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Health maintenance organizations (HMOs) use financial incentives to influence physicians'

clinical decisions (1). Although many physicians claim that they are somehow immune to these

measures, research proves otherwise (2) and common sense dictates that HMOs would not

continue to use financial incentives if they did not perceive that they work. Physicians (and

patients) respond to what is in their pecuniary interests (3-8). The crucial question is not

whether financial incentivesaffectphysicians' decisions, but whether some financial

incentivesdistortphysicians' judgment. In other words, in the pursuit of cost-effective medicine,

do some HMO incentives influence doctors to conserve medical resources...

Get full access to this article

View all available purchase options and get full access to this article.

GET ACCESS

References

ACP Journals

Hillman A. Financial incentives for physicians in HMOs. Is there a conflict of interest? N Engl J Med.

1987;317:1743-8.

Crossref | PubMed | Google Scholar

Hillman A, Pauly M, and Kerstein J. How do financial incentives affect physicians' clinical decisions and the

financial performance of health maintenance organizations? N Engl J Med. 1989;321:86-92.

Crossref | PubMed | Google Scholar

1.

2.

        

https://www.acponline.org/advertising-information
https://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsulQoPMgiN-kR1uk5ELdT6e45lwCMs4_P6Nve3DY-k0NozYuw-sIl69V1b7-SUgrRc8hyXXcQ7aMV_5Q7P67pALljBm5lSigcGooaiKGhhz1mhRJY472FQQHQiWY_yCuzNZ_tNOPmAjz9yd3kNfJYBQu571w12C3s8-AA7bnsQyywEJ_WOgBQlueKTVgQu7JtlCG9nGmLgcae2XD09cz8PIQYLm7ySJ7WA20whHd10piEnIA7QP9mV1sn5FZhNHFogOqpvEWjWUqs9jjWjGMpF-eKk2-iTAqh4UM_gswwZSKRZPpNWqhIMp2TE6j33jEhkh0XlAsAkUsXviWTa1-ZUGKJaEkWFm4uZYMpBDuvFKV9aCwI3iBZDOoGXWNb8B5ccYLGZh6pZHzNnYJY4&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPKjIkJCJzGK&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.acpjournals.org/journal/aimcc/app%3Futm_source%3Dwww.acpjournals.org/journal/aim%26utm_medium%3Dmktg-house-banner%26utm_campaign%3DMD2054l%26utm_term%3DAIMCC-App
https://www.acponline.org/
https://www.acpjournals.org/journal/aim
https://doi.org/10.1056/NEJM198712313172725
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/3696187/
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=Financial+incentives+for+physicians+in+HMOs.+Is+there+a+conflict+of+interest%3F&publication_year=1987&journal=N+Engl+J+Med.&pages=1743&doi=10.1056%2FNEJM198712313172725&pmid=3696187
https://doi.org/10.1056/NEJM198907133210205
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/2733758/
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=How+do+financial+incentives+affect+physicians%27+clinical+decisions+and+the+financial+performance+of+health+maintenance+organizations%3F&publication_year=1989&journal=N+Engl+J+Med.&pages=86&doi=10.1056%2FNEJM198907133210205&pmid=2733758


SHOW ALL REFERENCES

Comments

0 Comments

Sign In to Submit A Comment

Advertisement 

Download PDF

Egdahl R and Taft C. Financial incentives to physicians. N Engl J Med. 1986;315:59-61.

Crossref | PubMed | Google Scholar

Enthoven A. Shattuck Lecture—cutting cost without cutting the quality of care. N Engl J Med. 1978;298:1229-

38.

Crossref | PubMed | Google Scholar

3.

4.

https://www.acpjournals.org/action/showLogin?uri=#_comments
https://www.acponline.org/advertising-information
https://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuQ4Dd53kgLoN1zcoL7h7srN8bLx6CBaTl4YnjcydBtulnNJL1E3P_UWwhJ1M0F8Q4AAiyaki_LsEQhXRrFL1FDbKWBV7o446mHQnwPHUmcvS3n4F5lxE1BiMdnlBZW1lyd0PrFgMkkd5Vn08wC_QJ98XPneIZCBhzcfBtnVb5NucQJKMgMul3cJRMQ67ec9LBcukJIZ9EUTnxHoDWP25BJypVYuxPbr3T5Hz4VGkHrzxK2hguhzO32J89jiNJzx7d7XwGi8wdxKY3AxeCENcNoJQRX2_vEbL-QlD1bu42vMgxOeW-soIbRzUESl2HpMj35zxsday4M7fsnqNCD-tXTdnYBj9d0Ry7vNb8bBQQwW5sIMGqCnjHqKnhBrLzCJ5aWt2Ah3YLqBLWlyWc&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJN-M5ybxwRY&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.acponline.org/clinical-information/journals-publications/books-from-acp%3Futm_source%3Dacpprops%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26utm_campaign%3DmdMD4318-4
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/pdf/10.7326/0003-4819-112-12-891?download=true
https://doi.org/10.1056/NEJM198607033150111
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/3713784/
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=Financial+incentives+to+physicians.&publication_year=1986&journal=N+Engl+J+Med.&pages=59&doi=10.1056%2FNEJM198607033150111&pmid=3713784
https://doi.org/10.1056/NEJM197806012982204
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/418336/
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=Shattuck+Lecture%E2%80%94cutting+cost+without+cutting+the+quality+of+care.&publication_year=1978&journal=N+Engl+J+Med.&pages=1229&doi=10.1056%2FNEJM197806012982204&pmid=418336

