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Review of the thermal energy
standards for manufactured
housing proposed by the
Manufactured Housing Institute
Consensus Committee

Abstract

Congress passed legislation that requires the US Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to revise the energy efficiency
standards for manufactured housing contained in the Manufactured
Home Construction and Safety Standards (MHCSS). The Manufactured
Housing Institute's Consensus Committee (MHICC) proposed revised
standards to HUD based on an analysis contained in a 1989 report by E.
Levy. This document is primarily a review of the Levy report, including
the methods and inputs to that analysis. The approach to be used in
developing the revised standard was specified by Congress as a cost-
benefit analysis in which the costs of energy efficiency measures (EEM)
were balanced against the benefits of energy savings. The resulting
optimum specified an overall level of energy efficiency in terms of a
maximum allowable building shell U-value (overall thermal
transmittance) that produced the lowest life-cycle cost to the owner of
a manufactured home. In his 1989 analysis, this was the general
approach used by Levy.
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