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SUMMARY

We consider mathematics to be an input into the production of human and knowledge capital in
economics. The competitive and the interest group models are analyzed as to their predictions
about the efficient use of this input. Many stylized facts are found to be consistent with the interest
group model and the implication of an excess use of mathematics. Mathematics in journal articles
is shown to have grown significantly during the postwar years. In a survey, 250 economists express
the view that there is too much mathematics in professional journals. Only a minority of
respondents rejects the view that interest group behaviour is taking place.

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG

Wir betrachten die Mathematik als einen Produktionsfaktor zur Erzeugung von 6konomischem
human capital und Wissen. Das Wettbewerbsmodell und das Modell der Interessengruppen
werden auf ihre Aussagen bezuglich des effizienten Gebrauchs des Inputs <Mathematik>>
analysiert. Es zeigt sich, dass viele Tatsachen mit dem Modell der Interessengruppen konsistent
sind und auf einen zu haufigen Gebrauch der Mathematik hinweisen. Der Gebrauch von
Mathematik hat in wissenschaftlichen Artikeln wahrend der Kriegsjahre signifikant zugenommen.
In einer Umfrage dussern die rund 250 antwortenden 6konomen die Meinung, dass in den
Zeitschriften zu viel Mathematik Verwendung findet. Nur eine Minderheit verwirft die Ansicht, dass
Interessengruppenverhalten stattfindet.
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250 économistes disent que les mathématiques tiennent une trop grande place dans leurs revues
professionnelles. Et seule une minorité d'entre eux rejette la capacité explicative du modéle des
groupes d'intéret.

REFERENCES %

BECKER, GARY S.: ‘Competition Among Pressure Groups for Political Influence’, Quarterly Journal of Economics,
Vol. 98 (1983), pp. 371-400.

Web of Science® [ Google Scholar 4

BLAUG, M. and STURGES, P.: Who's Who in Economics: A Bibliographic Dictionary of Major Economists 1700-1981,
Cambridge : MIT Press, 1983.

Google Scholar 4

BOLAND, LAWRENCE: ‘ Economic Methodology: Theory and Practice’, in M. AUDET and J.-L. MALOUIN (eds.):
The Generation of Scientific Administrative Knowledge. Laval University Press, 1986(a).

Google Scholar 4

BOLAND, LAWRENCE: Methodology for a New Microeconomics, Boston : Allen & Unwin, 1986(b).

Google Scholar (4

BOLAND, LAWRENCE: Foundations of Economic Method, London : Geo. Allen & Unwin, 1982.

Google Scholar 4

CHRESSANTHIS, G.: Mathematical Economic Thought and Language: Creation of the Discussion Paper, Texas
Tech University (January 1985).

Google Scholar (4

This website utilizes technologies such as cookies to enable essential site functionality, as well as for
analytics, personalization, and targeted advertising. You may change your settings at any time or accept
the default settings. You may close this banner to continue with only essential cookies. Privacy Policy

Manage Preferences

Accept All

Reject Non-Essential



https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/servlet/linkout?suffix=null&dbid=128&doi=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&key=A1983RC83800001&getFTLinkType=true&doiForPubOfPage=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&refDoi=10.2307%2F1886017&linkType=ISI&linkSource=FULL_TEXT&linkLocation=Reference
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26volume%3D98%26publication_year%3D1983%26pages%3D371-400%26journal%3DQuarterly%2BJournal%2Bof%2BEconomics%26author%3DGARY%2BS.%2BBECKER%26title%3DCompetition%2BAmong%2BPressure%2BGroups%2Bfor%2BPolitical%2BInfluence&doi=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&doiOfLink=10.2307%2F1886017&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26publication_year%3D1983%26pages%3D1700-1981%26author%3DM.%2BBLAUG%26author%3DP.%2BSTURGES%26title%3DWho%2527s%2BWho%2Bin%2BEconomics%253A%2BA%2BBibliographic%2BDictionary%2Bof%2BMajor%2BEconomists&doi=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26publication_year%3D1986%2528a%2529%26author%3DLAWRENCE%2BBOLAND%26title%3DThe%2BGeneration%2Bof%2BScientific%2BAdministrative%2BKnowledge&doi=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26publication_year%3D1986%2528b%2529%26author%3DLAWRENCE%2BBOLAND%26title%3DMethodology%2Bfor%2Ba%2BNew%2BMicroeconomics&doi=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26publication_year%3D1982%26author%3DLAWRENCE%2BBOLAND%26title%3DFoundations%2Bof%2BEconomic%2BMethod&doi=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&doiOfLink=10.4324%2F9780203428146&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26publication_year%3DJanuary%2B1985%26author%3DG.%2BCHRESSANTHIS%26title%3DMathematical%2BEconomic%2BThought%2Band%2BLanguage%253A%2BCreation%2Bof%2Bthe%2BDiscussion%2BPaper&doi=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26publication_year%3D1985%26author%3DR.%2BFRANCIS%2BDAVID%26title%3DAre%2BMath%2BFormulas%2BWashing%2BCommon%2BSense%2Bout%2Bof%2BEconomic%2BTheory&doi=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26publication_year%3DJune%2B1985%26author%3DARTHUR%2BM.%2BDIAMOND%26title%3DDEBREU%2527S%2BImpact%2Bon%2BEmpirical%2BWork%253A%2BAn%2BEmpirical%2BTest&doi=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://www.wiley.com/privacy

