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got to the current situation; on the types of sociological analyses that are (re)emerging (e.g. around the
meaning of money); on those that have lost and those that have gained, and on where we are going.
Chris Yuill in The Credit Crunch and the High Street: “Coming like a ghost town’, draws on primary
visual data and secondary sources to partly continues the theme of using ‘locality’ to reflect more
broadly on changes elsewhere and in this rapid response piece speculates on the changes to the
British high street that have occurred as a consequence of the ‘credit crunch’. He argues that the
changes are much more profound than simply the loss of a place to shop, that there are losses within
the place and space of the high street that for both individuals and wider society carry implications for
issues of self-identity, social contacts and social exclusion. John Horne in Sport in a Credit Crunched
Consumer Culture considers the impact of the credit crunch for recent trends in professional sport and
suggests that the sociological study of sport faces the same concerns as other sociological domains of
interest and indeed that sport may be seen as a means of resisting as well as subscribing to these
conditions. Lastly, Krings et al in Migration and Recession: Polish Migrants in Post-Celtic Tiger Ireland
look at the effects of the economic downturn on intra-European mobility by focussing on Ireland's
recent migratory activities and the motivations and experiences of European migrants. They argue that
the decision to ‘stay or go’ is more complex than any simplistic assumptions about ‘Poles going home’
due to worsening economic conditions ? the common assumption - allow for and that there are a
complex range of intervening factors, independent of the downturn, that are impacting upon decisions
to stay or leave for these supposedly ‘economic’ migrants.

We hope that these stimulating papers inspire others to contribute to a debate that can be carried

forward and we encourage further contributions on this issue.
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