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Abstract

Inviting political scientists to tell economists how they could do better work is an act of
disciplinary generosity. The reality is that contemporary political science is a net
importer of ideas and methods from other disciplines, and from none more than
economics. Indeed, some of the most exciting research in political science in the past
40 years has involved the incorporation of ideas from economics. We have neither the
space nor the mandate to summarize that research here, but refer interested readers
to Gary J. Miller's (1997) extensive review. Our aim here is to offertwo modest case
studies of specific instances of overlap between the interests and research efforts of
economists and political scientists. Our first case study focuses on describing and
explaining participation in the workforce, the polity, and many other social activities
and organizations. Our second case study focuses on the impact of political processes
and institutions on macroeconomic policies and performance. In both these instances
the work of economists has been quite fruitful—but also, we think, hampered by a
characteristic overreliance on standard economic models and methods. However, in
both areas, recent developments may point the way toward a more constructive

This website uses cookies.

By clicking the "Accept” button or continuing to browse our site, you agree to first-party and session-only cookies
being stored on your device to enhance site navigation and analyze site performance and traffic. For more
information on our use of cookies, please see our Privacy Policy.


https://www.aeaweb.org/
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles/pdf/doi/10.1257/000282803321946976
https://www.aeaweb.org/privacypolicy

DOI:10.1257/7000282803321946976

Choose Format: v

JEL Classification

A12 Relation of Economics to Other Disciplines

D72 Political Processes: Rent-seeking, Lobbying, Elections, Legislatures, and Voting
Behavior

Find us on Facebook and X (formerly Twitter).

ﬁ @AEAJournals X @AEAJournals X @AEAInformation X @ASSAMeeting

X @JOE_listings

Copyright 2024 American Economic Association. All rights reserved.

Terms of Use & Privacy Policy

This website uses cookies.

By clicking the "Accept” button or continuing to browse our site, you agree to first-party and session-only cookies
being stored on your device to enhance site navigation and analyze site performance and traffic. For more
information on our use of cookies, please see our Privacy Policy.


https://www.aeaweb.org/terms-of-service/site
https://www.aeaweb.org/privacypolicy
https://www.facebook.com/AEAjournals/
https://twitter.com/AEAJournals
https://twitter.com/AEAInformation
https://twitter.com/ASSAMeeting
https://twitter.com/JOE_listings
https://www.aeaweb.org/privacypolicy