The Economist: * School Briefs’ (December 15, 1984), pp. 72-73.

Google Scholar (4

KOOPMANS, TJALLING: Three Essays on the State of Economic Science, New York : McGraw-Hill, 1957.

Google Scholar (4

LEJJONHUFVUD, AXEL: ‘Life Among the Econ’, Western Economic Journal (1973), pp. 327-337.

Web of Science® [©4 Google Scholar &

LEONTIEF, WASSILY: ‘Theoretical Assumptions and Nonobserved Facts’, American Economic Review (1971), pp.
1-7.

Web of Science® [©4 Google Scholar &

LEONTIEF, WASSILY: Letter to the Editor of Science, Vol. 217 (July 9, 1982), n. 4555.

Web of Science® [ Google Scholar &

LIEBOWITZ, S. J. and PALMER, J. P.: ‘Assessing the Relative Impacts of Economics Journals’, Journal of Economic
Literature (March, 1984), pp. 77-88.

Web of Science® [ Google Scholar &

MCCLOSKEY, DONALD N.: ‘The Rhetoric of Economics’, Journal of Economic Literature (June, 1983), pp. 481-517.

Web of Science® (4 Google Scholar 4

Newsweek: ‘What Good are Economists?’ (February 4, 1985), pp. 60-63.

Google Scholar (4

This website utilizes technologies such as cookies to enable essential site functionality, as well as for
analytics, personalization, and targeted advertising. You may change your settings at any time or accept
the default settings. You may close this banner to continue with only essential cookies. Privacy Policy

Manage Preferences

Accept All

Reject Non-Essential



https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar%3Fhl%3Den%26q%3D%250A%2BThe%2BEconomist%253A%2B%25E2%2580%2598%2BSchool%2BBriefs%25E2%2580%2599%2B%2528December%2B15%252C%2B1984%2529%252C%2Bpp.%250A%2509%2509%2509%2509%2509%2B72%25E2%2580%259373.%250A&doi=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26publication_year%3D1957%26author%3DTJALLING%2BKOOPMANS%26title%3DThree%2BEssays%2Bon%2Bthe%2BState%2Bof%2BEconomic%2BScience&doi=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/servlet/linkout?suffix=null&dbid=128&doi=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&key=A1973R212100007&getFTLinkType=true&doiForPubOfPage=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&refDoi=e_1_2_1_12_1%3AISI&linkType=ISI&linkSource=FULL_TEXT&linkLocation=Reference
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26publication_year%3D1973%26pages%3D327-337%26journal%3DWestern%2BEconomic%2BJournal%26author%3DAXEL%2BLEIJONHUFVUD%26title%3DLife%2BAmong%2Bthe%2BEcon&doi=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/servlet/linkout?suffix=null&dbid=128&doi=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&key=A1971I770400001&getFTLinkType=true&doiForPubOfPage=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&refDoi=e_1_2_1_13_1%3AISI&linkType=ISI&linkSource=FULL_TEXT&linkLocation=Reference
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26publication_year%3D1971%26pages%3D1-7%26journal%3DAmerican%2BEconomic%2BReview%26author%3DWASSILY%2BLEONTIEF%26title%3DTheoretical%2BAssumptions%2Band%2BNonobserved%2BFacts&doi=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/servlet/linkout?suffix=null&dbid=128&doi=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&key=A1982NV62700001&getFTLinkType=true&doiForPubOfPage=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&refDoi=e_1_2_1_14_1%3AISI&linkType=ISI&linkSource=FULL_TEXT&linkLocation=Reference
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26volume%3D217%26publication_year%3D1982%26journal%3DLetter%2Bto%2Bthe%2BEditor%2Bof%2BScience%26author%3DWASSILY%2BLEONTIEF%26title%3DLetter%2Bto%2Bthe%2BEditor%2Bof%2BScience&doi=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/servlet/linkout?suffix=null&dbid=128&doi=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&key=A1984SJ92000004&getFTLinkType=true&doiForPubOfPage=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&refDoi=e_1_2_1_15_1%3AISI&linkType=ISI&linkSource=FULL_TEXT&linkLocation=Reference
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26publication_year%3DMarch%252C%2B1984%26pages%3D77-88%26journal%3DJournal%2Bof%2BEconomic%2BLiterature%26author%3DS.%2BJ.%2BLIEBOWITZ%26author%3DJ.%2BP.%2BPALMER%26title%3DAssessing%2Bthe%2BRelative%2BImpacts%2Bof%2BEconomics%2BJournals&doi=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/servlet/linkout?suffix=null&dbid=128&doi=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&key=A1983QW00500001&getFTLinkType=true&doiForPubOfPage=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&refDoi=e_1_2_1_16_1%3AISI&linkType=ISI&linkSource=FULL_TEXT&linkLocation=Reference
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26publication_year%3DJune%252C%2B1983%26pages%3D481-517%26journal%3DJournal%2Bof%2BEconomic%2BLiterature%26author%3DDONALD%2BN.%2BMCCLOSKEY%26title%3DThe%2BRhetoric%2Bof%2BEconomics&doi=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar%3Fhl%3Den%26q%3D%250ANewsweek%253A%2B%25E2%2580%2598What%2BGood%2Bare%2BEconomists%253F%25E2%2580%2599%2B%2528February%2B4%252C%2B1985%2529%252C%2Bpp.%250A%2509%2509%2509%2509%2509%2B60%25E2%2580%259363.%250A&doi=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26publication_year%3D1966%26pages%3D102-113%26author%3DEUGENE%2BROTWEIN%26title%3DEssays%2Bin%2BMethodology&doi=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://www.wiley.com/privacy

