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Abstract

CRESCENZI, R., DE FILIPPIS, F. and PIERANGELI, F. In tandem for cohesion? Synergies and

conflicts between regional and agricultural policies of the European Union, Regional

Studies. The paper analyses the financial allocations from the regional, rural

development and agricultural policies of the European Union in order to assess their

territorial coordination and synergies with the objective of territorial cohesion.

Regression analysis is used to uncover the link between funds and territorial

disadvantage for the 1994–2013 period. The analysis reveals that both coordination

and compatibility with territorial cohesion have not always improved in response to

major policy reforms. The territorial ‘vocation’ of overall community spending is weakly

linked to its distribution among different policies, but it crucially depends upon

appropriate ‘place-based’ allocation mechanisms.



 

We Care About Your Privacy

We and our 907 partners store and access personal data,

like browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device.

Selecting "I Accept" enables tracking technologies to

support the purposes shown under "we and our partners

process data to provide," whereas selecting "Reject All" or

withdrawing your consent will disable them. If trackers are

disabled, some content and ads you see may not be as

relevant to you. You can resurface this menu to change your

choices or withdraw consent at any time by clicking the

["privacy preferences"] link on the bottom of the webpage

[or the floating icon on the bottom-left of the webpage, if

applicable]. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy. Here

We and our partners process data to provide:

U i l ti d t A ti l d i

I Accept

Reject All

Show Purpose

https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/subjects/built-environment
https://www.tandfonline.com/cres20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/cres20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cres20/49/4
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cres20/49/4
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/cres20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Crescenzi%2C+Riccardo
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/de+Filippis%2C+Fabrizio
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Pierangeli%2C+Fabio
https://doi.org/10.1080/00343404.2014.946401
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5937&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-geography&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F00343404.2014.946401&pubId=47591982&placeholderId=1074&productId=1811
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00343404.2014.946401?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/00343404.2014.946401?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/00343404.2014.946401?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/00343404.2014.946401?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/00343404.2014.946401?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/00343404.2014.946401?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00343404.2014.946401
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tandfonline.com%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F00343404.2014.946401&title=In%20Tandem%20for%20Cohesion%3F%20Synergies%20and%20Conflicts%20between%20Regional%20and%20Agricultural%20Policies%20of%20the%20European%20Union%3A%20Regional%20Studies%3A%20Vol%2049%2C%20No%204
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1
https://www.informa.com/privacy-policy/


CRESCENZI, R., DE FILIPPIS, F. and PIERANGELI, F. ���������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������� 1994 �� 2013 ���������

�������������������������������������������������������“��”���������������

���������“����”��������

CRESCENZI, R., DE FILIPPIS, F. et PIERANGELI, F. En tandem en faveur de la cohésion? Les

synergies et les conflits entre les politiques régionale et agricole de l'Union européenne,

Regional Studies. L'article analyse l'affectation budgétaire au titre des politiques

régionale, rurale et agricole de l'Union européenne afin d’évaluer leur coordination sur

le plan territorial et les synergies visant à promouvoir la cohésion. On emploie une

analyse de régression pour dévoiler le lien entre les fonds et le désavantage territorial

pour la période allant de 1994 jusqu’à 2013. L'analyse laisse voir que la coordination et

la compatibilité avec la cohésion territoriale ne se sont pas toujours améliorées en

réponse aux grandes réformes politiques. La ‘vocation’ territoriale des dépenses

communautaires globales est faiblement liée à son affectation entre les différentes

politiques, mais elle dépend avant tout de l'adéquation des mécanismes de distribution

‘adaptés au milieu’.

CRESCENZI, R., DE FILIPPIS, F. und PIERANGELI, F. Im Tandem für die Kohäsion? Synergien und

Konflikte zwischen der Regional- und Agrarpolitik der Europäischen Union, Regional

Studies. In diesem Beitrag werden die finanziellen Zuweisungen der Regionalpolitik, der

Politik für ländliche Entwicklung und der Agrarpolitik in der Europäischen Union

analysiert, um ihre territoriale Koordination und die Synergien mit dem Ziel der

territorialen Kohäsion zu bewerten. Anhand einer Regressionsanalyse wird der

Zusammenhang zwischen den Fonds und der territorialen Benachteiligung für den

Zeitraum von 1994 bis 2013 verdeutlicht. Aus der Analyse geht hervor, dass sich

sowohl die Koordination als auch die Kompatibilität mit der territorialen Kohäsion

aufgrund der größeren politischen Reformen nicht immer verbessert haben. Die

territoriale ‘Berufung’ der Gesamtausgaben der Gemeinschaft steht in einem

schwachen Zusammenhang zu ihrer Aufteilung unter den verschiedenen Politiken,

hängt aber entscheidend von geeigneten ‘ortsbasierten’ Zuweisungsmechanismen ab.

