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Organized Crime, Transit Crime, and Racketeering
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Abstract

When organized crime reached the political agenda in the early 1990s, it was framed in terms of “Mafia‐
type” organizations and infiltration in (local) governments, geographical areas, and economic sectors

(racketeering). This conception contradicted the phenomenon: the primary business of organized crime is

more fittingly described as “transit crime,” as opposed to the control of economic sectors or regions.

Criminal groups should be viewed as “criminal networks” (instead of as pyramidal structures), as can be

seen in several illegal activities: drug trafficking, human trafficking for sexual exploitation, smuggling of

illegal immigrants, arms trafficking, and trafficking in stolen vehicles. The misconception of the nature of

organized crime put criminal investigation strategies on the wrong track, but the changing view of

organized crime is mirrored by a change in criminal investigation strategies. Flexible “prompt intervention”

strategies are more common, as an alternative to the large‐scale and lengthy “long‐haul” strategies of the

past. Both covert policing and infiltration and uncontrolled deliveries (of drugs) were regulated or

forbidden and displaced by increasing reliance on “unobtrusive” methods of gathering evidence such as

wiretapping and bugging. These methods may be effective in cases of transit crime. The innovative

administrative approach may be more effective against racketeering than against transit crime.

  🗉Abstract Full Text

🔧  🗫

⇊ More

The University of Chicago Press Books

Chicago Distribution Center

The University of Chicago

🔍  🛒

https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/journal/cj
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/toc/cj/2007/35
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/650187
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/650184
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/epdf/10.1086/501509
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/epdfplus/10.1086/501509
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/full/10.1086/501509
https://press.uchicago.edu/
http://www.press.uchicago.edu/cdc.html
https://www.uchicago.edu/
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/
https://subfill.uchicago.edu/JournalPubs/UCPSSO/SSOLogin.aspx?returnurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.journals.uchicago.edu%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1086%2F501509
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/action/showCart?FlowID=1


Open access at Chicago

Permissions

Statement of Publication Ethics

The Pillars of Diversity and Inclusion at the University of

Chicago Press

Contact us

Terms and Conditions

Privacy Notice

Media and advertising requests

  

Accessibility

https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/open
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/inst/perm-reprints
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/publication-ethics-statement
https://press.uchicago.edu/press/Press_D-I_Pillars.html
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/contact
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/t-and-c
http://www.press.uchicago.edu/press/privacy.html
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/advertising
https://www.facebook.com/UChicagoJournals
https://twitter.com/ChicagoJournals
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/accessibility