TINTNER, GERHARD: * Methodology of Mathematical Economics and Econometrics’, International Encyclopedia
of Unified Science, Chicago : University of Chicago Press, 1968.

Google Scholar 4

WELLINGTON, DONALD: “ Publication Games’, unpublished manuscript, Vergennes, Vermont.

Google Scholar 4

Citing Literature

Download PDF

ABOUT WILEY ONLINE LIBRARY

Privacy Policy
Terms of Use
About Cookies
Manage Cookies
Accessibility
Wiley Research DE&I Statement and Publishing Policies

HELP & SUPPORT

Contact Us
Training and Support
DMCA & Reporting Piracy

Sitemap

OPPORTUNITIES

Subscription Agents

Advertisers & Corporate Partners

This website utilizes technologies such as cookies to enable essential site functionality, as well as for
analytics, personalization, and targeted advertising. You may change your settings at any time or accept
the default settings. You may close this banner to continue with only essential cookies.

Manage Preferences

Accept All

Reject Non-Essential



https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/j.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar_lookup%3Fhl%3Den%26publication_year%3D1968%26author%3DGERHARD%2BTINTNER%26title%3DInternational%2BEncyclopedia%2Bof%2BUnified%2BScience&doi=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/getFTRLinkout?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar%3Fhl%3Den%26q%3D%250AWELLINGTON%252C%2BDONALD%253A%2B%25E2%2580%2598%2BPublication%2BGames%25E2%2580%2599%252C%2Bunpublished%2Bmanuscript%252C%2BVergennes%252C%2BVermont.%250A&doi=10.1111%2Fj.1467-6435.1986.tb00779.x&linkType=gs&linkLocation=Reference&linkSource=FULL_TEXT
https://www.wiley.com/privacy
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/terms-and-conditions
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/cookies
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/accessibility
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/publishing-policies
https://hub.wiley.com/community/support/onlinelibrary
https://www.wiley.com/customer-success/wiley-online-library-training-hub
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/dmca-notification-policy
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/sitemap
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/agents
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/advertisers
https://www.wiley.com/network
https://newsroom.wiley.com/
https://www.wiley.com/
https://www.wiley.com/privacy

Copyright © 1999-2026 John Wiley & Sons, Inc or related companies. All rights reserved, including rights for text and data mining and training
of artificial intelligence technologies or similar technologies.

WILEY

This website utilizes technologies such as cookies to enable essential site functionality, as well as for
analytics, personalization, and targeted advertising. You may change your settings at any time or accept
the default settings. You may close this banner to continue with only essential cookies.

Manage Preferences

Accept All

Reject Non-Essential


https://www.wiley.com/
https://www.wiley.com/
https://www.wiley.com/privacy

