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This article examines the musical experiences of children in Nandom,

northern Ghana. Children use music to structure and order their world,

sometimes not understood by the adult world. The di�erences involve

the extra-musical meanings loaded onto the music; the signi�cance of

one music over another that indicates allegiance to traditional Dagara

culture, to Ghanaian culture, to the Christian church, or to membership

of a global popular music audience, with a particular focus on the

perceived wealth of the USA. The radio station and the church also play

a crucial role as the providers of alternative cultural materials.
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