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Abstract
Math is central to finance education, yet three-quarters of this sample of 159 introductory finance students lack critical quantitative skills on the first day of class, leading to
overall underperformance. By utilizing criterion-referenced mathematics pretest items and matching applied finance posttest items, we find that students with substandard
math skills rarely catch-up in the quantitative aspects of introductory finance. Indeed, the pretest determines a significant proportion of final exam performance with the average
student gaining a meager 5% between pretest and posttest. We discuss curricular implications of these findings and research-based approaches to facilitate course readiness.

Keywords: Finance Pedagogy; Undergraduate Mathematics; Criterion-Referenced; AACSB; Pretest and Posttest

JEL Classification: A2; I2

Suggested Citation

Show Contact Information

43 References

1. Mark H Ashcraft , Elizabeth P Kirk
The Relationships Among Working Memory, Math Anxiety, and Performance
Eligibility Procedures and Accreditation Standards for Business Accreditation , volume 130 , p. 224 - 237 Posted: 2001

2. Balasingham Balachandran , Michael Skully , Mustafa Baloglu , Recep Kocak
Student Perceptions of Introductory Business Finance: Accounting and Finance versus Other Business Majors
A Multivariate Investigation of the Differences in Mathematics Anxiety , volume 2 , p. 1325 - 1335 Posted: 2004

3. Susan M Barnett , Stephen J Ceci
When and Where Do We Apply What We Learn?: A Taxonomy for Far Transfer
Psychological Bulletin , volume 128 , issue 4 , p. 612 - 637 Posted: 2002

4. Jonathan B Berk , M Peter , Demarzo , V T Jarrad , Harford
Fundamentals of Corporate Finance Posted: 2017

Load more

0 Citations





Download This Paper (Delivery.cfm/SSRN_ID3519707_code3270101.pdf?abstractid=3326763&mirid=1)

Open PDF in Browser (Delivery.cfm/SSRN_ID3519707_code3270101.pdf?abstractid=3326763&mirid=1&type=2)

We use cookies that are necessary to make our site work. We may also use additional cookies to analyze,
improve, and personalize our content and your digital experience. For more information, see our Cookie
Policy (https://www.elsevier.com/legal/cookienotice)

Cookie Settings Accept all cookies

https://www.ssrn.com/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/ShoppingCart.cfm
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/subscribe/
https://hq.ssrn.com/submission.cfm
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/DisplayJournalBrowse.cfm
https://blog.ssrn.com/
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/contactus/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/Delivery.cfm/SSRN_ID3519707_code3270101.pdf?abstractid=3326763&mirid=1
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/Delivery.cfm/SSRN_ID3519707_code3270101.pdf?abstractid=3326763&mirid=1&type=2
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/cf_dev/AbsByAuth.cfm?per_id=3270101
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/cf_dev/AbsByAuth.cfm?per_id=3270109
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/Delivery.cfm/SSRN_ID3519707_code3270101.pdf?abstractid=3326763&mirid=1
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/Delivery.cfm/SSRN_ID3519707_code3270101.pdf?abstractid=3326763&mirid=1&type=2
https://www.elsevier.com/legal/cookienotice


SSRN Quick Links

SSRN Rankings

About SSRN

 (https://www.facebook.com/SSRNcommunity/)
 (https://www.linkedin.com/company/493409?

trk=tyah&trkInfo=clickedVertical%3Acompany%2CentityType%3AentityHistoryName%2CclickedEntityId%3Acompany_493409%2Cidx%3
 (https://twitter.com/SSRN)

(http://www.elsevier.com/)

Fetch Citations

Do you have a job opening that you would like to promote on SSRN?

43  References

Related eJournals

View more 

Place Job Opening (https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/Announcements-Jobs/)

Paper statistics

DOWNLOADS 122

ABSTRACT VIEWS 1,113

RANK 451,671

PlumX Metrics

(https://plu.mx/ssrn/a/?
ssrn_id=3326763)

Social Sciences Education eJournal (https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/JELJOUR_Results.cfm?form_name=journalBrowse&journal_id=3128507)

 Follow 

Finance Education eJournal (https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/JELJOUR_Results.cfm?form_name=journalBrowse&journal_id=282)

 Follow 



Feedback 

Submit a Paper  (https://hq.ssrn.com/submission.cfm)













Copyright (https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/dmca-notice-policy/)  Terms and Conditions (https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/terms-of-use/)
Privacy Policy (https://www.elsevier.com/legal/privacy-policy)

https://www.facebook.com/SSRNcommunity/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/493409?trk=tyah&trkInfo=clickedVertical%3Acompany%2CentityType%3AentityHistoryName%2CclickedEntityId%3Acompany_493409%2Cidx%3A0
https://twitter.com/SSRN
http://www.elsevier.com/
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/Announcements-Jobs/
https://plu.mx/ssrn/a/?ssrn_id=3326763
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/JELJOUR_Results.cfm?form_name=journalBrowse&journal_id=3128507
javascript:void(0);
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/JELJOUR_Results.cfm?form_name=journalBrowse&journal_id=282
javascript:void(0);
https://hq.ssrn.com/submission.cfm
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/dmca-notice-policy/
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/terms-of-use/
https://www.elsevier.com/legal/privacy-policy


(http://www.relx.com/)

 (https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/updateInformationLog.cfm?process=true)

All content on this site: Copyright © 2024 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and
similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

To learn more, visit Cookie Settings. 

http://www.relx.com/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/updateInformationLog.cfm?process=true

