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Abstract

Theories about institution-building episodes emphasize either rational or social and cultural elements. Our
research on the Single Market Program (SMP) of the European Union (EU) shows that both elements are
part of the process. When the EU was caught in a stalemate, the European Commision devised the SMP.
The commission worked within the constraints of existing institutional arrangements, provided a "cultural
frame," and helped create an elite social movement. This examination of the SMP legislation, using an
institutional approach to the sociology of markets, shows how the commission was able to do this by trading
off the interests of important state and corporate actors.

Download PDF

11

& | THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO PRESS JOURNALS

The University of Chicago Press Books


https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/journal/ajs
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/toc/ajs/1996/102/1
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/ajs.102.1.2782185
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/230908
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/pdf/10.1086/230907?download=true
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/epdf/10.1086/230907
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/epdfplus/10.1086/230907
https://press.uchicago.edu/
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/
https://subfill.uchicago.edu/JournalPubs/UCPSSO/SSOLogin.aspx?returnurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.journals.uchicago.edu%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1086%2F230907
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/action/showCart?FlowID=1

Chicago Distribution Center

The University of Chicago

Accessibility

Open access at Chicago

Permissions

Statement of Publication Ethics

Diversity and Inclusion at the University of Chicago
Contact us

Terms and Conditions

Privacy Notice

Media and advertising requests

€ X ¥

© 2025 The University of Chicago and other publishing
partners. All rights reserved, including rights for text and
data mining and training of artificial intelligence
technologies or similar technologies.



https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/open
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/inst/perm-reprints
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/publication-ethics-statement
https://diversityandinclusion.uchicago.edu/
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/contact
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/t-and-c
http://www.press.uchicago.edu/press/privacy.html
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/advertising
https://www.facebook.com/UChicagoJournals
https://twitter.com/ChicagoJournals
https://bsky.app/profile/chicagojournals.bsky.social
http://www.press.uchicago.edu/cdc.html
https://www.uchicago.edu/
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/accessibility

