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In my view, some of Rawls's arguments are based on misconceptions about the
nature of free will and of moral responsibility. To clarify these issues, I am
proposing a new conception of free will and of moral responsibility, which I call

thebearer's responsibility view.

Finally, I argue against the high priority that Rawls assigns to justice (or to
fairness) over other social values, and against the even higher priority that Kant

assigns to morality over other values of human life.

0 This is a preview of subscription content, log_in via an institution [2 to check access.

Access this article

Your privacy, your choice

We use essential cookies to make sure the site can function. We, and our 93 partners, also
use optional cookies and similar technologies for advertising, personalisation of content,
usage analysis, and social media.

By accepting optional cookies, you consent to allowing us and our partners to store and
access personal data on your device, such as browsing behaviour and unique identifiers.
Some third parties are outside of the European Economic Area, with varying standards of
data protection. See our privacy policy for more information on the use of your personal
data. Your consent choices apply to springer.com and applicable subdomains.

You can find further information, and change your preferences via 'Manage preferences'.
You can also change your preferences or withdraw consent at any time via "Your privacy
choices', found in the footer of every page.

We use cookies and similar technologies for the following purposes:
Store and/or access information on a device

Personalised advertising and content, advertising and content measurement,
audience research and services development

Accept all cookies
Reject optional cookies

Manage preferences



https://wayf.springernature.com/?redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Flink.springer.com%2Farticle%2F10.1007%2FBF00132990
https://www.springernature.com/gp/librarians/licensing/agc/journals
https://wayf.springernature.com/?redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Flink.springer.com%2Farticle%2F10.1007%2FBF00132990
https://link.springer.com/product/springer-plus
https://link.springer.com/privacystatement

Similar content being viewed by others

Rawls’ Idea of a Liberal Self: A Rawls’s Self-Defeat: A Formal Overlapping consensus in

Communitarian Critique Analysis pluralist societies: simulating
Rawlsian full reflective
equilibrium

Article Open access Article Open access

Article 22 July 2020 07 December 2018 21 December 2023

Your privacy, your choice

We use essential cookies to make sure the site can function. We, and our 93 partners, also
use optional cookies and similar technologies for advertising, personalisation of content,
usage analysis, and social media.

By accepting optional cookies, you consent to allowing us and our partners to store and
access personal data on your device, such as browsing behaviour and unique identifiers.
Some third parties are outside of the European Economic Area, with varying standards of
data protection. See our privacy policy for more information on the use of your personal
data. Your consent choices apply to springer.com and applicable subdomains.

You can find further information, and change your preferences via 'Manage preferences'.
You can also change your preferences or withdraw consent at any time via "Your privacy

choices', found in the footer of every page.

We use cookies and similar technologies for the following purposes:

Store and/or access information on a device

Personalised advertising and content, advertising and content measurement,
audience research and services development

Accept all cookies
Reject optional cookies

Manage preferences



https://link.springer.com/subjects/humanism
https://link.springer.com/subjects/morality
https://link.springer.com/subjects/philosophy-of-the-social-sciences
https://link.springer.com/subjects/social-justice
https://link.springer.com/subjects/utilitarianism
https://link.springer.com/subjects/normative-ethics
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=A%20motivational%20theory%20of%20excuses%20in%20the%20criminal%20law&publication_year=1985&author=Brandt%2CR.%20B.
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=Dictionary%20of%20Quotations.&publication_year=1968&author=Evans%2CBergen
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=Moral%20luck&journal=Aristotelian%20Society%20Supplementary%20Volume&volume=50&pages=138-151&publication_year=1976&author=Nagel%2CThomas
https://link.springer.com/10.1007/s40961-020-00212-8?fromPaywallRec=true
https://link.springer.com/10.1007/s10670-018-0079-4?fromPaywallRec=true
https://link.springer.com/10.1007/s11229-023-04415-9?fromPaywallRec=true
https://link.springer.com/privacystatement

Google Scholar

Narveson, Jan: 1967,Morality and Utility. Johns Hopkins Press, Baltimore.

Google Scholar

Nozick, Robert: 1974,Anarchy, State, and Utopia. Basic Books: New York.

Google Scholar

Rawls, John: 1971,A Theory of Justice. Harvard University Press: Cambridge, MA.

Google Scholar

Your privacy, your choice

We use essential cookies to make sure the site can function. We, and our 93 partners, also
use optional cookies and similar technologies for advertising, personalisation of content,
usage analysis, and social media.

