
Australian Accounting Review / Volume 27, Issue 2 /  pp. 220-227

Commentary

Bitcoin – Its Economics for Financial Reporting

First published: 24 April 2017
https://doi.org/10.1111/auar.12167
Citations: 53

Abstract

References 

Cuadras-Morató, X. 1997, ‘Can Ice Cream be Money?: Perishable Medium of Exchange’, Journal of Economics, 66
(2): 103–25.

Web of Science® Google Scholar

FutureInc 2014, ‘ Digital Currencies: Where to From Here?’ A Report by the Chartered Accountants Australia
and New Zealand. Available at: http://www.charteredaccountants.com.au/futureinc/publications, accessed
26 March 2015.

Google Scholar

Internal Revenue Service 2014, ‘ IRS Virtual Currency Guidance: Virtual Currency is Treated as Property for U.S.
Federal Tax Purposes. General Rules for Property Transactions Apply’. Available at: https://www.irs.gov/uac/n
ewsroom/irs-virtual-currency-guidance, accessed 26 March 2015.

Google Scholar

Boon Seng Tan, Kin Yew Low

Despite its increasing popularity, no o�cial guidance on the �nancial reporting of Bitcoin
transactions has been provided by standard setters, although tax accounting guidance began to
appear in 2014. Designed as a decentralised currency, Bitcoin is not intended to become a
reporting currency and will instead complement �at money. We argue that in the case of Bitcoin
the accounting principle of faithful representation requires interpretation of the economic
substance for �nancial reporting that varies with reporting entity: trading �rms recognise Bitcoin
like a foreign currency and measure the revenue, or expense, at the equivalent amount of the
reporting currency and digital currency exchanges recognise Bitcoin as goods in line with tax
accounting treatment. An Economica paper by Radford (1945), which describes the use of cigarettes
as commodity money in a prisoner of war camp alludes to this economic basis. This paper applies
accounting principles to a practical issue and contributes to the process by which standard setters
may issue an interpretation.
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