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ABSTRACT

This article analyses the challenges of election management in Nigeria as they relate to

the integrity of the 2019 elections. As required of a true democracy, the independence

of the Election Management Body (EMB) is a vital ingredient for credible elections.

Although appearing independent in name, the Independent National Electoral

Commission (INEC) by its structure lacks sufficient independence from the political elite

and competing groups. The dependent structure of the EMB makes the agency

vulnerable to manipulation and this represents a major liability in the process of

strengthening the quality of elections in Nigeria. This article argues that the problem

concerning the structure of the INEC contributed to the controversial outcomes of the

2019 elections.

 KEYWORDS: Electoral management body INEC Nigeria 2019 general elections

 Log in  |  Register



About Cookies On This Site

We and our partners use cookies to enhance your website

experience, learn how our site is used, offer personalised

features, measure the effectiveness of our services, and

tailor content and ads to your interests while you navigate

on the web or interact with us across devices. You can

choose to accept all of these cookies or only essential

cookies. To learn more or manage your preferences, click

“Settings”. For further information about the data we collect

from you, please see our Privacy Policy

Accept All

Essential Only

Settings

https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/ctrt20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/ctrt20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/ctrt20/109/4
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/ctrt20/109/4
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/ctrt20/109/4
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/ctrt20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Onapajo%2C+Hakeem
https://doi.org/10.1080/00358533.2020.1788754
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5947&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-politics&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F00358533.2020.1788754&pubId=54412604&placeholderId=1074&productId=1600
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00358533.2020.1788754?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/00358533.2020.1788754?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/00358533.2020.1788754?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/00358533.2020.1788754?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/00358533.2020.1788754?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/00358533.2020.1788754?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00358533.2020.1788754
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Electoral+management+body
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/INEC
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Nigeria
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/2019+general+elections
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showLogin?uri=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F00358533.2020.1788754
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/registration?redirectUri=%2F
https://www.informa.com/privacy-policy/


Notes

1. Prior to the present democratic era, Nigeria (in its post-independence period) had the

following EMBs: the Electoral Commission of the Federation (1964–1966), the Federal

Electoral Commission (1976–1983), the National Electoral Commission (1987–1993),

and the National Electoral Commission of Nigeria (1994–1998). These institutions were

confounded by credibility issues owing to the influence of the Executive branch on their

activities. This generated a general lack of trust in them by the people and one of the

major reasons for electoral controversies in the previous democratic dispensations in

Nigeria. For details, see Jinadu (2013).
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