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Abstract

John Accordino, Gary T. Johnson

Vacant and abandoned property is increasingly recognized as a signi�cant barrier to the
revitalization of central cities. This study sheds some light on the nature of the property
abandonment problem and on current city e�orts to address it. It is based upon the �ndings of a
survey of the 200 most populous central cities in the United States, conducted during the summer
and fall of 1997, and on follow-up interviews with a portion of the survey population, conducted
during the summer of 1998. The �ndings of the survey and interviews indicate that vacant and
abandoned property is perceived as a signi�cant problem by elected and appointed o�cials in the
nation's largest central cities. This type of property a�ects many aspects of community life,
including housing and neighborhood vitality, crime prevention e�orts, and commercial district
vitality. Single- and multi-family housing, retail properties and vacant land are the most
problematic types of vacant and abandoned property for most cities. Cities use a variety of
techniques to address this problem, including aggressive code enforcement, tax foreclosure,
eminent domain, and cosmetic improvements. One-third of the cities surveyed use a variety of
other innovative tools to combat the vacant and abandoned property problem. Nevertheless,
current e�orts to combat the problem su�er from a number of shortcomings that are described in
the article.

Citing Literature 

ABOUT WILEY ONLINE LIBRARY

Privacy Policy

Terms of Use

About Cookies

Manage Cookies

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/0735-2166.00058
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/14679906
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14679906/2000/22/3
https://doi.org/10.1111/0735-2166.00058
mailto:jaccordi@saturn.vcu.edu
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/authored-by/Accordino/John
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/authored-by/Johnson/Gary+T.
https://www.wiley.com/privacy
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/terms-and-conditions
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/cookies


Accessibility

Wiley Research DE&I Statement and Publishing Policies

Developing World Access

HELP & SUPPORT

Contact Us

Training and Support

DMCA & Reporting Piracy

OPPORTUNITIES

Subscription Agents

Advertisers & Corporate Partners

CONNECT WITH WILEY

The Wiley Network

Wiley Press Room

Copyright © 1999-2025 John Wiley & Sons, Inc or related companies. All rights reserved, including rights for text and data mining and training
of arti�cial intelligence technologies or similar technologies.

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/accessibility
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/publishing-policies
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/developing-world-access
https://hub.wiley.com/community/support/onlinelibrary
https://www.wiley.com/customer-success/wiley-online-library-training-hub
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/dmca-notification-policy
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/agents
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/advertisers
https://www.wiley.com/network
https://newsroom.wiley.com/
https://www.wiley.com/
https://www.wiley.com/