CRESCENZI, R., DE FILIPPIS, F. y PIERANGELI, F. ¿En tándem para la cohesión? Sinergias y

conflictos entre las políticas regionales y agrícolas de la Unión Europea, Regional

Studies. En este artículo analizamos las asignaciones financieras de la política regional,

la política para el desarrollo rural y la política agrícola de la Unión Europea para evaluar

su coordinación territorial y sus sinergias con el objetivo de la cohesión territorial. A



partir de un análisis de regresión explicamos el vínculo entre los fondos y la desventaja

territorial para el periodo entre 1994 y 2013. Este análisis indica que tanto la

coordinación como la compatibilidad con la cohesión territorial no siempre han

mejorado ante importantes reformas políticas. La ‘vocación’ territorial del gasto

comunitario en general tiene un vínculo débil con su distribución entre las diferentes

políticas, pero depende fundamentalmente de los mecanismos adecuados de

asignación ‘según el lugar’.
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Politique agricole commune

Europäische Union Europäische Politiken Regionen Regionalpolitik Ländliche Entwicklung

Gemeinsame Agrarpolitik

Unión Europea Políticas europeas Regiones Política regional Desarrollo rural

Política Agrícola Común

JEL classifications:

C24 O18 R11 R58

Acknowledgements

Riccardo Crescenzi is the author to whom all correspondence should be addressed. The

authors are grateful to participants at the seminars held in Rome, Cetraro, Macerata,

Ferentillo and Bled for their comments to earlier drafts of this paper. The authors are

solely responsible for any errors contained in the paper.

https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/European+Union
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/European+policies
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Regions
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Regional+policy
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Rural+development
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Common+Agricultural+Policy
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/%E6%AC%A7%E7%9B%9F
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/%E6%AC%A7%E6%B4%B2%E6%94%BF%E7%AD%96
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/%E5%8C%BA%E5%9F%9F
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/%E5%8C%BA%E5%9F%9F%E6%94%BF%E7%AD%96
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/%E5%86%9C%E6%9D%91%E5%8F%91%E5%B1%95
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/%E5%85%B1%E5%90%8C%E5%86%9C%E4%B8%9A%E6%94%BF%E7%AD%96
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Union+europ%C3%A9enne
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Politiques+europ%C3%A9ennes
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/R%C3%A9gions
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Politique+r%C3%A9gionale
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Am%C3%A9nagement+rural
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Politique+agricole+commune
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Europ%C3%A4ische+Union
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Europ%C3%A4ische+Politiken
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Regionen
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Regionalpolitik
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/L%C3%A4ndliche+Entwicklung
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Gemeinsame+Agrarpolitik
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Uni%C3%B3n+Europea
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Pol%C3%ADticas+europeas
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Regiones
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Pol%C3%ADtica+regional
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Desarrollo+rural
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Pol%C3%ADtica+Agr%C3%ADcola+Com%C3%BAn
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/C24
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/O18
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/R11
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/R58


Funding

Financial support received from the Italian Ministry of Education, University and

Research (Scientific Research Programs of National Relevance 2007 on European Union

policies, economic and trade integration processes and WTO negotiations) is gratefully

acknowledged.

Notes

1. In this document the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) was given the objective to

deliver ‘a territorially and environmentally balanced EU agriculture within an open

economic environment’ (EUROPEAN COMMISSION, 2010b, p. 4). The recently approved CAP

reform remains a compromise between the ‘traditional’ sectoral focus of this policy and

its ‘new’ rationale based on the support for public goods generated by agricultural

activities (e.g. environmental or land protection) (EUROPEAN COMMISSION, 2013b).

Notwithstanding the hybrid nature of its objectives, the CAP 2014–20 has further

reinforced its territorial and environmental scope.

2. Reg. (EC) No. 1782/2003.

3. Alternative definitions for the spatial weights matrix are possible: k-nearest-

neighbours weighting or other binary matrices (rook and queen contiguity matrices).

The use of different methods generated qualitatively similar results to those presented

in the paper.

4. The inclusion of an additional PCA component into the regression models was tested

as a robustness check with no significant impact on the results of the analysis reported

in the paper.

5. The stationarity of the variables was tested preliminarily: the tests confirmed the

stationarity of the series, allowing the PCA analysis on the panel dataset to be

implemented and assuring the comparability of the index across programming periods.

6. Regions in Belgium, Germany and the UK are classed at NUTS-1 level, while

Denmark, Ireland and Luxembourg have no sub-national divisions; the remaining EU-15

member states expenditure have been classified at the NUTS-2 level.



7. Reg. (EC) No. 1290/2005.

8. Data are available from the rural development plans (RDPs) of the EU-15

(http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rur/countries/index_en.htm).

9. See http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rur/countries/index_en.htm/.

10. The Cohesion Fund has not been included in the databank as its resources are

allocated at the national level.

11. The imbalance in the UK's contribution position led to the Fontainebleau Agreement

(1984) and the determination of a permanent rebate of its contribution towards the

Community budget.

12. This is especially true for Austria and Finland, which in 2005 accounted for 72% and

100% respectively of the utilized agricultural area (UAA) (IEEP, 2006).

13. The choice of a fixed-effects approach is justified on both conceptual and empirical

grounds. From the conceptual point of view, the regions included in the dataset cannot

be considered as a ‘random sample’ of the EU regions (WOOLDRIDGE, 2002, p. 251;

MUNDLAK, 1978). In addition, the individual components cannot be considered as

uncorrelated with the explanatory variables as assumed in a random-effects approach.

From the empirical standpoint, the Hausman test confirms that fixed-effects estimation

has to be preferred over random effects. The F-test for the joint significance of

individual effects also confirms the high significance of the regional fixed effects. In the

dataset the cross-sectional dimension is significantly larger than the time dimension

(the explanatory variables cover the period 1993–2006). In this context, the low time-

series variability of the dataset a priori prevents non-stationarity from affecting the

estimates through spurious correlation. The hypothesis of stationarity is confirmed by

three different unit root tests for panel data (the Im–Pesaran–Shin, augmented Dickey–

Fuller and Phillips–Perron tests), which, as expected, reject the hypothesis of non-

stationarity at conventional significance levels.

14. The authors thank an anonymous referee for raising this relevant point.

15. The results presented in  are computed with the ‘spreg’ command for STATA.

16. The estimation of SAR models produces very similar results. SARAR models are

preferred here as more general.

Table 5
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