You currently have no access to this content. Visit the access options page to authenticate.

Download PDF

SAGE Knowledge
Book chapter

SAGE Knowledge
Book chapter

SAGE Knowledge
Literature review

Also from Sage

CQ Library

Elevating debate

Sage Data

Uncovering insight

Sage Business Cases

Shaping futures

Sage Campus

Unleashing potential

Sage Knowledge Sage Research Methods

http://dx.doi.org/10.4135/9781473957893.n20
http://dx.doi.org/10.4135/9781412975957.n4
http://dx.doi.org/10.4135/9781446286098.n18
https://journals.sagepub.com/action/showLogin?uri=/doi/10.1177/103530460401400204
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/103530460401400204?download=true
https://library.cqpress.com/index.php?utm_source=cross-product-footer&utm_medium=cross-product
https://www.data-planet.com/?utm_source=cross-product-footer&utm_medium=cross-product
https://sk.sagepub.com/cases?utm_source=cross-product-footer&utm_medium=cross-product
https://classroom.sagepub.com/?utm_source=cross-product-footer&utm_medium=cross-product
https://sk.sagepub.com/?utm_source=cross-product-footer&utm_medium=cross-product
https://methods.sagepub.com/?utm_source=cross-product-footer&utm_medium=cross-product


We value your privacy We and our partners store and/or access information on a device, such as cookies and
process personal data, such as unique identi�ers and standard information sent by a device for personalised
advertising and content, advertising and content measurement, audience research and services
development. With your permission we and our partners may use precise geolocation data and identi�cation
through device scanning. You may click to consent to our and our 1468 partners’ processing as described
above. Alternatively you may click to refuse to consent or access more detailed information and change your
preferences before consenting. Please note that some processing of your personal data may not require your
consent, but you have a right to object to such processing. Your preferences will apply to this website only.
You can change your preferences or withdraw your consent at any time by returning to this site and clicking
the "Privacy" button at the bottom of the webpage.

Multimedia learning resources Supercharging research

Sage Video

Streaming knowledge

Technology from Sage

Library digital services

https://sk.sagepub.com/?utm_source=cross-product-footer&utm_medium=cross-product
https://methods.sagepub.com/?utm_source=cross-product-footer&utm_medium=cross-product
https://sk.sagepub.com/video?utm_source=cross-product-footer&utm_medium=cross-product
https://www.technologyfromsage.com/?utm_source=cross-product-footer&utm_medium=cross-product

