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Abstract

Government's intrinsic role in sustaining a viable gambling industry, and its significant revenue
stake in industry profitability, can make the public effectively shareholders in the industry. An
important social cost of gambling is the potential for corruption of democratic processes through
close industry and government links. Government can increase gambling revenues by expanding
the tax base, rather than by raising tax rates. Gambling tax rates have fallen in recent decades,
while revenues have increased dramatically. This paper analyses the forces encouraging
governments to give excessive priority to protecting gambling revenues. It finds gambling taxation
is regressive, and increasingly so as access widens. ‘Children, madmen and fools' are significant to
the market. The transition to a goods and services tax, along with the recent inquiry by the
Productivity Commission into gambling, provides an opportunity for gambling policy to be made in
a coherent social and economic framework, rather than as ad hoc and short-term solutions to
State governments' revenue problems. Such an outcome rests on the Commonwealth government
playing a leadership role.

Citing Literature

Download PDF

ABOUT WILEY ONLINE LIBRARY

Privacy Policy
Terms of Use
About Cookies

Manage Cookies



https://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuDyqq_oIIE1PA5FeyCup_DMGVMdWC0CfcryuRGfC3tf49uJ7y_JXtT9wqLQL6OL7ODnrxF4olcRMMrJ76qnlPYWzqlVSFdRbW2D4QBfMvZ9WP0Fa7fwuA-ig5WxPc4ujTAyijcCooCIZIHUOc3ZYv0cCzC-oGN2r8_NzkexLVBEauDKMkCleuiWBGSYUG3Sniv4DQeJCbFWWZSoI0xXnMpSufbkwkhfkEqX-0B3CmUtbP1R4y8hgG1pY0zFe6PsAyGNx2Rs-JLZo_0tE5NgHf68pRqusHH2ckXjCOaEmbR_i3ZhtME29Qy6Ot3fuCnF7V_4amWYpBWjqHL67yiSrhDp09AVDmRjNSxxtOmULHQ6dzdxwppyJmeHBwHuyfciyBcL21SstFE6gH1g6nNlKEfljnQGVKwZTxO&sig=Cg0ArKJSzH8_dkPCGtmu&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.wiley.com/publish/book
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/1467-8462.00143
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/14678462
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14678462/2000/33/2
https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-8462.00143
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/authored-by/Smith/Julie
https://www.wiley.com/privacy
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/terms-and-conditions
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/cookies

Accessibility
Wiley Research DE&I Statement and Publishing Policies

Developing World Access

HELP & SUPPORT

Contact Us
Training and Support
DMCA & Reporting Piracy

OPPORTUNITIES

Subscription Agents

Advertisers & Corporate Partners

CONNECT WITH WILEY

The Wiley Network

Wiley Press Room

Copyright © 1999-2024 John Wiley & Sons, Inc or related companies. All rights reserved, including rights for text and data mining and training
of artificial intelligence technologies or similar technologies.

WILEY



https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/accessibility
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/publishing-policies
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/developing-world-access
https://hub.wiley.com/community/support/onlinelibrary
https://www.wiley.com/customer-success/wiley-online-library-training-hub
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/dmca-notification-policy
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/agents
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/advertisers
https://www.wiley.com/network
https://newsroom.wiley.com/
https://www.wiley.com/
https://www.wiley.com/

