AdvE&

European Financial Management / Volume 22, Issue 4/ pp. 540-575

Article
The Bright Side of Discretionary Accruals: Evidence from Finance and Innovation

(Grace) Qing Hao i, Keming Li =4

First published: 09 September 2015
https://doi.org/10.1111/eufm.12068

The authors are grateful to three anonymous referees, John Doukas (the Editor), Jay Ritter and Dave Diltz for helpful
comments and suggestions. The authors also thank Wendy Jennings for editorial assistance. Grace Hao would like to
acknowledge financial support from the College of Business Administration at the University of Texas at Arlington.

ABSTRACT

We find cross-sectional evidence that a financially constrained firm with patentable innovation
opportunities can use discretionary accruals to reveal information about the firm's prospects and
facilitate its financing activities. Specifically, using firms with patents in the National Bureau of
Economic Research (NBER) patent database, we find that among financially constrained firms,
higher discretionary accruals are associated with more capital being raised, greater research and
development (R&D) expenditures, more patents, more patent citations, and better operating
performance in the future. These positive relationships are driven by firms that raise equity capital,
especially those that raise equity capital from employees.
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