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Abstract

Sometimes cultural phenomena are more popular abroad than at home. For example, modern business cards arrived in Japan in the late 19th century but in today’s Japan they are
considered more important than in Western countries. Similarly, and even more surprisingly, in Germany the US actor David Hasselhoff is considered as one of the greatest pop
stars while his musical career has not been very successful in the US. This chapter suggests that a similar phenomenon may also exist in law. This is meant to refer to the situation
that legal transplants may work even ‘better’ in the transplant than in the origin country, here called ‘overfitting legal transplants’. This suggestion departs from the current debate
about legal transplants which holds that, at best, a transplant may work almost as good as in the origin country (and, at worst, it may be irrelevant, or even harmful to the
transplant country). Thus, it is the main aim of this paper to relate the idea of overfitting legal transplants to the current discussion, to outline possible categories and examples,
and to show how law-makers may be able to make use of them.

Keywords: legal transplants, comparative law, law and society, law and culture, business cards, David Hasselhoff, Big in Japan
JEL Classification: K00, K10, K40, Z1
Suggested Citation >

Show Contact Information >

L Download This Paper (Delivery.cfim/SSRN_ID2437402_code367649.pdf?abstractid=2437402&mirid=1)

Open PDF in Browser (Delivery.cfm/SSRN_ID2437402_code367649.pdf?abstractid=2437402&mirid=1&type=2)

42 References

1. Legrand
The Impossibility of Legal Transplants' (1997) 4 Maastricht Journal of European and Comparative Law 111
Comparative Law in a Global Context , issue 5 Posted: 2006

2. Gunther Teubner
Legal Irritants: Good Faith in British Law or How Unifying Law Ends Up in New Divergences
Modern Law Review , volume 11 Posted: 1998

Crossref (https://doi.org/10.5040/9781472562142.ch-014)

3. Cf, Nicholas, Foster
Comparative Commercial Law: Rules or Context?' in
Comparative Law: A Handbook , volume 263 , p. 273 - 277 Posted: 2007

. Alan Watson , Law ) . .
We use cookies that are necessary to make our site work. We may also use additional cookies to analyze

impRsve, S Passandiie bt LaneRPand Jout digial Sperance, For ore Iichmation, Secour CublProach to Comparative Law

Pol ié\??ﬁﬂ’p@? ﬁ%v}/?gl?éevier.com/IegaI/cookienotice)

Cookie Settings Accept all cookies



https://www.ssrn.com/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/ShoppingCart.cfm
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/subscribe/
https://hq.ssrn.com/submission.cfm
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/DisplayJournalBrowse.cfm
https://blog.ssrn.com/
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/contactus/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/Delivery.cfm/SSRN_ID2437402_code367649.pdf?abstractid=2437402&mirid=1
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/Delivery.cfm/SSRN_ID2437402_code367649.pdf?abstractid=2437402&mirid=1&type=2
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/cf_dev/AbsByAuth.cfm?per_id=367649
https://doi.org/10.5040/9781472562142.ch-014
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/Delivery.cfm/SSRN_ID2437402_code367649.pdf?abstractid=2437402&mirid=1
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/Delivery.cfm/SSRN_ID2437402_code367649.pdf?abstractid=2437402&mirid=1&type=2
https://www.elsevier.com/legal/cookienotice

0 Citations

Fetch Citations

Do you have a job opening that you would like to promote on SSRN?

Place Job Opening (https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/Announcements-Jobs/)

Paper statistics

DOWNLOADS 667
ABSTRACT VIEWS 2’972
ANK 76,333

42  References

PlumX Metrics

https://plu.mx/ssrn/a/?
Reletsi Flpirnals

Legal History eJournal (https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/JELJOUR_Results.cfm?form_name=journalBrowse&journal_id=261)

Follow ®

Law & Humanities eJournal (https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/JELJOUR_Results.cfm?form_name=journalBrowse&journal_id=420800)

Follow ®

View more >

Feedback o

Submit a Paper > (https://hq.ssrn.com/submission.cfm)

SSRN Quick Links v
SSRN Rankings v
v

About SSRN

f (https://www.facebook.com/SSRNcommunity/)
H' WA TRy | NP pamry /4924002
i thttpshwvavdinke rapany4934093

trk=tyah&trkInfo=clickedVertical%3Acompany%2CentityType%3AentityHistoryName%2CclickedEntityld%3Acompany_493409%2Cidx%:
W (https://twitter.com/SSRN)

(http://www.elsevier.com/)


https://www.facebook.com/SSRNcommunity/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/493409?trk=tyah&trkInfo=clickedVertical%3Acompany%2CentityType%3AentityHistoryName%2CclickedEntityId%3Acompany_493409%2Cidx%3A0
https://twitter.com/SSRN
http://www.elsevier.com/
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/Announcements-Jobs/
https://plu.mx/ssrn/a/?ssrn_id=2437402
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/JELJOUR_Results.cfm?form_name=journalBrowse&journal_id=261
javascript:void(0);
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/JELJOUR_Results.cfm?form_name=journalBrowse&journal_id=420800
javascript:void(0);
https://hq.ssrn.com/submission.cfm

Copyright (https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/dmca-notice-policy/) Terms and Conditions (https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/terms-of-use/)

Privacy Policy (https://www.elsevier.com/legal/privacy-policy)

All content on this site: Copyright © 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, Al training, and

similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

To learn more, visit Cookie Settings.

(http://www.relx.com/)

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/updatelnformationLog.cfm?process=true
ps://pap p g p


http://www.relx.com/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/updateInformationLog.cfm?process=true
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/dmca-notice-policy/
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/terms-of-use/
https://www.elsevier.com/legal/privacy-policy

