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(conversational backgrounds) which is saturated in the situational or discourse
context of utterance focusing on the different roles played by its predicative and
attributive constructions. It has turned out that the two constructions impose

different constraints on the saturation of the conversational backgrounds.
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1. The project entitled “Modality in argumentation. A semantic argumentative
study of predictions in Italian economic-financial newspapers” has been
supported by the Swiss National Science Foundation (Grant: 100012-120740/1)
from 2008 to 2011. Although the whole paper has been the result of a
continuous process of interaction between the two authors, Andrea Rocci is the
main responsible of Sects. 1, 2 and 4.1-4.3, while Elena Musi of Sects. 3, 4.4,
4.5 and 5.

2. The ample gamut of discourse analytical works broadly based on Systemic-
Functional Linguistic are the typical example of this paradigm-based strategy, a
very successful illustration being Martin and White’s (2005) Appraisal Theory.
While these works can still provide valuable insights for understanding

communicative strategies in discourse, we believe that they suffer, in terms of
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5. Consider purely institutional states of affairs (like ‘being elected President of
the USA’) and the constitutive rules that put them into being (as opposed to the
regulative rules that can lead natural actions). Suppose that it turns out that
someone was not eligible as U.S. president, because he/she was not a natural
born citizen. In this context, the election is not simply illegal, it is also null. In a
sense, the “elected” has never been truly elected. In these cases there seem to

be a complete coincidence of deontic and alethic modalities.

6. Financial news reports are, for the most part, written in what Martin and White
(2005: 168-169) call a reporter voice: that is they do not contain explicit
judgment, unless this judgment is attributed to external sources. Financial
news articles are not strictly speaking, news reports, as they routinely exhibit
the kind of complex argumentative structures we have exemplified in Fig. 1 in

Sect. 4.3 in order to support evaluative and predictive opinions (cf.
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Bloor T, Pindi M (1990) Schematic structures in economic forecasts. In: Dudley-
Evans T, Henderson W (eds) The language of economics: the analysis of
economics discourse. Modern English Publications in Association with the British

Council, pp 55-66

Google Scholar

Coates J (1995) The expression of root and epistemic possibility in English. In:
Bybee ], Fleishmann S (eds) Modality in grammar and discourse. Benjamins,

Amsterdam, pp 55-66

Chapter Google Scholar

Your privacy, your choice

We use essential cookies to make sure the site can function. We, and our 92 partners, also
use optional cookies and similar technologies for advertising, personalisation of content,
usage analysis, and social media.

By accepting optional cookies, you consent to allowing us and our partners to store and
access personal data on your device, such as browsing behaviour and unique identifiers.
Some third parties are outside of the European Economic Area, with varying standards of
data protection. See our privacy policy for more information on the use of your personal
data. Your consent choices apply to springer.com and applicable subdomains.

You can find further information, and change your preferences via 'Manage preferences'.
You can also change your preferences or withdraw consent at any time via "Your privacy
choices', found in the footer of every page.

We use cookies and similar technologies for the following purposes:
Store and/or access information on a device

Personalised advertising and content, advertising and content measurement,
audience research and services development

Accept all cookies
Reject optional cookies

Manage preferences



https://scholar.google.com/scholar?&q=Bloor%20T%2C%20Pindi%20M%20%281990%29%20Schematic%20structures%20in%20economic%20forecasts.%20In%3A%20Dudley-Evans%20T%2C%20Henderson%20W%20%28eds%29%20The%20language%20of%20economics%3A%20the%20analysis%20of%20economics%20discourse.%20Modern%20English%20Publications%20in%20Association%20with%20the%20British%20Council%2C%20pp%2055%E2%80%9366
https://doi.org/10.1075%2Ftsl.32.04coa
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=The%20expression%20of%20root%20and%20epistemic%20possibility%20in%20English&pages=55-66&publication_year=1995&author=Coates%2CJ
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?&q=DeLazero%20OE%20%282011%29%20On%20the%20semantics%20of%20modal%20adjectives.%20University%20of%20Pennsylvania%20working%20papers%20in%20linguistics%2C%20vol%2017%2C%20no%201%2C%20pp%2087%E2%80%9394
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?&q=van%20Eemeren%20FH%2C%20Grootendorst%20R%2C%20Francisca%20Snoeck%20Henkemans%20A%20%282002%29%20Argumentation%3A%20analysis%2C%20evaluation%2C%20presentation.%20Lawrence%20Erlbaum%20Associates%2C%20Mahwah%2C%20NJ
https://doi.org/10.1017%2FCBO9780511897696.011
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=Two%20theories%20about%20adjectives&pages=123-155&publication_year=1975&author=Kamp%2CH
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?&q=Kamp%20H%2C%20Partee%20B%20%281995%29%20Prototype%20theory%20and%20compositionality.%20Cognition%2057%282%29%3A129%E2%80%93191
https://link.springer.com/privacystatement

Kratzer A (1981) The notional category of modality. In: Eikmeyer H-J, Rieser H
(eds) Words, worlds, and context. Walter de Gruyter, Berlin, pp 38-74

Google Scholar

Kratzer A (1991) Modality. In: von Stechow A, Wunderlich D (eds) Semantics: an
international handbook of contemporary research. Walter de Gruyter, Berlin, pp
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