
Ad
ve

r

International Migration Review / Volume 39, Issue 1 /  pp. 69-102

Transnational Twist: Pecuniary Remittances and the Socioeconomic Integration of

Authorized and Unauthorized Mexican Immigrants in Los Angeles County

First published: 23 February 2006

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1747-7379.2005.tb00256.x

 This research is supported by two grants from the University of California to the lead author - one from the
Institute for Labor and Employment and the other from the California Program on Access to Care - as well as UCLA's
Lewis Center for Regional Policy Studies and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. We would like to thank Adriele
Robles and Grant Power for valuable research assistance, as well as Katherine Donato, Pascale Joassart, Fernando
Lozano-Ascencio, Manuel Pastor, Jr. and three anonymous referees for useful suggestions on an earlier draft
presented at the May 1–3, 2003 annual meetings of the Population Associa-

Abstract

REFERENCES 

Alarcón, R. 2002 The Development of Hometown Associations in the United States and the Use of Social
Remittances in Mexico.” In Sending Money Home: Hispanic Remittances and Community Development.
Lanham , MD : Rowman and Little�eld. Pp. 101–124.

Alarcón, R., R. Hinojosa and D. Runsten 1998 Money Transfer Mechanisms between Los Angeles and Jalisco,
Mexico. Research Report Series, No. 8. North American Integration and Development Center, Los Angeles, CA:
UCLA.

1

Enrico A. Marcelli, B. Lindsay Lowell

1

Annual U.S.-Mexico pecuniary remittances are estimated to have more than doubled recently to at
least $10 billion - augmenting interest among policymakers, �nancial institutions, and transnational
migrant communities concerning how relatively poor expatriate Mexicans sustain such large
transfers and the impact on immigrant integration in the United States. We employ the 2001 Los
Angeles County Mexican Immigrant Residency Status Survey (LAC-MIRSS) to investigate how
individual characteristics and social capital traditionally associated with integration, neighborhood
context, and various investments in the United States in�uenced remitting in 2000. Remitting is
estimated to have been inversely related to conventional integration metrics and in�uenced by
community context in both sending and receiving areas. Contrary to straight-line assimilation
theories and more consistent with a transnational or nonlinear perspective, however, remittances
are also estimated to have been positively related to immigrant homeownership in Los Angeles
County and negatively associated with having had public health insurance such as Medicaid.
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