
Ad
ve

r

Family and Consumer Sciences Research Journal / Volume 32, Issue 2 /  pp. 104-126

“As Members of the Social Whole”: A History of Social Reform as a Focus of Home

Economics, 1895–1940

First published: 02 July 2009

https://doi.org/10.1177/1077727X03032002002

Abstract

REFERENCES 

Alderman, K. M. (1948). Expressing our philosophy. Journal of Home Economics, 40, 1–2.

Anderson, C. L., & Nickols, S. Y. (2001). The essence of our being: A synopsis of the 2001 commemorative
lecture. Journal of Family & Consumer Sciences, 9(5), 15–18.

Apple, R. D. (1994). The science of homemaking: A history of middle school home economics. In F. M. Smith &
C. O. Hausafus (Eds.), The education of early adolescents: Home economics in the middle school (pp. 39–
48). Peoria, IL: American Home Economics Association.

Rima D. Apple, Joyce Coleman

PDF

This article studies the critical purpose of home economics postsecondary education as
preparation for social reform, focusing on the role that founders expected homemakers to play in
ameliorating social problems. For them, the goal of home economics was a better world. The
means to this improved society was scienti�c knowledge applied to the family and the community
by home economists and home economics-trained homemakers. Yet, by the 1920s, it was clear
that the social responsibility of homemakers, as envisioned by the �rst leaders of the discipline,
had virtually disappeared from the rhetoric of home economics. Although no one factor explains
the silencing of calls for civic involvement on the part of homemakers, factors external of the
discipline, including federal legislation and directed appropriations, developing education theories,
growing emphasis on professional specialization, increased employment opportunities for women,
and a rede�nition of women's familial role served to redirect the focus of the �eld.
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