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Public opinion influences politicians, and therefore influences public policy decisions. What

are the roles of self-interest, knowledge, and ideology in public opinion formation? And

how do people learn about economic issues? Using a new, specially-designed survey, we

find that most respondents express a strong desire to be well informed on economic policy

issues, and that television is their dominant source of information. On a variety of major

policy issues (e.g., taxes, social security, health insurance), ideology is the most important

determinant of public opinion, while measures of self-interest are the least important.

Knowledge about the economy ranks somewhere in between.

Download a PDF

Information on access

Working Papers

What Does the Public Know
about Economic Policy, and

How Does It Know It?

https://www.nber.org/
https://www.nber.org/people/alan_blinder
https://www.nber.org/people/alan_krueger
mailto:?subject=What%20Does%20the%20Public%20Know%20about%20Economic%20Policy,%20and%20How%20Does%20It%20Know%20It?&body=https://www.nber.org/papers/w10787
https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w10787/w10787.pdf
https://www.nber.org/subscribe
https://www.nber.org/papers


Published Versions
Author-Name: Alan S. Blinder & Alan B. Krueger, 2004. "What Does the Public Know about

Economic Policy, and How Does It Know It?," Brookings Papers on Economic Activity,

Economic Studies Program, The Brookings Institution, vol. 35(2004-1), pages 327-397.

citation courtesy of 

Related
TOPICS Microeconomics

Welfare and Collective Choice

Macroeconomics

Fiscal Policy

PROGRAMS Economic Fluctuations and Growth

Public Economics

Acknowledgements and Disclosures

Download Citation

In addition to working papers, the NBER disseminates affiliates’ latest

findings through a range of free periodicals — the NBER Reporter, the

NBER Digest, the Bulletin on Retirement and Disability, the Bulletin on
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Health, and the Bulletin on Entrepreneurship — as well as online

conference reports, video lectures, and interviews.
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