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Abstract

This paper empirically investigates the economic and political factors that have

influenced annual Corps of Engineers water resource spending. Despite the

common view that “pork barrel” spending is economically unjustified and purely

politically motivated, economic factors have been important in determining water

resource spending. From 1865–1920, economic development and industrialization

increase spending, and from 1921–1988, spending appears to be counter-cyclical.

There is also evidence that majority parties control spending levels in the post-

Civil war period, while in recent times, legislators act under a norm of

“constrained universalism” and are influenced by the costs to their constituents of

increased spending.

 This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution  to check access.

Log in

The politics and economics of pork barrel
spending: The case of federal financing of
water resources development
Published: December 1995

Volume 85, pages 285–305 (1995) Cite this article

Aims and scope

Submit manuscript

Public Choice

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/BF01048200/metrics
https://wayf.springernature.com/?redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Flink.springer.com%2Farticle%2F10.1007%2FBF01048200
https://link.springer.com/
https://idp.springer.com/auth/personal/springernature?redirect_uri=https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/BF01048200
https://link.springer.com/journal/11127/aims-and-scope
https://submission.springernature.com/new-submission/11127/3
https://link.springer.com/journal/11127


Access this article

Subscribe and save

Springer+ from €37.37 /Month

Buy Now

Price includes VAT (Poland) 

Instant access to the full article PDF.

Institutional subscriptions 

Explore related subjects
Discover the latest articles, books and news in related subjects, suggested using machine learning.

Engineering Economics Political Economy of Energy Public Finance Public Policy

Public Choice and Political Economy Water Policy

References

Anagnoson, J.T. (1980). Politics in the distribution of federal grants: The case of

the Economic Development Administration. In B.S. Rundquist (Ed.),Political

benefits, 61–91. Lexington, MA: D.C. Heath.

Log in via an institution 

Starting from 10 chapters or articles per month

Access and download chapters and articles from more than 300k books and 2,500 journals

Cancel anytime

View plans 

Buy article PDF 39,95 €

https://www.springernature.com/gp/librarians/licensing/agc/journals
https://link.springer.com/subjects/engineering-economics
https://link.springer.com/subjects/political-economy-of-energy
https://link.springer.com/subjects/public-finance
https://link.springer.com/subjects/public-policy
https://link.springer.com/subjects/public-choice-and-political-economy
https://link.springer.com/subjects/water-policy
https://wayf.springernature.com/?redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Flink.springer.com%2Farticle%2F10.1007%2FBF01048200
https://link.springer.com/product/springer-plus


Arnold, R.D. (1981). The local roots of domestic policy. In T.E. Mann and N.J.

Ornstein (Eds.),The new Congress, 250–287. Washington: American Enterprise

Institute.

Baron, D.P. (1991). Majoritarian incentives, pork barrel programs and procedural

control.American Journal of Political Science 35(1): 57–90.

Baron, D.P. (1993). A theory of collective choice for government programs.

Research Paper No. 1240, Stanford University.

Campen, J.T. (1986).Benefit, cost, and beyond: The political economy of benefit-

cost analysis. Cambridge: Ballinger.

Clubb, J., Flanigan, W. and Zingale, N. (1980).Partisan realignment: Voters,

parties, and government in American history. Beverly Hills: Sage Publications.

Collie, M.P. (1988a). The legislature and distributive policy making in formal

perspective.Legislative Studies Quarterly 13(4): 427–458.

Collie, M.P. (1988b). Universalism and the parties in the U.S. House of

Representatives, 1921–80.American Journal of Political Science 32(4): 865–883.

Del Rossi, A.F. (1993). Essays in the federalism of water policy. Unpublished

doctoral dissertation. University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia.

Dorfman, R. (1978). Forty years of cost-benefit analysis. In R. Stone and W.

Peterson (Eds.),Econometric contributions to public policy, 268–284. New York:

St. Martins Press.



Ferejohn, J.A. (1974).Pork barrel politics: Rivers and harbors legislation, 1947–

1968. Stanford: Stanford University Press.

Fitts, M.A. and Inman, R.P. (1992). Controlling Congress: Presidential influence in

domestic fiscal policy.Georgetown Law Journal 80(5): 1737–1785.

Fogel, R.W. (1964).Railroads and American economic growth. Baltimore: John

Hopkins Press.

Groves, T. (1992). Two essays on voting procedures and the budget deficit.

Unpublished manuscript.

Hays, S.P. (1959).Conservation and the gospel of efficiency: The Progressive

Conservation Movement, 1890–1920. Cambridge: Harvard University Press.

Inman, R.P. and Fitts, M.A. (1990). Political institutions and fiscal policy: Evidence

from the U.S. historical record.Journal of Law, Economics, and Organization 6

(Special Issue): 79–132.

Kmenta, J. (1986).Elements of econometrics. New York: Macmillan.

Lippincott, I. (1914). A history of river improvement.Journal of Political Economy

22 (July): 630–660.

