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Perceptions of solid waste management in India belong to a tradition of thought which dates back
to the early nineteenth century. Solid waste is often thought of as a purely municipal problem. The
paper examines how far informal systems of solid waste management are a response to a void in
property rights. It analyses the variety of local operations in Calcutta, including the informal
system. The assumptions that solid waste management is a public good that therefore needs to be
municipalized and that in the absence of municipalization there would be greater costs are both
questioned. It is hypothesized that there may be no measurable economies of scale in any part of
the waste cycle. It may be more worthwhile to improve and expand the informal system of waste
management than to collectivize further the traditional system of collection, transportation and
disposal.

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/1099162x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/1099162x/1993/13/1
https://doi.org/10.1002/pad.4230130102
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar%3Fhl%3Den%26q%3D%250A%2BAIIHPH%2B%2528undated%2529.%250A%2BSocio%25E2%2580%2590Economic%2Band%2BHealth%2BAspects%2Bof%2Brecycling%2Bof%2BUrban%2BSolid%2BWaste%2BThrough%2BScavenging.%250AA%2Breport%2Bprepared%2Bby%2Bthe%2BDepartment%2Bof%2BSanitary%2BEngineering%252C%2BAll%2BIndia%2BInstitute%2Bof%2BHygiene%2Band%2BPublic%2BHealth%252C%2BCalcutta.%250A&doi=10.1002%2Fpad.4230130102&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar%3Fhl%3Den%26q%3D%250ABaden%252C%2BJ.%250A%25E2%2580%2598%2BA%2Bprimer%2Bfor%2Bthe%2Bmanagement%2Bof%2Bcommon%2Bpool%2Bresources%25E2%2580%2599.%2BIn%250A%2BG.%2BHardin%2Band%250A%2BJ.%2BBaden%2B%2528eds%2529%252C%250A%2BManaging%2Bthe%2BCommons.%250AW.%2BH.%2BFreeman%2Band%2BCo.%252C%250ASan%2BFrancisco.%250A&doi=10.1002%2Fpad.4230130102&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/servlet/linkout?suffix=null&dbid=128&doi=10.1002%2Fpad.4230130102&key=A1991FY48600304&getFTLinkType=true&doiForPubOfPage=10.1002%2Fpad.4230130102&refDoi=e_1_2_1_4_1%3AISI&linkType=ISI&linkSource=FULL_TEXT&linkLocation=Reference
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26publication_year%3D1991%26author%3DT.%2BK.%2BBannerjee%26title%3DCalcutta%2527s%2BUrban%2BFuture&doi=10.1002%2Fpad.4230130102&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/authored-by/Bose/Anu
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/authored-by/Blore/Ian


Bartone, C. et al. (1990). Investments in Solid Waste Management: Opportunities for Environmental

Improvement. Working Papers in Urban Development, The World Bank, Washington DC.

Google Scholar

Bish, R. L. (1977). ‘ Environmental resource management: public or private?’ In G. Hardin and J. Baden (eds),
Managing the Commons. W. H. Freeman and Co., San Francisco.

Google Scholar

Coase, R. H. (1988). ‘ The lighthouse in economies’. In T. Cowen (ed.), The Theory of Market Failure—A

Critical Examination. George Mason University Press, Fairfax, Virginia.

Web of Science® Google Scholar

Dutt, D. K. and Chaudhry, J. R. (1979). Garbage Disposal in Big Cities with Special Reference to Calcutta.
Indian Institute of Social Welfare and Business Management, Calcutta, India.

Google Scholar

Furedy, C. (1989a). ‘Challenges in reforming the philosophy and practice of solid waste management: a social
perspective’, Regional Development Dialogue, 10 (3), Autumn.

Google Scholar

Furedy, C. (1989b). ‘Social considerations in solid waste management in Asian cities’, Regional Development

Dialogue, 10 (3), Autumn.

Google Scholar

Furubotn, E. G. and Pejovich, S. (1974). The Economics of Property Rights. Ballinger Publishing Co.,
Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Google Scholar

Libecap, G. (1989). Contracting for Property Rights. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.

Google Scholar

Mitra, A. (1990). Calcutta on the Eve of her Tercentenary. Abhinav Publications, New Delhi, India.

Google Scholar

Ostrom, V. and Ostrom, E. (1977). ‘ A theory for institutional analysis of common pool problems’. In G. Hardin
and J. Baden (eds), Managing the Commons. W. H. Freeman and Co., San Francisco.

