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ABSTRACT

This article analyses the challenges of election management in Nigeria as they relate to

the integrity of the 2019 elections. As required of a true democracy, the independence

of the Election Management Body (EMB) is a vital ingredient for credible elections.

Although appearing independent in name, the Independent National Electoral

Commission (INEC) by its structure lacks sufficient independence from the political elite

and competing groups. The dependent structure of the EMB makes the agency

vulnerable to manipulation and this represents a major liability in the process of

strengthening the quality of elections in Nigeria. This article argues that the problem

concerning the structure of the INEC contributed to the controversial outcomes of the

2019 elections.
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Notes

1. Prior to the present democratic era, Nigeria (in its post-independence period) had the

following EMBs: the Electoral Commission of the Federation (1964–1966), the Federal

Electoral Commission (1976–1983), the National Electoral Commission (1987–1993),

and the National Electoral Commission of Nigeria (1994–1998). These institutions were

confounded by credibility issues owing to the influence of the Executive branch on their

activities. This generated a general lack of trust in them by the people and one of the

major reasons for electoral controversies in the previous democratic dispensations in

Nigeria. For details, see Jinadu (2013).

Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

5

People also read

https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Electoral+management+body
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/INEC
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Nigeria
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/2019+general+elections


Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

 

 

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources

by email

Copyright © 2025 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions

Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.tandfonline.com/cookies
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

