
Ad
ve

r

Journal of Futures Markets / Volume 30, Issue 2 /  pp. 156-174

Research Article

Do small traders contribute to price discovery? Evidence from the Hong Kong Hang

Seng Index markets

First published: 21 July 2009

https://doi.org/10.1002/fut.20410

Abstract

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Ates, A., & Wang, G. H. K. (2005). Information transmission in electronic versus open-outcry trading systems: An
analysis of U.S. equity index futures markets. Journal of Futures Markets, 25, 679–715.

Baillie, R. T., Booth, G. G., Tse, Y., & Zabotina, T. (2002). Price discovery and common factor models. Journal of

Financial Markets, 5, 309–321.

Barber, B. M., & Odean, T. (2000). Trading is hazardous to your wealth: The common stock investment
performance of individual investors. Journal of Finance, 55, 773–806.

Libin Tao, Frank M. Song

PDF

Using one-contract-size trades in the Mini Hang Seng Index futures to proxy the activities of small
traders, this study empirically investigates the information contribution of small futures traders to
price discovery on the Hang Seng Index (HSI) markets. Estimated with the models of Gonzalo, J.,
and Granger, C. W. J. (1995) and Hasbrouck, J. (1995), the results show that small traders contribute
about 16.8% to price discovery, a disproportionately high share considering their relatively low
trading volume. The results also indicate that the Hang Seng Index futures (HSIF) market still has
the largest information share (about 71.0%), whereas the HSI spot market has a 12.2% share. Our
results suggest that small traders are not uninformed in the HSIF markets, and play an important
role in price discovery. © 2009 Wiley Periodicals, Inc. Jrl Fut Mark 30:156–174, 2010
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