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Abstract

Inviting political scientists to tell economists how they could do better work is an act of
disciplinary generosity. The reality is that contemporary political science is a net
importer of ideas and methods from other disciplines, and from none more than
economics. Indeed, some of the most exciting research in political science in the past
40 years has involved the incorporation of ideas from economics. We have neither the
space nor the mandate to summarize that research here, but refer interested readers
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both areas, recent developments may point the way toward a more constructive
research style combining the theoretical and empirical rigor of economics with a
broader and more eclectic approach familiar to political scientists.
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