By accepting optional cookies, you consent to allowing us and our partners to store and
access personal data on your device, such as browsing behaviour and unique identifiers.
Some third parties are outside of the European Economic Area, with varying standards of
data protection. See our privacy policy for more information on the use of your personal
data. Your consent choices apply to springer.com and applicable subdomains.

You can find further information, and change your preferences via 'Manage preferences'.
You can also change your preferences or withdraw consent at any time via "Your privacy
choices', found in the footer of every page.

We use cookies and similar technologies for the following purposes:
Store and/or access information on a device

Personalised advertising and content, advertising and content measurement,
audience research and services development

Accept all cookies
Reject optional cookies

Manage preferences



http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=Moral%20luck&journal=Aristotelian%20Society%20Supplementary%20Volume&volume=50&pages=138-151&publication_year=1976&author=Nagel%2CThomas
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=Morality%20and%20Utility.&publication_year=1967&author=Narveson%2CJan
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=Anarchy%2C%20State%2C%20and%20Utopia.&publication_year=1974&author=Nozick%2CRobert
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=A%20Theory%20of%20Justice.&publication_year=1971&author=Rawls%2CJohn
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=Moral%20saints&journal=Journal%20of%20Philosophy&volume=79&pages=419-439&publication_year=1982&author=Wolf%2CSusan
https://s100.copyright.com/AppDispatchServlet?title=Equality%2C%20responsibility%2C%20and%20justice%20as%20seen%20from%20a%20utilitarian%20perspective&author=John%20C.%20Harsanyi&contentID=10.1007%2FBF00132990&copyright=Kluwer%20Academic%20Publishers&publication=0040-5833&publicationDate=1991-09&publisherName=SpringerNature&orderBeanReset=true
https://link.springer.com/privacystatement

Harsanyi, J.C. Equality, responsibility, and justice as seen from a utilitarian perspective. Theor Decis 31,
141-158 (1991). https://doi.org/10.1007/BF00132990

Issue Date

September 1991

DOI
https://doi.org/10.1007/BF00132990

Keywords

equalitarianism individual differences justice talented people Rawils's theory free will

moral responsibility

Your privacy, your choice

We use essential cookies to make sure the site can function. We, and our 93 partners, also
use optional cookies and similar technologies for advertising, personalisation of content,
usage analysis, and social media.

By accepting optional cookies, you consent to allowing us and our partners to store and
access personal data on your device, such as browsing behaviour and unique identifiers.
Some third parties are outside of the European Economic Area, with varying standards of
data protection. See our privacy policy for more information on the use of your personal
data. Your consent choices apply to springer.com and applicable subdomains.

You can find further information, and change your preferences via 'Manage preferences'.
You can also change your preferences or withdraw consent at any time via "Your privacy
choices', found in the footer of every page.

We use cookies and similar technologies for the following purposes:
Store and/or access information on a device

Personalised advertising and content, advertising and content measurement,
audience research and services development

Accept all cookies
Reject optional cookies

Manage preferences



https://link.springer.com/search?query=equalitarianism&facet-discipline=%22Economics%22
https://link.springer.com/search?query=individual%20differences&facet-discipline=%22Economics%22
https://link.springer.com/search?query=justice&facet-discipline=%22Economics%22
https://link.springer.com/search?query=talented%20people&facet-discipline=%22Economics%22
https://link.springer.com/search?query=Rawls%27s%20theory&facet-discipline=%22Economics%22
https://link.springer.com/search?query=free%20will&facet-discipline=%22Economics%22
https://link.springer.com/search?query=moral%20responsibility&facet-discipline=%22Economics%22
https://link.springer.com/journals/
https://www.springernature.com/gp/authors
https://link.springernature.com/home/
https://link.springer.com/privacystatement

Your privacy, your choice

We use essential cookies to make sure the site can function. We, and our 93 partners, also
use optional cookies and similar technologies for advertising, personalisation of content,
usage analysis, and social media.

By accepting optional cookies, you consent to allowing us and our partners to store and
access personal data on your device, such as browsing behaviour and unique identifiers.
Some third parties are outside of the European Economic Area, with varying standards of
data protection. See our privacy policy for more information on the use of your personal
data. Your consent choices apply to springer.com and applicable subdomains.

You can find further information, and change your preferences via 'Manage preferences'.
You can also change your preferences or withdraw consent at any time via "Your privacy
choices', found in the footer of every page.

We use cookies and similar technologies for the following purposes:
Store and/or access information on a device

Personalised advertising and content, advertising and content measurement,
audience research and services development

Accept all cookies
Reject optional cookies

Manage preferences



https://link.springer.com/privacystatement