McCubbins, M.D. (1990). Note: Budget policy-making and the appearance of

power.Journal of Law, Economics and Organization 6 (Special Issue): 133–153.

Owens, J.R. and Wade, L.L. (1984). Federal spending in congressional

districts.Western Political Quarterly 37(3): 404–423.



Ray, B.A. (1980). Congressional promotion of district interests: Does power on the

Hill really make a difference?. In B.S. Rundquist (Ed.),Political benefits, 1–35.

Lexington, MA: D.C. Heath.

Ray, B.A. (1981). Military committee membership in the House of Representatives

and the allocation of Defense Department outlays.Western Political Quarterly

34(2): 222–234.

Reid, J.N. (1980). Politics, program administration, and the distribution of grants-

in-aid: A theory and a test. In B.S. Rundquist (Ed.),Political benefits, 37–60.

Lexington, MA: D.C. Heath.

Reuss, M. (1991).Reshaping national water politics: The emergence of the Water

Resources Development Act of 1986. Washington, DC: Institute for Water

Resources (IWR Policy Study 91-PS-1).

Reuss, M. and Walker, P.K. (1983).Financing water resources development.

Washington, DC: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (EP 870-1-13).

Rogerson, W.P. (1990). Comment on “Political institutions and fiscal policy:

Evidence from the U.S. historical record”.Journal of Law, Economics and

Organization 6 (Special Issue): 155–166.

Rundquist, B.S. and Ferejohn, J.A. (1975). Observations on a distributive theory of

policy-making: Two American expenditure programs compared. In C. Liske, W.

Loehr and J. McCammant (Eds.),Comparative public policy, 87–108. New York:

Wiley.

Schmid, A.A. (1989).Benefit-cost analysis: A political economy approach. Boulder:

Westview Press.



Schultze, C.L. (1984). Comments. In G.B. Mills and J.L. Palmer (Eds.),Federal

budget policy in the 1980s, 379–384. Washington, DC: Urban Institute.

Shepsle, K.A. and Weingast, B.R. (1981). Political preferences for pork barrel: A

generalization.American Journal of Political Science 25(1): 96–111.

Shepsle, K.A. and Weingast, B.R. (1984). Legislative politics and budget

outcomes. In G.B. Mills and J.L. Palmer (Eds.),Federal budget policy in the 1980s,

343–367. Washington, DC: Urban Institute.

Shepsle, K.A. and Weingast, B.R. (1992). Positive theories of congressional

institutions.Legislative Studies Quarterly.

Weingast, B.R. (1979). A rational choice perspective on congressional

norms.American Journal of Political Science 23(2): 245–263.

Weingast, B.R., Shepsle, K.A. and Johnsen, C. (1981). The political economy of

benefits and costs: A neoclassical approach to distributive politics.Journal of

Political Economy 89(4): 642–664.

Wilson, R.K. (1986). An empirical test of preferences for pork barrel: District level

appropriations for rivers and harbors legislation, 1889–1913.American Journal of

Political Science 30(4): 729–754.

Author information

Authors and Affiliations
Department of Economics and Finance, University of Wyoming, 82071-

3985, Laramie, WY, USA

Alison F. Del Rossi



Additional information

I would like to thank Robert Inman for his generous help and Martin Reuss, Office

of History, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, for his help in locating water resource

financing data and information about the Corps. Thanks also to Miguel Gouveia,

Joni Hersch, Elisabeth Gerber, Mark MacLeod and an anonymous referee for their

comments. Any remaining errors are solely my responsibility.

Rights and permissions

Reprints and permissions

About this article

Cite this article
Del Rossi, A.F. The politics and economics of pork barrel spending: The case of federal financing of water

resources development. Public Choice 85, 285–305 (1995). https://doi.org/10.1007/BF01048200

Accepted

10 January 1994

Issue date

December 1995

DOI

https://doi.org/10.1007/BF01048200

Keywords
Water Resource Economic Development Public Finance Recent Time Economic Factor

Search

Search by keyword or author

https://s100.copyright.com/AppDispatchServlet?title=The%20politics%20and%20economics%20of%20pork%20barrel%20spending%3A%20The%20case%20of%20federal%20financing%20of%20water%20resources%20development&author=Alison%20F.%20Del%20Rossi&contentID=10.1007%2FBF01048200&copyright=Kluwer%20Academic%20Publishers&publication=0048-5829&publicationDate=1995-12&publisherName=SpringerNature&orderBeanReset=true
https://link.springer.com/search?query=Water%20Resource&facet-discipline=%22Economics%22
https://link.springer.com/search?query=Economic%20Development&facet-discipline=%22Economics%22
https://link.springer.com/search?query=Public%20Finance&facet-discipline=%22Economics%22
https://link.springer.com/search?query=Recent%20Time&facet-discipline=%22Economics%22
https://link.springer.com/search?query=Economic%20Factor&facet-discipline=%22Economics%22


Navigation

Find a journal

Publish with us

Track your research

https://link.springer.com/journals/
https://www.springernature.com/gp/authors
https://link.springernature.com/home/

