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Corruption is believed to be a major factor impeding economic development, but the

importance of legal enforcement versus cultural norms in controlling corruption is poorly

understood. To disentangle these two factors, we exploit a natural experiment, the

stationing of thousands of diplomats from around the world in New York City. Diplomatic

immunity means there was essentially zero legal enforcement of diplomatic parking

violations, allowing us to examine the role of cultural norms alone. This generates a

revealed preference measure of government officials' corruption based on real-world

behavior taking place in the same setting. We find strong persistence in corruption norms:

diplomats from high corruption countries (based on existing survey-based indices) have

significantly more parking violations, and these differences persist over time. In a second

main result, officials from countries that survey evidence indicates have less favorable

popular views of the United States commit significantly more parking violations, providing

non-laboratory evidence on sentiment in economic decision-making. Taken together,

factors other than legal enforcement appear to be important determinants of corruption.

Working Papers

Cultures of Corruption:
Evidence From Diplomatic

Parking Tickets

https://www.nber.org/
https://www.nber.org/people/raymond_fisman
https://www.nber.org/people/edward_miguel
mailto:?subject=Cultures%20of%20Corruption:%20Evidence%20From%20Diplomatic%20Parking%20Tickets&body=https://www.nber.org/papers/w12312
https://www.nber.org/papers


Download a PDF

Information on access

Non-Technical Summaries
Why Some Diplomats Park Illegally

AUTHOR(S): Raymond Fisman Edward Miguel

There is a strong correlation between illegal parking and existing measures of home country

corruption. Even when stationed thousands of...

Published Versions
Fisman, Raymond and Edward Miguel. “Corruption, Norms and Legal Enforcement:

Evidence from Diplomatic Parking Tickets." Journal of Political Economy 115, 6 (2007):

1020-1048.

Related
TOPICS Other

Law and Economics

Culture

Microeconomics

Welfare and Collective Choice

Acknowledgements and Disclosures

Download Citation

https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w12312/w12312.pdf
https://www.nber.org/subscribe
https://www.nber.org/digest/feb07/why-some-diplomats-park-illegally
https://www.nber.org/people/raymond_fisman
https://www.nber.org/people/edward_miguel
https://www.nber.org/topics/other
https://www.nber.org/taxonomy/term/711
https://www.nber.org/taxonomy/term/726
https://www.nber.org/topics/microeconomics
https://www.nber.org/taxonomy/term/436


Economic Systems

PROGRAMS Law and Economics

In addition to working papers, the NBER disseminates affiliates’ latest

findings through a range of free periodicals — the NBER Reporter, the

NBER Digest, the Bulletin on Retirement and Disability, the Bulletin on

Health, and the Bulletin on Entrepreneurship — as well as online

conference reports, video lectures, and interviews.

2023, 15th Annual Feldstein Lecture, Mario Draghi, "The Next Flight of the Bumblebee: The Path
to Common Fiscal Policy in the Eurozone"

LECTURE

Dr. Mario Draghi, who served as President of the European Central Bank and Prime

Minister of Italy, presented the 2023...

More from NBER

https://www.nber.org/taxonomy/term/721
https://www.nber.org/programs-projects/programs-working-groups/law-and-economics
https://www.nber.org/papers
https://www.nber.org/reporter
https://www.nber.org/digest
https://www.nber.org/bulletin-retirement-and-disability
https://www.nber.org/bulletin-health
https://www.nber.org/bulletin-entrepreneurship
https://www.nber.org/conferences
https://www.nber.org/research/lectures
https://www.nber.org/research-spotlights
https://www.nber.org/lecture/2023-15th-annual-feldstein-lecture-mario-draghi-next-flight-bumblebee-path-common-fiscal-policy


2023 Methods Lectures, Jesse Shapiro and Liyang (Sophie) Sun, "Linear Panel Event Studies"

LECTURE

Overview: Linear panel event studies are increasingly used to estimate and plot causal

effects of changes in policies...

2023, SI Economics of Social Security, Panel Discussion, "Long-Term Dynamics of the
Employment-to-Population Ratio"

https://www.nber.org/lecture/2023-methods-lectures-jesse-shapiro-and-liyang-sophie-sun-linear-panel-event-studies
https://www.nber.org/lecture/2023-si-economics-social-security-panel-discussion-long-term-dynamics-employment-population-ratio


National Bureau of Economic Research

Contact Us 

1050 Massachusetts Avenue 

Cambridge, MA 02138 

617-868-3900 

info@nber.org 

webaccessibility@nber.org

Accessibility Policy

Diversity Policy

Privacy Policy

Standards of Conduct

FOLLOW

© 2024 NATIONAL BUREAU OF ECONOMIC RESEARCH. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

LECTURE

Supported by the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, the National Science Foundation, and the

Lynde and Harry Bradley...

H O M E PAG E

https://www.nber.org/contact-nber
tel:+16178683900
mailto:info@nber.org
mailto:webaccessibility@nber.org
https://www.nber.org/about-nber/website-accessibility-policy
https://www.nber.org/about-nber/nber-diversity-policy-statement
https://www.nber.org/about-nber/nber-website-privacy-policy
https://www.nber.org/about-nber/standards-conduct
https://twitter.com/nberpubs
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-bureau-of-economic-research
https://www.facebook.com/pages/National-Bureau-of-Economic-Research/115165771829285
https://www.youtube.com/nbervideos
https://www.nber.org/

