Taylor & Francis
e Online & !

Home P All Journals » Geography P Norsk Geografisk Tidsskrift - Norwegian Journal of Geography
» List of Issues P Volume 62, Issue 3 P Gendered poverty, migration and liveliho ....

Norsk Geografisk Tidsskrift - Norwegian Journal of Geography >
Volume 62, 2008 - Issue 3: NEW FACES OF POVERTY IN GHANA

3,262 92 12

Views  CrossRef citations to date Altmetric
Original Articles

Gendered poverty, migration and livelihood
strategies of female porters in Accra, Ghana

Mariama Awumbila & & Elizabeth Ardayfio-Schandorf &
Pages 171-179 | Received 20 Jul 2007, Published online: 17 Sep 2008

66 Cite this article https://doi.org/10.1080/00291950802335772

Sample our
Geography

Journals

=> 5ign in here to start your access
to the latest two volumes for 14 days

Bj Full Article 4l Figures & data & References 66 Citations Ll Metrics

& Reprints & Permissions Read this article

Abstract

In recent years there has been a dominant migration stream from north to south in
Ghana of female youths, moving independently of their families, and mainly towards
the cities of Accra and Kumasi. Young girls from rural areas, particularly the northern
regions move to markets in urban centres to serve as kayayei, female porters, who
carry goods on their heads for a negotiated fee. Away from support from their home
communities and families, most end up living and working under very poor conditions
and are exposed to both physical and reproductive health risks. The paper examines
the characteristics of young female migrants working as head load porters (kayayei) in
three markets in Accra and their livelihood strategies as they move into the wage
market. It also examines the processes through which migration is used to address
livelihood needs through an analysis of the intersecting social relations of gender,

poverty and vulnerability. It discusses the survival strategies used to overcome poverty
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and to deal with issues of risk and vulnerability, especially in respect of their
reproductive and health rights. The implications for migration policies and poverty

reduction strategies are discussed.
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Notes

1. Ardayfio-Schandorf, E. 2004. Gender and feminization of poverty in Ghana:
Challenges for development, in Agyei-Mersah, S., Awusabo-Asare, K., Nabila, J.S. &
Yarkson, P.W.K. Poverty, Health and Gender in Ghana. Proceedings of NUFU Workshop,

University of Ghana, Legon.

2. To preserve the anonymity of respondents, only initials are given rather than their full

Nnames.
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