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1. Introduction

The reproduction of dynastic wealth has long been an important sociological
topic. The analysis of the institutionalised infrastructures of support in the reproduc-
tion of economic capital across time and space, and the social and cultural capital
this generates, has often been a central features of French sociology for example.
The classic work of Bourdieu [1989], Pincon and Pincon-Charlot [20007 or, more
recently, Wagner [2007] are emblematic of this tradition of work. One element of
this infrastructure — Family Offices (FOs) — which have been important historically
[Wilson 20147 have, however, received less sociological attention than they might
have. With changing patterns of global wealth inequality — especially since 2008 —
FOs have begun to emerge in such numbers and with responsibility for so much
wealth that renewed interest in them is urgently required if the social sciences are
to develop a more adequate understanding of the form and ﬁ.inctioning of contem-
porary élite formations. This call for greater understanding has been nowhere better
articulated than by The Guardian newspaper in the UK.

Family Offices have their roots in the Sixth century when a king’s steward held

responsibility for managing royal wealth, a model later adopted by many aristo-

crats [...] But the modern concept of the Family Office - an organisation that

manages private wealth and other family affairs — was developed by the financier

J.P. Morgan and the Rockefellers in the Nineteenth century. The number of single-

Sociolegica, 2/2016 - Copyright ©® 2016 by Societa editrice il Mulino, Bologna. 1

Read also

S worldCat

Stay updated, subscribe to our newsletter Subscribe >

Publishers

Info



https://worldcat.org/registry/gateway?ctx_ver=Z39.88-2004&rfr_id=info%3Asid%2Fmulino.it%3AeNabu&rft_val_fmt=info%3Aofi%2Ffmt%3Akev%3Amtx%3Ajournal&rft.genre=article&rft.atitle=Family%20Offices%20and%20the%20Contemporary%20Infrastructures%20of%20Dynastic%20Wealth%20&rft.title=Sociologica&rft.stitle=SO&rft.issn=1971-8853&rft.date=2016&rft.issue=2%2F2016&rft.au=Luna%20Glucksberg&rft.au=Roger%20Burrows&rft.aufirst=Luna&rft.aulast=Glucksberg&rft_id=info%3Adoi%2F10.2383%2F85289
https://www.rivisteweb.it/newsletter

Privacy

The Italian platform
for the humanities and social sciences

Rivisteweb Darwinbooks
Pandoracampus Il Mulino

© 2026 Societa editrice il Mulino S.p.A. - Strada Maggiore 37, 40125, Bologna - All rights
reserved - VAT code and number: 00311580377 - Mulino: Rea: BO/108041 - Social capital €
2.350.000 iv. - Management and coordination: Edifin S.p.A.

NO INSTITUTION AUTHENTICATED
IP: 43.173.173.193



https://www.rivisteweb.it/
https://www.darwinbooks.it/
https://www.pandoracampus.it/
https://www.mulino.it/

