
Ad
ve

r

Journal of International Development / Volume 7, Issue 3 /  pp. 423-441

Article

Financing rural health services in China in the context of economic reform

First published: May/June 1995

https://doi.org/10.1002/jid.3380070307

Abstract

References 

Besley, P. (1994). ‘ The demand for health care and health insurance.’ In A. McGuire, P. Fenn and K. Mayhew
(eds) Providing Health Care: The Economics of Alternative Systems of Finance and Delivery. Oxford,
Oxford University Press.

Bird, R. and Wallich, C. (1993). Fiscal decentralization and intergovernmental relations in transition economies,
Policy Research Department Working Paper WPS 1122. Washington, D.C., World Bank.

Cretin S., et al. (1990). “Modelling the e�ect of insurance on health expenditures in the People's Republic of
China”, Health Services Research, 25 (4), 667–685.

Gerald Bloom, Tang Sheng-Lan, Gu Xing-Yuan

The changes which have taken place in the Chinese economy since the late 1970s have a�ected
rural health services in a number of ways: local prepayment schemes have collapsed and most
people pay in cash for medical care; health facilities have more autonomy from the government;
and political mobilization for health has decreased. In the less developed parts of the country poor
households cannot get the health services they require and health facilities face �nancial
problems. China's policy makers face an imposing agenda of issues which could lead them towards
a fundamental rede�nition of the relationships between users and providers of health services,
third-party payers, local government health departments and local professional and community
organizations.
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