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Abstract

Between 1920 and 1940, fertility dropped below replacement level in many Western

countries. In today's scholarly literature, the drop is usually explained as a temporary

reaction to the exceptional conditions of the inter-war period. This paper confronts that

interpretation with the interpretations offered by scholars writing between the wars.

According to leading demographers of the time, low fertility was due not to war or

economic crisis, but rather to processes that now tend to be associated with the

Second Demographic Transition, including secularization, individualization, rising

consumerism, and women's emancipation. Since these were seen as structural features

of modernization, most inter-war scholars argued that subreplacement fertility would

remain an obstinate feature of modern society for an extended period of time.

 Keywords: below-replacement fertility demographic transition family planning historical demography

reproduction Europe North America

 Log in  |  Register



About Cookies On This Site

We and our partners use cookies to enhance your website

experience, learn how our site is used, offer personalised

features, measure the effectiveness of our services, and

tailor content and ads to your interests while you navigate

on the web or interact with us across devices. You can

choose to accept all of these cookies or only essential

cookies. To learn more or manage your preferences, click

“Settings”. For further information about the data we collect

from you, please see our Privacy Policy

Accept All

Essential Only

Settings

https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/rpst20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rpst20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rpst20/64/1
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rpst20/64/1
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/rpst20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/van+Bavel%2C+Jan
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCitFormats?doi=10.1080%2F00324720903362806
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5937&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-geography&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F00324720903362806&pubId=40773749&placeholderId=1074&productId=1811
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00324720903362806?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/00324720903362806?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/00324720903362806?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/00324720903362806?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/00324720903362806?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/00324720903362806?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00324720903362806
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/below-replacement+fertility
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/demographic+transition
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/family+planning
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/historical+demography
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/reproduction
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Europe
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/North+America
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showLogin?uri=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F00324720903362806
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/registration?redirectUri=%2F
https://www.informa.com/privacy-policy/


Notes

1. Jan Van Bavel is at Interface Demography, Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Pleinlaan 2, BE-

1050 Brussels, Belgium. E-mail: Jan.VanBavel@vub.ac.be

2. I would like to thank the following colleagues for their helpful comments on earlier

versions of this paper: Hans-Peter Kohler, Ron Lesthaeghe, David Reher, TomáŠ

Sobotka, Frans van Poppel, and Chris Wilson. I am also very thankful to the four

anonymous reviewers for their exceptionally thorough reports and many good

suggestions. This paper would not have been written without a grant from the Research

Foundation of Flanders (FWO-Vlaanderen).

 

Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

58

People also read

About Cookies On This Site

We and our partners use cookies to enhance your website

experience, learn how our site is used, offer personalised

features, measure the effectiveness of our services, and

tailor content and ads to your interests while you navigate

on the web or interact with us across devices. You can

choose to accept all of these cookies or only essential

cookies. To learn more or manage your preferences, click

“Settings”. For further information about the data we collect

from you, please see our Privacy Policy

Accept All

Essential Only

Settings

https://www.addtoany.com/share
https://www.informa.com/privacy-policy/


Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

 

 

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources

by email

Copyright © 2024 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions

Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 3099067 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

About Cookies On This Site

We and our partners use cookies to enhance your website

experience, learn how our site is used, offer personalised

features, measure the effectiveness of our services, and

tailor content and ads to your interests while you navigate

on the web or interact with us across devices. You can

choose to accept all of these cookies or only essential

cookies. To learn more or manage your preferences, click

“Settings”. For further information about the data we collect

from you, please see our Privacy Policy

Accept All

Essential Only

Settings

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=B004808_em1_10p_5ec_d713_footeradspot
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.tandfonline.com/cookies
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.informa.com/privacy-policy/

