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Abstract

Since the late 1970s, Western aid agencies, including the US Agency for International
Development (AID) and the World Bank, sought to assist the Egyptian government in
planning its capital, Cairo. The aim was to foster an administratively competent
Egyptian state able to respond, for example, to informal urbanization of the city's
agricultural periphery by channelling the city's growth into planned and serviced desert
sites. However, these initiatives were almost entirely unsuccessful. Egyptian officials
rejected engagement with the informal urbanization process. The projects became
enmeshed in bureaucratic struggles over control of valuable state desert land. This
article examines these failed planning exercises, first, in order to assess what they
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