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Abstract

Excise taxes, or any taxes for that matter, violate property rights, since they take

property without the owner’s consent. The argument that voters consent to be

taxed is a phony argument when subjected to analysis, but we will not get into

that issue here, since it has been discussed elsewhere.
1
 The point of this chapter

is to discuss another abuse of the tax system, the use of taxes to alter or punish

behavior rather than to raise revenue. Although this chapter emphasizes how the

excise tax is used as a tool of social engineering, any tax could be used to alter

taxpayer behavior, so much of what is said about excise taxes could also be said

about other taxes.
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