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Abstract

In recent years there has been a dominant migration stream from north to south in

Ghana of female youths, moving independently of their families, and mainly towards

the cities of Accra and Kumasi. Young girls from rural areas, particularly the northern

regions move to markets in urban centres to serve as kayayei, female porters, who

carry goods on their heads for a negotiated fee. Away from support from their home

communities and families, most end up living and working under very poor conditions

and are exposed to both physical and reproductive health risks. The paper examines

the characteristics of young female migrants working as head load porters (kayayei) in

three markets in Accra and their livelihood strategies as they move into the wage

market. It also examines the processes through which migration is used to address

livelihood needs through an analysis of the intersecting social relations of gender,

poverty and vulnerability. It discusses the survival strategies used to overcome poverty

and to deal with issues of risk and vulnerability, especially in respect of their



 

We Care About Your Privacy

We and our 880 partners store and access personal data,

like browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device.

Selecting I Accept enables tracking technologies to support

the purposes shown under we and our partners process data

to provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent

will disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and

ads you see may not be as relevant to you. You can

resurface this menu to change your choices or withdraw

consent at any time by clicking the Show Purposes link on

the bottom of the webpage .Your choices will have effect

within our Website. For more details, refer to our Privacy

Policy. Here

We and our partners process data to provide:

Use precise geolocation data. Actively scan device

h t i ti f id tifi ti St d/

I Accept

Reject All

Show Purpose

https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/subjects/geography
https://www.tandfonline.com/sgeo20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/sgeo20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sgeo20/62/3
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sgeo20/62/3
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sgeo20/62/3
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/sgeo20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Awumbila%2C+Mariama
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Ardayfio-Schandorf%2C+Elizabeth
https://doi.org/10.1080/00291950802335772
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5937&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-geography&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F00291950802335772&pubId=40851961&placeholderId=1074&productId=1811
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00291950802335772?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/00291950802335772?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/00291950802335772?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/00291950802335772?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/00291950802335772?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/00291950802335772?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00291950802335772
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tandfonline.com%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F00291950802335772&title=Gendered%20poverty%2C%20migration%20and%20livelihood%20strategies%20of%20female%20porters%20in%20Accra%2C%20Ghana%3A%20Norsk%20Geografisk%20Tidsskrift%20-%20Norwegian%20Journal%20of%20Geography%3A%20Vol%2062%2C%20No%203
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1
https://www.informa.com/privacy-policy/


Related Research Data

Emerging Urban System Demographic Trends: Informing Ghana's National Urban Policy

and Lessons for Sub-Saharan Africa

Source: Indiana University Press

Gender and the environment. Women's time use as a measure of environmental

change.

Source: Elsevier BV

‘Where Is Not Home?’: Dagaaba migrants in the Brong Ahafo Region, 1980 to the

present

Source: Oxford University Press (OUP)

reproductive and health rights. The implications for migration policies and poverty
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