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Abstract

Using multiple data sets from different time periods, we document declines in academic time

investment by full-time college students in the United States between 1961 and 2003. Full-time

students allocated 40 hours per week toward class and studying in 1961, whereas by 2003, they were

investing about 27 hours per week. Declines were extremely broad based and are not easily accounted

for by framing effects, work or major choices, or compositional changes in students or schools. We

conclude that there have been substantial changes over time in the quantity or manner of human

capital production on college campuses.

This content is only available as a PDF.

© 2011 The President and Fellows of Harvard College and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology

You do not currently have access to this content.

Sign in

Don't already have an account? Register

Client Account
Email address / Username

Password

Sign In

Reset password

Philip Babcock, Mindy Marks

Article history 

Share   Views  

javascript:;
https://doi.org/10.1162/REST_a_00093
javascript:;
https://direct.mit.edu/journals/pages/rights-permissions
https://direct.mit.edu/my-account/register?siteId=1000065&returnUrl=https%3a%2f%2fdirect.mit.edu%2frest%2farticle-abstract%2f93%2f2%2f468%2f58608%2fThe-Falling-Time-Cost-of-College-Evidence-from%3fredirectedFrom%3dfulltext
https://direct.mit.edu/my-account/reset-password
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;


Skip to Main Content

Email Alerts

Article Activity Alert

Latest Issue Alert

View Metrics

Latest Most Read Most Cited

Review of Economics and Statistics 2025 Annual Report

Productivity Gains from Trade: Bunching Estimates from

Trading Rights in China

Harvesting the Rain: The Adoption of Environmental

Technologies in the Sahel

Immigration and the Top 1 Percent

Cited By

Web of Science (145)

Google Scholar

Crossref (153)

Register

Sign in via your Institution

Sign in via your Institution

 Buy This Article

206

javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
https://direct.mit.edu/rest/article/107/4/i/131759/Review-of-Economics-and-Statistics-2025-Annual
https://direct.mit.edu/rest/article/doi/10.1162/rest_a_01392/118333/Productivity-Gains-from-Trade-Bunching-Estimates
https://direct.mit.edu/rest/article/doi/10.1162/rest_a_01404/118766/Harvesting-the-Rain-The-Adoption-of-Environmental
https://direct.mit.edu/rest/article/107/4/1123/119493/Immigration-and-the-Top-1-Percent
https://www.webofscience.com/api/gateway?GWVersion=2&SrcApp=silverchair&SrcAuth=WosAPI&KeyUT=WOS:000289927800006&DestLinkType=CitingArticles&DestApp=WOS_CPL
http://scholar.google.com/scholar?q=link:https%3A%2F%2Fdirect.mit.edu%2Frest%2Farticle%2F93%2F2%2F468%2F58608
https://direct.mit.edu/rest/crossref-citedby/58608
https://direct.mit.edu/my-account/register?siteId=1000065&returnUrl=https%3a%2f%2fdirect.mit.edu%2frest%2farticle-abstract%2f93%2f2%2f468%2f58608%2fThe-Falling-Time-Cost-of-College-Evidence-from%3fredirectedFrom%3dfulltext
https://direct.mit.edu/institutional-login?returnUrl=https%3a%2f%2fdirect.mit.edu%2frest%2farticle-abstract%2f93%2f2%2f468%2f58608%2fThe-Falling-Time-Cost-of-College-Evidence-from%3fredirectedFrom%3dfulltext
https://direct.mit.edu/store/add/58608/3
https://badge.dimensions.ai/details/doi/10.1162/REST_a_00093?domain=https://direct.mit.edu


Online ISSN: 1530-9142  Print ISSN: 0034-6535

Skip to Main Content

Related Articles

Are There Returns to the Wages of Young Men from Working

While in School?

The Review of Economics and Statistics (May,2002)

College Football Performance, Student Earnings, and the

Gender Wage Gap

Education Finance and Policy (December,2023)

The Effects of Campus Shootings on School Finance and

Student Composition

Education Finance and Policy (March,2023)

The humanities in liberal arts colleges: another instance of

collegiate exceptionalism?

Daedalus (January,2009)

Related Book Chapters

The Campus Culture

The Real World of College: What Higher Education Is and What It Can
Be

Introduction: We Are the Campus

The Manifesto for Teaching Online

Half a Theory?

Quantum Strangeness: Wrestling with Bell's Theorem and the Ultimate
Nature of Reality

Half a Brain

The Coevolution: The Entwined Futures of Humans and Machines

https://direct.mit.edu/rest/article/84/2/221/57319/Are-There-Returns-to-the-Wages-of-Young-Men-from
https://direct.mit.edu/edfp/article/19/1/61/112924/College-Football-Performance-Student-Earnings-and
https://direct.mit.edu/edfp/article/18/2/277/100732/The-Effects-of-Campus-Shootings-on-School-Finance
https://direct.mit.edu/daed/article/138/1/35/26782/The-humanities-in-liberal-arts-colleges-another
https://direct.mit.edu/books/book/5295/chapter/3717512/The-Campus-Culture
https://direct.mit.edu/books/monograph/4939/chapter/698480/Introduction-We-Are-the-Campus
https://direct.mit.edu/books/book/4312/chapter/180704/Half-a-Theory
https://direct.mit.edu/books/book/4925/chapter/624921/Half-a-Brain


A product of The MIT Press

Newsletter sign up

     

MIT Press Direct

About MIT Press Direct

Books

Journals

CogNet

Information

Accessibility at MIT 

MIT Press Direct VPAT

For Authors

For Customers

For Librarians

Direct to Open

Open Access

Media Inquiries

Rights and Permissions

For Advertisers

MIT Press

About the MIT Press

The MIT Press Reader

MIT Press Blog

Seasonal Catalogs

MIT Press Home

Give to the MIT Press

Contact Us

FAQ

Direct Service Desk

© 2025 The MIT Press

Skip to Main Content

https://direct.mit.edu/
https://mitpress.mit.edu/
https://mitpress.mit.edu/newsletter/
https://bsky.app/profile/mitpress.bsky.social
https://www.facebook.com/mitpress/
https://www.instagram.com/mitpress/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-mit-press/
https://twitter.com/mitpress
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeH0hmlPjGW2DN0Ntmd0FCQ
https://direct.mit.edu/about
https://direct.mit.edu/books
https://direct.mit.edu/journals
https://direct.mit.edu/pages/cognet
https://accessibility.mit.edu/
https://direct.mit.edu/pages/accessibility
https://direct.mit.edu/journals/pages/authors
https://direct.mit.edu/pages/customer_support
https://direct.mit.edu/pages/librarians
https://direct.mit.edu/books/pages/direct-to-open
https://direct.mit.edu/journals/pages/open-access
https://mitpress.mit.edu/media-inquiries/
https://direct.mit.edu/journals/pages/rights-permissions
https://direct.mit.edu/journals/pages/advertising-info
https://mitpress.mit.edu/about
https://thereader.mitpress.mit.edu/
https://mitpress.mit.edu/blog
https://mitpress.mit.edu/catalogs
https://mitpress.mit.edu/
https://mitpress.mit.edu/give-mit-press
https://direct.mit.edu/books/pages/User_Guides_and_FAQ
https://mitpress.atlassian.net/servicedesk/customer/portal/3


Terms of Use  Privacy Statement  Crossref Member  COUNTER Member 

The MIT Press colophon is registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

https://mitpress.mit.edu/terms-use
https://mitpress.mit.edu/privacy
https://www.crossref.org/
https://www.projectcounter.org/

