
Ad
ve

r

Fiscal Studies / Volume 22, Issue 4 /  pp. 527-546

After the death of in�ation: will �scal drag survive?

First published: 02 February 2005

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1475-5890.2001.tb00051.x

The author gratefully acknowledges �nancial support by the German Science Foundation (DFG) within the research
programme ‘Governance in the European Union’. He is also indebted to an anonymous referee, to Herbert Buscher,
Thiess Büttner, Jan Kmenta and Alessandro Missale for helpful comments and to Martina Lauk who provided
excellent research assistance.

Abstract

REFERENCES 

Akerlof, G. A., Dickens, W. T. and Perry, G. L. (1996), ‘ The macroeconomics of low in�ation’, Brookings Papers

on Economic Activity, no. 1, pp. 1–76.

Alesina, A. and Perotti, R. (1995), ‘Fiscal expansions and adjustments in OECD countries’, Economic Policy, vol.
21, pp. 205–48.

Blankart, C. B. (1998), öffentliche Finanzen in der Demokratie, 3rd edition, Munich : Vahlen.

Friedrich Heinemann

PDF

Declining in�ation rates might have negative consequences for tax revenues. Phenomena such as
the in�ationary bracket creep in a progressive income tax system do not work any longer. With this
background, the paper analyses the extent of �scal drag for OECD countries since 1965. Some
consideration of the role of money illusion and indexation in this context lays the theoretical base.
A framework is presented that allows for the classi�cation of �scal structures with regard to the
type of �scal drag. The subsequent econometric panel analysis is performed for total and
disaggregated government revenues. The results back theoretical considerations of in�ation's
impact on di�erent kinds of taxes, which tends to be positive for individual income taxes and social
security contributions and is negative for corporate income taxation. The paper concludes that
both declining in�ation and changing tax structures limit the potential for future �scal drag.
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