
SubscribeRenew    Cart  Login



HEALTH AFFAIRS VOL. 23, NO. SUPPL1: WEB EXCLUSIVES

Medicare Spending, The Physician
Workforce, And Bene�ciaries' Quality Of
Care
Katherine Baicker and Amitabh Chandra

AFFILIATIONS

Katherine Baicker ( kbaicker@dartmouth.edu ) is an assistant professor of economics at Dartmouth (Hanover, New
Hampshire), a senior research associate at the Center for the Evaluative Clinical Sciences at Dartmouth Medical
School, and a faculty research fellow at the National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER). Amitabh Chandra (
achandra@dartmouth.edu ) is an assistant professor of economics at Dartmouth; a senior research associate at the
center, a faculty research fellow at NBER; a research fellow of the IƵA in Bonn, Germany; and coeditor of Economics
Letters.

Abstract

ABSTRACT:

The quality of care received by Medicare bene�ciaries varies across areas. We �nd that states
with higher Medicare spending have lower-quality care. This negative relationship may be driven
by the use of intensive, costly care that crowds out the use of more effective care. One
mechanism for this trade-off may be the mix of the provider workforce: States with more
general practitioners use more effective care and have lower spending, while those with more
specialists have higher costs and lower quality. Improving the quality of bene�ciaries' care
could be accomplished with more effective use of existing dollars.

TOPICS
COSTS AND SPENDING MEDICARE SAVINGS PROGRAMS QUALITY OF CARE MYOCARDIAL

INFARCTION QUALITY MEASUREMENT MEDICARE GENERAL PRACTITIONER PATIENT

SATISFACTION HEALTH MAINTENANCE ORGANIZATIONS INTENSIVE CARE UNITS

WEB EXCLUSIVES

>


PUBLISHED: 2004 No Access https://doi.org/10.1377/hlthaff.w4.184

| | |
| | | |

| |

 View Article

Online Forum Event - Open To All

Journal Club: “Antidepressant Prescriptions Increased For
Privately Insured People With Perinatal Mood And Anxiety

Disorders, 2008–2020" 
Wednesday, April 24, 2024   |   3-4 pm EDT

Register here!

https://www.healthaffairs.org/subscribe
https://www.healthaffairs.org/renew
https://www.healthaffairs.org/action/showCart?FlowID=1
https://www.healthaffairs.org/action/showLogin?uri=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1377%2Fhlthaff.w4.184
https://www.healthaffairs.org/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/journal/hlthaff
https://www.healthaffairs.org/toc/hlthaff/23/Suppl1
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/full/10.1377/hlthaff.W4.184
https://www.healthaffairs.org/author/Baicker%2C+Katherine
https://www.healthaffairs.org/author/Chandra%2C+Amitabh
https://www.healthaffairs.org/topic/83
https://www.healthaffairs.org/topic/1812
https://www.healthaffairs.org/topic/57
https://www.healthaffairs.org/topic/1558
https://www.healthaffairs.org/topic/1822
https://www.healthaffairs.org/topic/40
https://www.healthaffairs.org/topic/639
https://www.healthaffairs.org/topic/1880
https://www.healthaffairs.org/topic/106
https://www.healthaffairs.org/topic/676
https://www.healthaffairs.org/topic/webexclusives
https://doi.org/10.1377/hlthaff.W4.184
https://bc.healthaffairs.org/s/3vP?profileid=856416fc-a9ba-4ae3-8aef-38e8a5e033e1


1220 19th Street, NW, Suite 800

Washington, DC 20036

T 202 408 6801

F 301 654 2845

customerservice@healthaffairs.org

TOPICS
Access & Use
Costs & Spending
COVID-19
Health Equity
Health Reform
Leading To Health
More Topics

CONTENT
Journal
Forefront
Scholar

Health Affairs Comment Policy

Comment moderation is in use. Please do not submit your comment twice -- it
will appear shortly.

Please read our Comment Policy before commenting.

Got it

Share Best Newest Oldest

0 Comments 1 Login

LOG IN WITH OR SIGN UP WITH DISQUS

Name

 Start the discussion…

?

Be the �rst to comment.

Subscribe Privacy Do Not Sell My Data

G



https://www.healthaffairs.org/
mailto:customerservice@healthaffairs.org
https://www.healthaffairs.org/topic/3
https://www.healthaffairs.org/topic/83
https://www.healthaffairs.org/covid-19-coronavirus-disease
https://www.healthaffairs.org/topic/1244
https://www.healthaffairs.org/topic/24
https://www.healthaffairs.org/leading-to-health
https://www.healthaffairs.org/topics
https://www.healthaffairs.org/journal/hlthaff
https://www.healthaffairs.org/forefront
https://www.healthaffairs.org/health-affairs-scholar
https://www.healthaffairs.org/comments-policy
https://disqus.com/
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
https://disqus.com/privacy-policy
https://disqus.com/data-sharing-settings/


Terms and conditions  Privacy  Project HOPE

Health Affairs is pleased to offer Free Access for low-income countries. Health Affairs gratefully acknowledges the support of many funders.  
 
Health Affairs is an o�cial journal of AcademyHealth. 
 

Project HOPE is a global health and
humanitarian relief organization that places
power in the hands of local health care workers
to save lives across the globe. Project HOPE
has published Health Affairs since 1981. 

 
Copyright 1995 - 2024 by Project HOPE: The People-to-People Health Foundation, Inc., eISSN 1544-5208.

Briefs
Events
Podcasts
Collected Works

INFORMATION FOR
Authors
Request For Abstracts
Reviewers
Subscribers
Advertisers
Media News Room
Funders
Event Attendees

SERVICES & RESOURCES
Submit Content
Subscribe
Renew
Membership
Manage My Account
Purchase Content
Permissions
Alerts
Newsletter Sign Up
Advertising Kit

HEALTH AFFAIRS
About
Impact Report
Terms & Conditions
Privacy Policy
Jobs At Health Affairs
Fellowships
Contact Us

https://www.healthaffairs.org/terms-of-use
https://www.healthaffairs.org/privacy-policy
https://www.projecthope.org/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/about#access
https://www.healthaffairs.org/funders
https://academyhealth.org/
https://www.projecthope.org/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/briefs
https://www.healthaffairs.org/events
https://www.healthaffairs.org/podcasts
https://www.healthaffairs.org/collected-works
https://www.healthaffairs.org/help-for-authors
https://www.healthaffairs.org/request-for-abstracts
https://www.healthaffairs.org/help-for-reviewers
https://www.healthaffairs.org/subscription
https://www.healthaffairs.org/advertisers
https://www.healthaffairs.org/media-news-room
https://www.healthaffairs.org/funders
https://www.healthaffairs.org/events
https://www.healthaffairs.org/submit
https://www.healthaffairs.org/subscribe
https://www.healthaffairs.org/renew
https://www.healthaffairs.org/membership
https://www.healthaffairs.org/action/showPreferences?menuTab=AccountInfo
https://www.healthaffairs.org/subscription/single-article-issue
https://www.healthaffairs.org/permissions
https://www.healthaffairs.org/action/showPreferences?menuTab=Alerts
https://www.healthaffairs.org/newsletters
https://www.healthaffairs.org/advertisers
https://www.healthaffairs.org/about
https://www.healthaffairs.org/health-affairs-impact-report-2021
https://www.healthaffairs.org/terms-of-use
https://www.healthaffairs.org/privacy-policy
https://www.healthaffairs.org/jobs
https://www.healthaffairs.org/health-affairs-fellowships
https://www.healthaffairs.org/feedback/show

