AMERICAN
ECONOMIC
ASSOCIATION

Journal of Economic Perspectives
ISSN 0895-3309 (Print) | ISSN 1944-7965 (Online)

= Menu

Are Economists Different, and If So, Why?
John R. Carter
Michael D. Irons

JOURNAL OF ECONOMIC PERSPECTIVES
VOL. 5, NO. 2, SPRING 1991
(pp. 171-177)

Download Full Text PDF

(Complimentary)

Article Information Comments (0)

Abstract

Do economists behave differently from noneconomists? Some evidence suggests they
do. In a well-known 1981 study in the Journal of Public Economics, Gerald Marwell
and Ruth E. Ames found that free riding was significantly greater among a group of
economics graduate students than among other student groups in their experiments.
Marwell and Ames offered two conjectures for why economics students might in fact
behave differentlv. First. students who are narticularlv concerned with economic
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that a behavioral difference does exist, we then conduct tests to discriminate between
the selection and learning hypotheses
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