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ABSTRACT

This article reconstructs Adam Smith's theory of international trade and compares it with the way it is
presented in modern textbooks as the theory of absolute advantage. This textbook presentation falls
short of Smith's original ideas. | argue that the reason for this is the doxographic reconstruction of
Smith's theory to fit him into a Whig history of international trade theory. In this way the historiography
of international trade theory has falsely established Smith as a forerunner of modern neoclassical trade
theory. | conclude by discussing to what extent Smith's insights can still be relevant today and what can
be learnt from the mistreatment Smith has suffered in the historiography of international trade theory.
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We are currently experiencing an exceptionally high volume of submissions and are understaffed. As a
result, processing times may be longer than usual.

If this delay poses a problem for you, you are welcome to retract your submission and submit it
elsewhere. We kindly ask that you inform us if you choose to do so. Thank you for your understanding
and patience during this time.
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EJPE invites submissions for a forthcoming special issue on the 250th Anniversary of The Wealth of
Nations. Click here for more information.

Announcement: New section 'Into the Archives'

EJPE is launching a new section in the journal, 'Into the Archives', aimed at popularising—and
contextualising—archival work previously unavailable in English or previously unpublished manuscripts

written in the English language. Click here for more information.
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Our editor, Benjamin Mullins, was recently interviewed by Erasmus University Rotterdam about
Diamond Open Access publishing. You can read the full interview here.

Mark Blaug Prize

The Mark Blaug Prize for 2020/2021 has been awarded to Malte Dold and Alexa Stanton (Pomona
College). Read more about the winners of the 2020/2021 prize.
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