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Abstract

A liberal democratic society must find a proper balance between respect for the

basic equality of all human beings and respect for individual differences, including

respect for individual excellence. Excessively equalitarian attitudes can be a major

obstacle in accomplishing this. I first discuss the highly detrimental effects that

such attitudes have had on American primary and secondary education. Then I

discuss Rawls's suggestion to replace the traditional common-sense conception of

justice, which he calls thesystem of liberal equality, with a much more equalitarian

conception, which he calls thesystem of democratic equality. I argue that Rawls's

conception of justice would be highly detrimental to society because it would

needlessly discourage talented people from using their talents for the benefit of

society.
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In my view, some of Rawls's arguments are based on misconceptions about the

nature of free will and of moral responsibility. To clarify these issues, I am

proposing a new conception of free will and of moral responsibility, which I call

thebearer's responsibility view.

Finally, I argue against the high priority that Rawls assigns to justice (or to

fairness) over other social values, and against the even higher priority that Kant

assigns to morality over other values of human life.
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