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Abstract

Social commentators have pointed to problems of workers who face “time stress” —an absence of
sufficient time to accomplish all their tasks. An economic theory views time stress as reflecting how
tightly the time constraint binds households. Time stress will be more prevalent in households with
higher full earnings and whose members work longer in the market or on “required” homework.
Evidence from Australia (2001), Germany (2002), the United States (2003), and Korea (1999)
corroborates the theory. Adults in households with higher earnings perceive more time stress for the
same amount of time spent in market work and household work. The importance of higher full earnings
in generating time stress is not small, particularly in the United States — much is “yuppie kvetch.”

This content is only available as a PDF.

Copyright by the President and Fellows of Harvard College and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology

You do not currently have access to this content.

Signin

Don't already have an account? Register

Client Account
Email address / Username

Password

Skip to Main Content
Sign In

Reset password


javascript:;
https://doi.org/10.1162/rest.89.2.374
javascript:;
https://direct.mit.edu/journals/pages/rights-permissions
https://direct.mit.edu/my-account/register?siteId=1000065&returnUrl=https%3a%2f%2fdirect.mit.edu%2frest%2farticle-abstract%2f89%2f2%2f374%2f57702%2fStressed-Out-on-Four-Continents-Time-Crunch-or%3fredirectedFrom%3dfulltext
https://direct.mit.edu/my-account/reset-password
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;

Register

Signin via your Institution

Sign in via your Institution

N Buy This Article

Email Alerts
Article Activity Alert

Latest Issue Alert

175 View Metrics

Latest Most Read Most Cited

Exporting, Global Sourcing, and Multinational Activity: Theory
and Evidence from the United States

Aid Fragmentation and Corruption
Public School Funding, School Quality, and Adult Crime

What’s Missing in Environmental Self-Monitoring: Evidence
from Strategic Shutdowns of Pollution Monitors

Cited By

Skip to Main Content Web of Science (131)

Google Scholar

Crossref (147)


javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
https://direct.mit.edu/rest/article/doi/10.1162/rest_a_01450/120870/Exporting-Global-Sourcing-and-Multinational
https://direct.mit.edu/rest/article/doi/10.1162/rest_a_01458/120873/Aid-Fragmentation-and-Corruption
https://direct.mit.edu/rest/article/doi/10.1162/rest_a_01452/120877/Public-School-Funding-School-Quality-and-Adult
https://direct.mit.edu/rest/article/doi/10.1162/rest_a_01477/124130/What-s-Missing-in-Environmental-Self-Monitoring
https://www.webofscience.com/api/gateway?GWVersion=2&SrcApp=silverchair&SrcAuth=WosAPI&KeyUT=WOS:000246206000015&DestLinkType=CitingArticles&DestApp=WOS_CPL
http://scholar.google.com/scholar?q=link:https%3A%2F%2Fdirect.mit.edu%2Frest%2Farticle%2F89%2F2%2F374%2F57702
https://direct.mit.edu/rest/crossref-citedby/57702
https://direct.mit.edu/my-account/register?siteId=1000065&returnUrl=https%3a%2f%2fdirect.mit.edu%2frest%2farticle-abstract%2f89%2f2%2f374%2f57702%2fStressed-Out-on-Four-Continents-Time-Crunch-or%3fredirectedFrom%3dfulltext
https://direct.mit.edu/institutional-login?returnUrl=https%3a%2f%2fdirect.mit.edu%2frest%2farticle-abstract%2f89%2f2%2f374%2f57702%2fStressed-Out-on-Four-Continents-Time-Crunch-or%3fredirectedFrom%3dfulltext
https://direct.mit.edu/store/add/57702/3
https://badge.dimensions.ai/details/doi/10.1162/rest.89.2.374?domain=https://direct.mit.edu

Related Articles

Do Lower Lender Subsidies Reduce Guaranteed Student
Loan Supply?