Google Scholar

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26publication_year%3D1990%26author%3DC.%2BBartone%26title%3DInvestments%2Bin%2BSolid%2BWaste%2BManagement%253A%2BOpportunities%2Bfor%2BEnvironmental%2BImprovement&doi=10.1002%2Fpad.4230130102&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26publication_year%3D1977%26author%3DR.%2BL.%2BBish%26title%3DManaging%2Bthe%2BCommons&doi=10.1002%2Fpad.4230130102&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/servlet/linkout?suffix=null&dbid=128&doi=10.1002%2Fpad.4230130102&key=A1988N741000001&getFTLinkType=true&doiForPubOfPage=10.1002%2Fpad.4230130102&refDoi=e_1_2_1_7_1%3AISI&linkType=ISI&linkSource=FULL_TEXT&linkLocation=Reference
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26publication_year%3D1988%26author%3DR.%2BH.%2BCoase%26title%3DThe%2BTheory%2Bof%2BMarket%2BFailure%25E2%2580%2594A%2BCritical%2BExamination&doi=10.1002%2Fpad.4230130102&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26publication_year%3D1979%26author%3DD.%2BK.%2BDutt%26author%3DJ.%2BR.%2BChaudhry%26title%3DGarbage%2BDisposal%2Bin%2BBig%2BCities%2Bwith%2BSpecial%2BReference%2Bto%2BCalcutta&doi=10.1002%2Fpad.4230130102&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26volume%3D10%26publication_year%3D1989a%26journal%3DRegional%2BDevelopment%2BDialogue%26issue%3D3%26author%3DC.%2BFuredy%26title%3DChallenges%2Bin%2Breforming%2Bthe%2Bphilosophy%2Band%2Bpractice%2Bof%2Bsolid%2Bwaste%2Bmanagement%253A%2Ba%2Bsocial%2Bperspective&doi=10.1002%2Fpad.4230130102&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26volume%3D10%26publication_year%3D1989b%26journal%3DRegional%2BDevelopment%2BDialogue%26issue%3D3%26author%3DC.%2BFuredy%26title%3DSocial%2Bconsiderations%2Bin%2Bsolid%2Bwaste%2Bmanagement%2Bin%2BAsian%2Bcities&doi=10.1002%2Fpad.4230130102&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26publication_year%3D1974%26author%3DE.%2BG.%2BFurubotn%26author%3DS.%2BPejovich%26title%3DThe%2BEconomics%2Bof%2BProperty%2BRights&doi=10.1002%2Fpad.4230130102&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26publication_year%3D1989%26author%3DG.%2BLibecap%26title%3DContracting%2Bfor%2BProperty%2BRights&doi=10.1002%2Fpad.4230130102&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26publication_year%3D1990%26author%3DA.%2BMitra%26title%3DCalcutta%2Bon%2Bthe%2BEve%2Bof%2Bher%2BTercentenary&doi=10.1002%2Fpad.4230130102&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26publication_year%3D1977%26author%3DV.%2BOstrom%26author%3DE.%2BOstrom%26title%3DManaging%2Bthe%2BCommons&doi=10.1002%2Fpad.4230130102&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT


Download PDF

g

Ostrom, E. (1977). ‘ Collective action and the tragedy of the commons’. In G. Hardin and J. Baden (eds),
Managing the Commons. W. H. Freeman and Co., San Francisco.

Google Scholar

Pollock, C. (1987). Mining the Urban Wastes: The Potential for Recycling. World Watch Paper No. 76, World
Watch Institute, Washington DC.

Google Scholar

Citing Literature 

ABOUT WILEY ONLINE LIBRARY

Privacy Policy

Terms of Use

About Cookies

Manage Cookies
Accessibility

Wiley Research DE&I Statement and Publishing Policies

Developing World Access

HELP & SUPPORT

Contact Us

Training and Support

DMCA & Reporting Piracy

OPPORTUNITIES

Subscription Agents

Advertisers & Corporate Partners

CONNECT WITH WILEY

The Wiley Network

Wiley Press Room

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1002/pad.4230130102
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26publication_year%3D1977%26author%3DV.%2BOstrom%26author%3DE.%2BOstrom%26title%3DManaging%2Bthe%2BCommons&doi=10.1002%2Fpad.4230130102&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26publication_year%3D1977%26author%3DE.%2BOstrom%26title%3DManaging%2Bthe%2BCommons&doi=10.1002%2Fpad.4230130102&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar%3Fhl%3Den%26q%3D%250APollock%252C%2BC.%250A%25281987%2529.%250A%2BMining%2Bthe%2BUrban%2BWastes%253A%2BThe%2BPotential%2Bfor%2BRecycling.%250AWorld%2BWatch%2BPaper%2BNo.%2B76%252C%2BWorld%2BWatch%2BInstitute%252C%2BWashington%2BDC.%250A&doi=10.1002%2Fpad.4230130102&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://www.wiley.com/privacy
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/terms-and-conditions
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/cookies
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/accessibility
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/publishing-policies
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/developing-world-access
https://hub.wiley.com/community/support/onlinelibrary
https://www.wiley.com/customer-success/wiley-online-library-training-hub
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/dmca-notification-policy
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/agents
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/advertisers
https://www.wiley.com/network
https://newsroom.wiley.com/
https://www.wiley.com/


Copyright © 1999-2025 John Wiley & Sons, Inc or related companies. All rights reserved, including rights for text and data mining and training
of arti�cial intelligence technologies or similar technologies.

https://www.wiley.com/
https://www.wiley.com/

