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Abstract

The industrial sector is responsible for about a third of the energy usage in the United

States, and there is significant energy saving potential from the industrial sector.

However, the phenomenon of “energy efficiency gap” – the scenario in which cost-

effective energy efficient technologies enjoy only limited market success – appears

frequently in the industrial sector. This article tries to explain this efficiency gap in the

industrial sector by empirically estimating the implied discount rates and payback

thresholds industrial firms use to evaluate their energy efficiency investments. Using

the Industrial Assessment Centers (IAC) database from 2002 to 2011, with more than

30 000 energy efficiency recommendations, this article builds structural models of

firms’ evaluation of an energy efficiency project. The model results show that the

implied discount rates of medium to small industrial firms range from 40 to 45%, and

the average payback threshold is about 9 months.



 

We Care About Your Privacy

We and our 845 partners store and/or access information on

a device, such as unique IDs in cookies to process personal

data. You may accept or manage your choices by clicking

below, including your right to object where legitimate

interest is used, or at any time in the privacy policy page.

These choices will be signaled to our partners and will not

affect browsing data. Privacy Policy

We and our partners process data to provide:

Use precise geolocation data. Actively scan device

characteristics for identification. Store and/or access

information on a device. Personalised advertising and

content, advertising and content measurement, audience

research and services development.

List of Partners (vendors)

I Accept

Essential Only

Show Purpose

https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/raec20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/raec20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/raec20/47/21
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/raec20/47/21
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/raec20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Qiu%2C+Yueming
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Wang%2C+Yi+David
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Wang%2C+Jianfeng
https://doi.org/10.1080/00036846.2015.1005820
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5931&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-efbi&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F00036846.2015.1005820&pubId=47558766&placeholderId=1074&productId=3092
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00036846.2015.1005820?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/00036846.2015.1005820?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/00036846.2015.1005820?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/00036846.2015.1005820?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/00036846.2015.1005820?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/00036846.2015.1005820?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00036846.2015.1005820
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1
https://www.informa.com/privacy-policy/


 Keywords: industrial firms energy efficiency implied discount rate payback threshold

 JEL Classification: Q20 Q40 L20

Acknowledgements

We thank the following individuals for the helpful comments they offered during the

preparation of the article: Kerry Smith, Matthew Harding, Michael Hanemann, Nicolai

Kuminoff, Joshua Abbott, Da Zhang, participants at the University of New Mexico

economics seminars and seminar participants at the 2012 United States Association of

Energy Economics Austin conference.

Notes

 The IAC’s website is

http://www1.eere.energy.gov/manufacturing/tech_deployment/iacs.html.

 The IAC database’s website is http://iac.rutgers.edu/database.

 Based on the formula for geometric progression, we have 

∑t=1T1(1+r)t=1r1−1(1+r)T.
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