Education Finance and Policy (April,2010)

Origins and Resolution of Financial Crises: Lessons from the
Current and Northern European Crises

Asian Economic Papers (October,2009)

Pro-cyclicality of the Basel Capital Requirement Ratio and Its
Impact on Banks

Asian Economic Papers (June,2011)

The Vagaries of the Sea: Evidence on the Real Effects of
Money from Maritime Disasters in the Spanish Empire

The Review of Economics and Statistics (September,2024)

Related Book Chapters

Number crunching

Reckonings: Numerals, Cognition, and History

World 5: Leeroy Jenkins, Autoplay, and Crunch

Developer's Dilemma: The Secret World of Videogame Creators

Crunched by Passion: Women Game Developers and
Workplace Challenges

Beyond Barbie and Mortal Kombat: New Perspectives on Gender and
Gaming

The Review of Economics and Statistics

Online ISSN: 1530-9142

Skip to Mgin Content

Print ISSN: 0034-6535

MIT Press Direct

A product of The MIT Press


https://direct.mit.edu/
https://mitpress.mit.edu/
https://direct.mit.edu/edfp/article/5/2/138/10115/Do-Lower-Lender-Subsidies-Reduce-Guaranteed
https://direct.mit.edu/asep/article/8/3/178/17528/Origins-and-Resolution-of-Financial-Crises-Lessons
https://direct.mit.edu/asep/article/10/2/22/17587/Pro-cyclicality-of-the-Basel-Capital-Requirement
https://direct.mit.edu/rest/article/106/5/1220/112437/The-Vagaries-of-the-Sea-Evidence-on-the-Real
https://direct.mit.edu/books/monograph/4991/chapter/2041356/Number-crunching
https://direct.mit.edu/books/monograph/4469/chapter/4679608/World-5-Leeroy-Jenkins-Autoplay-and-Crunch
https://direct.mit.edu/books/edited-volume/3400/chapter/113102/Crunched-by-Passion-Women-Game-Developers-and

Newsletter sign up

¥ f © in X O

MIT Press Direct

About MIT Press Direct
Books

Journals

CogNet

Information

Accessibility at MIT
MIT Press Direct VPAT
For Authors

For Customers

For Librarians

Direct to Open

Open Access

Media Inquiries

Rights and Permissions

For Advertisers

MIT Press

About the MIT Press
The MIT Press Reader
MIT Press Blog
Seasonal Catalogs
MIT Press Home

Give to the MIT Press

Contact Us

FAQ

Direct Service Desk

© 2026 The MIT Press

Skip to Main Content
P Terms of Use  Privacy Statement  Crossref Member COUNTER Member

The MIT Press colophon is registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office


https://mitpress.mit.edu/newsletter/
https://bsky.app/profile/mitpress.bsky.social
https://www.facebook.com/mitpress/
https://www.instagram.com/mitpress/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-mit-press/
https://twitter.com/mitpress
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeH0hmlPjGW2DN0Ntmd0FCQ
https://direct.mit.edu/about
https://direct.mit.edu/books
https://direct.mit.edu/journals
https://direct.mit.edu/pages/cognet
https://accessibility.mit.edu/
https://direct.mit.edu/pages/accessibility
https://direct.mit.edu/journals/pages/authors
https://direct.mit.edu/pages/customer_support
https://direct.mit.edu/pages/librarians
https://direct.mit.edu/books/pages/direct-to-open
https://direct.mit.edu/journals/pages/open-access
https://mitpress.mit.edu/media-inquiries/
https://direct.mit.edu/journals/pages/rights-permissions
https://direct.mit.edu/journals/pages/advertising-info
https://mitpress.mit.edu/about
https://thereader.mitpress.mit.edu/
https://mitpress.mit.edu/blog
https://mitpress.mit.edu/catalogs
https://mitpress.mit.edu/
https://mitpress.mit.edu/give-mit-press
https://direct.mit.edu/books/pages/User_Guides_and_FAQ
https://mitpress.atlassian.net/servicedesk/customer/portal/3
https://mitpress.mit.edu/terms-use
https://mitpress.mit.edu/privacy
https://www.crossref.org/
https://www.projectcounter.org/




