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Abstract

Global order depends significantly on the US and Chinese roles in global politics as well

as the relationship between them. Cooperation in three issue areas – the global

economic crisis, the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons and climate change – would

be beneficial to the maintenance of a stable and peaceful global order. But four factors

make sustained cooperation difficult to achieve: exceptionalism in both political

cultures, the problems of policy implementation in the two political systems, the

elements of hierarchy and power transition that need to be negotiated, and the deep-

rooted issue of mutual strategic distrust. The two states' bilateral relationship can be

characterised now, and for some time to come, as resting between a cold and warm

peace.
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Cooperation on Climate Change (Washington DC: Brookings Institution, 2009).
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attempts to address the problem, the Obama administration by committing the federal

government to the post-Kyoto process and promising mandatory reductions in the

country's emissions targets of 80% by 2050. (He is, however, meeting a great deal of
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